A Lap of China with Mark Webber
The Chinese Grand Prix - I think of millions of people, a nightmare trip to the circuit, but also once I get
there, the track is fantastic. China: 5.5km, 56 laps, in all 306km. Six high speed stretches, five slow turns,
three ideal spots for overtaking, top speed 310km/h.
Starting the lap here in the Red Bull simulator, the Chinese Grand Prix. Shanghai, first corner, very unique,
as it's incredibly fast on the way in and then the further you go into the corner, it tightens and tightens and
tightens before you arrive at the apex, which is very tight. Then you plunge downhill into turn two, which is
a long, long left hander which then opens a lot.
Accelerating hard away from there, third gear, up over the crest. Quite a fast section of the track here now,
then braking hard again. Very, very important to get deep in on the brakes but also manage to get the best
exit you can, as you're now full throttle up towards the middle sector of the track, which is incredibly fast.
You see a Formula One car loaded very, very heavily through here, and quite physical on the driver.
Straight into a right hander, and then a double left, which is very, very tricky in terms of car balance and
consistency. Very important to get through those as cleanly as you can. Accelerating away from the paddock here, and then we come up to a very tight left-hander. Very important to get the car positioned correctly for this long, long exit, which feeds us on to the very important long back straight in Shanghai.
The driver now can have a bit of a chance also to relax. Have a think about the race, and also look in the
mirrors to make sure no one is looking to overtake. Braking very, very hard for this hairpin. Lot of spectators have a chance to watch the race at this part of the track because of the overtaking opportunities and
some great grandstands. Accelerating hard away into the last corner, which is very easy to make a mistake,
so it's important to get that right. Riding the kerb a little bit on the exit, accelerating hard towards the
start/finish line. And that's a lap of the Chinese Grand Prix.
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