A Lap of Spa-Francorchamps with Mark Webber
The Belgian Grand Prix. I think of pomme frites, rain, and a beautiful circuit. Spa - 7km, 44 laps, in all
308km. Five high speed stretches, three slow turns, two ideal spots for overtaking, top speed 310km.
Here we are in the Red Bull simulator starting a lap in Spa, in Belgium. First corner of the lap is incredibly
tight. Downhill, second gear, right hand hairpin at La Source. Accelerating away nice and hard, getting ourselves ready for probably one of the most famous corners in Formula One which is Eau Rouge. Steep downhill section, TV you do not realise how steep this is until you see it in real life. Wow. It's an awesome feeling
for the driver. Maybe an overtaking move at the top of the hill if you're close enough to another driver
along here.
And then we start to get busy again because we have a very important top chicane here. A right-left which
gets a little bit faster, the further you go in. Then we have a quite quick right hander. This part of the track
now is opening up a little bit, gives you a little bit more speed to come downhill to turn eight, which is very,
very tricky. Very bumpy on the way in and a long, long right hander, lot of understeer in the car. Furtherest
point from the pits at the moment, so you feel a long way away from the pit crew. Then we accelerate
downhill now, very, very fast section of the track, into the middle sector. The fantastic double left-hander
here, which is very, very fast. Great place to watch a Formula One car.
And then we come to another chicane, which is not that slow. This is where you feel the car really working
because it's on low downforce for the long straights, so you feel the car moving around quite a bit. And
then to a very important corner, right hander which leads you full throttle all the way back towards the
pits. Past the hospital there on the left hand side, which I've been to once before. The engine is at absolute
maximum. Absolute top speed coming towards Blanchimont which is a flat out seventh gear corner. And
then we get ready for the last chicane which is very, very tricky to get right. Also an overtaking opportunity. And now we're back with lots of spectators and also towards the pits. Very important to get a good,
clean exit there. And that is a lap of the beautiful Spa circuit in Belgium.

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006-2017. All rights reserved.

A Lap of Spa-Francorchamps with Mark Webber

1

