Episode 73 – He Only Knew What it Was Like With a Lawnmower
Coming Up
Chris: This is Sidepodcast Episode 73 ‐ He Only Knew What it was Like With a Lawnmower. Coming up this week we
discuss McLaren's staffing issues, Ted News and our Valencia updates.
Intro
Me: We are live.
Chris: It's scary.
Me: Oh my goodness it actually happened.
Chris: Yeah.
Me: People are watching you now. How frightening is that?
Chris: It is very scary actually.
Me: They can see everything. We should apologise if it sounds a little to ropey, we are not our usual highly produced
selves.
Chris: Well usually we are just in this room with a Mac...
Me: Yes.
Chris: ... but now we got like a whole studio and there is about...
Me: And people are watching.
Chris: ... ten machines all hissing.
Me: Yeah. Oh yeah, it's a bit more noisy. We do apologise if the sound quality is reduced as a result of that. And also
if people aren't joining us live, possibly because they are in other parts of the world and asleep as Jeremy mentioned
earlier.
Chris: Yeah we had a comment from Jeremy he is in Australia and he can't join us because he is sleeping.
Me: Yes. If this goes well and we do more in the future we are going to try and mix it up a bit and maybe do a early
morning show for those in the southern hemisphere.
Chris: With our breakfast.
Me: A breakfast podcast. Sounds like a good plan. Should we go on with it?
Chris: Yes.
Good Week/Bad Week
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Chris: It's been a good week for the FOTA as Ross Brawn said he'd be happy to take on the technical responsibility.
We are not entirely sure what that actually means and it is not a confirmed position but you can't get a better man
for the job.
Me: No, well he said that he is happy to go ahead and to be that person and I think it would be very good news for
Honda if that's the case.
Chris: Well they are supposed to be rewriting the regulations or coming up with new rules for Max and his cost‐
cutting ways.
Me: Yes.
Chris: So, Honda having their man at the front, that can be good for them.
Me: Yeah, no doubt he will come up with rules that favour teams with multiple windtunnels.
Chris: It's been a bad week for Lewis Hamilton because according to the Mail on Sunday he had some bags stolen
when he was loading his car at the airport. Obviously the story has to be taken with a pinch of salt, but he was
visiting his girlfriend in Spain, checking out of his hotel and his bags were taken out of the back of the open car. The
bodyguards gave chase but the thieves got away.
Me: So Lewis needs better bodyguards and a better driver by the sound of it.
Chris: Well apparently the driver was cleaning his wing mirrors.
Me: Right. All the better to see the thieves leg it in the opposite direction. No doubt. And why couldn't the
bodyguards catch him?
Chris: I don't know maybe they were too massive. Cause you know ..
Me: Ahh, big burly bodyguards.
Chris: Yeah.
Me: He has the wrong types of bodyguards there. That's a shame for him.
Chris: It's been a good week for McLaren staff as Ron Dennis has said that with the calendar getting bigger he is
going to start rotating the employees travelling to the different races next year. He says it means that they can spend
more time with their families, but I wonder if they won't start arguing about who gets to go where. Cause you know I
would want to go to Monaco.
Me: Yes.
Chris: And I wouldn't want to go to Barcelona.
Me: That could be a problem. Because...
Chris: Do they get a choice?
Me: I don't know. Because surely the best deal would be the guys who get to go to Silverstone.
Chris: It's just up the road.
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Me: They just stay in their house and they just drive to the circuit as and when. Monaco would be a choice
destination. Where wouldn't you want to go?
Chris: Barcelona.
Me: Barcelona. Yeah I'd avoid that place. Anywhere else? Anything else worth avoiding?
Chris: I don't know. I probably wouldn't want to go to Australia, because it is quite far away.
Me: Yeah but it is the beginning of the season.
Chris: That's true.
Me: You wouldn't want to miss that.
Chris: Yeah that's a great one.
Me: Nice weather. Fuji I'd avoid. But then you see you get to another problem when they also don't make Grands
Prix each year. Because you know you won't potentially go to both German Grand Prix.
Chris: I did notice Ollie had a good post on this on blogf1 (http://blogf1.co.uk/2008/08/12/is‐rotating‐staff‐going‐to‐
disadvantage‐mclaren/). He said: "Having the same staff at each race obviously means consistency and knowledge.
The staff know exactly what they are doing, are aware of any issues from previous races and the drivers are better
for knowing who to speak to about certain things. It isn’t clear if Ron will allow the key staff to rotate, people like the
race engineers who are important to the drivers during a race weekend."
Me: Presumably Ron is going to go to every race. Or? He skipped one this year.
Chris: He might not. He might be taken more of a step backwards. You never know.
Me: Possibly. Ah but no it is a very interesting point because…
Chris: Because Massa wouldn't be very well without Rob Smedley.
Me: No he wouldn't. If his race engineer disappeared. So some people would have to work harder.
Chris: It's been a bad week for stamp collectors because Kimi Raikkonen is going to have a special set made up for
the Finnish post service's 370th birthday celebrations which just seems a little bit random.
Me: It does. I'm sure they are spending an awful lot of time pouring over which expression of Kimi's they gonna use
for that stamp.
Chris: Really?
Me: Is it gonna be the bemused one? The delighted? The happy Kimi? The sad Kimi?
Chris: Would they be able to tell the difference?
Me: No. It's gonna be the same expression.
News and Views
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Chris: It's been a few weeks since Hungary now, but we still have some stuff to talk about, because obviously we
missed a week due to the mini series.
Me: Oh yes.
Chris: So the first thing I wanted to point out is that Kovalainen says that his win hasn't changed anything.
Me: Well…
Chris: You'd think it might have changed something. It's his first win.
Me: Well it should have given him some confidence but I think he is probably being very honest in the fact that he
inherited that win and he didn't deserve it ‐ he didn't earn it. Had the two mechanical failures not happened in front
of him he would have finished net third. Potentially he may have not even made the podium and therefore he still
has a lot of work to do.
Chris: So without actually saying it what he is saying is: "I know it was a fluke and I'm not reading to much into it."
Me: Yeah. "My season hasn't changed in the same way that it had last year. I still have a lot of work ahead of me."
Which is good, it's refreshing for a driver to say that.
Chris: Nice and honest.
Me: I admire that.
Chris: After the race in Hungary Red Bull's fortunes took a further dip. Not very good. But Webber says that they are
targeting fourth in the Constructors World Championship. Because they have fallen behind Renault and Toyota.
Me: After those two slightly lucky podiums or slightly unusual podiums.
Chris: Well all three of them have had lucky podiums because Coulthard was on the podium before, wasn't he?
Me: That's true.
Chris: So I guess it depends on who gets the next one. Who gets the next lucky podium.
Me: Yes
Chris: But I like the quote where Webber said: "Mateschitz wants us to finish fourth, but he won't fire us if we finish
fifth." Are you sure about that?
Me: It's gonna cost him a lot of money. In turns of income and presumably a lot of pride. But no they may not loose
their jobs, although weren't there rumours that Christian Horner, his job may be on the line if they don't start
turning in the results?
Chris: Really?
Me: Maybe. I mean I like him as a team boss. He seems a pretty nice guy but if the results aren't happening he might
find his position under pressure.
Chris: We like him also because he is a younger team principal.
Me: Yes. It's unusual. I think he is the youngest team principal.
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Chris: Nice and refreshing. Doesn't have all that history.
Me: No. Although has that changed with Ferrari's new guy? Cause Jean Todt was very old.
Chris: That's true. Ferrari have changed management.
Me: Absolutely. "Do‐Do‐Domenicialli". He is younger so maybe Horner isn't the youngest principal but it would be a
shame if he did loose that just because they didn't make that fourth position. In the live comments, I'm just reading
over my shoulder because we can do that this week, Steven Roy has just pointed out that at one point in the past
there was a rumour that David Coulthard could replace Christian Horner.
Chris: Oh really? Would he want to do that?
Me: I don't know. I still think that there is gonna be something in the BBC an agreement with him, either
commenting or being in the pits or doing something in the media, to keep his profile up. I think…
Chris: But he does say he wants to be involved with Red Bull.
Me: Yes, maybe in the very long term. I don't know if I wanna see him as a team boss. He is quite a straight talker I
suppose.
Chris: Yeah he can be honest and he says how he feels.
Me: Drivers in the past haven't made the best team bosses. I'm thinking Alain Prost.
Chris: Sometimes it is nice to be a step removed from it. I think.
Me: Yes. They may take a different set of characteristics to be a driver and to be a winner compared to be…
Chris: It might be because, Martin Brundle has said when he's been commentating that he feels like he's right there
with them ‐ with the drivers, because you never lose that. So if you're… you might make decisions differently,
thinking how the driver might feel as opposed to you know, from a different perspective.
Me: Yes. We will see how his career progresses. It is possible. I'm not too sure whether I want to see it.
Chris: Coulthard's already been quite vocal about how he wants the future of F1 to be.
Me: Right
Chris: He thinks that refuelling should be banned.
Me: Yes I read this earlier.
Chris: In his ITV column (http://www.itv‐f1.com/Feature.aspx?Type=David_Coulthard&id=43612). He is saying that
he thinks it should be banned because it is making it all very predictable.
Me: Does it though? I'm not too sure that I agree with that, because I remember a long time ago Martin Brundle
complaining that when he used to race they used to fill the cars up at the beginning of the race and it was basically a
fuel‐economy‐run for the rest of the afternoon. And he thought, as a driver, it was boring and I'm recalling him
saying that he is a fan of refuelling.
Chris: Yeah it seems to me that if you don't have to pit then surely it would just be like a procession.
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Me: Yeah, you can imagine Hungary with nobody pitting. The race would end, assuming there is no mechanical
failure, the race would end as it started.
Chris: At least pitstops offer an additional element to get right.
Me: And the thing is, presume the point of his column was to say that pitstops were proven to be dangerous
because obviously of the flash‐fires in Hungary. However I though it proved that they were safe…
Chris: ...because nothing bad happened.
Me: Because no one was injured. There were multiple fires in the pitlane, involving many people and drivers, and
everybody came out of it unscathed apart from…
Chris: The fire extinguishers did their job.
Me: ... apart from Bourdais who got some of it under his visor.
Chris: Too much.
Me: That was the worst thing that had happened. So I would say it proved that the FIA regulations are doing their
job, that refuelling is perfectly safe and there is no reason to stop it.
Chris: Well, while we are on the subject of the refuelling fires I think we have got some news from someone in
particular.
[Jingle: “Ted News”]
Me: Ah it's been awhile.
Chris: So Ted's opinion on the flash fires. He couldn't offer any more explanation than we've already heard, which is
not a lot, but…
Me: And in fact there is a difference of opinion depending on which team you ask. Some people say one thing, some,
was it Torro Rosso who didn't want to say anything at all.
Chris: Torro Rosso said very very little.
Me: Williams gave a different reason from Honda so what we've heard is quite different stories.
Chris: But Ted says what could have made a difference is that the other two hot races that we've had, in Malaysia
and Bahrain, their pit buildings extend above the garages...
Me: They overhang.
Chris: ...so they are sheltering the refuelling rigs, whereas in Hungary they all sit directly in the sun. So it's added
temperature.
Me: It just is completely exposed. He might be on to something there.
Chris: He could be.
Me: Noone else has suggested that. I like that suggestion.
Chris: Oh there is a surprise.
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Me: Ah yeah you know he is Ted. He spends a lot of time in the pitlane and he's know where the shadow is, because
he obviously spends a lot of time hiding from the sun in these hot conditions. And it might have something ‐ it seems
more plausible than Williams', Honda's and Torro Rosso's explanation.
Chris: Well it seems like there needs to be a standard explanation for all of them, 'cause it was all the same problem
you would think, whereas they all different say.
Me: In the comments actually Alex just made a very good point, he said that pitting really shows the casual fans that
it's a team sport.
Chris: That's true.
Me: And it's not just one man and a machine doing his own thing, which is a very good point.
Chris: That's true. You'd never get to see the mechanics, would you?
Me: No. It's definitely a team effort and if one person drops the ball then everybody suffers.
Chris: That is a good point because you always say like Ferrari pit crew are spot‐on, never making any mistakes
whereas others might not be quite so perfect. That makes a difference.
Me: Absolutely yeah. And that also leads on to something else we've been talking about, just jumping ahead in my
show notes, it's the Honda pitstop.
Chris: Last year, you remember, we went to the Honda Open Day and we laughed at their pitstop competition.
Because what they had was a Honda F1 car going around a little car park, in and out of the little bushes, round and
round, and it would pull into a pitstop and the people would do whatever…
Me: A makeshift sort of a garage.
Chris: ...and it was a rubbish engine. The car sounded like a lawnmower.
Me: It was a lawnmower. I swear it was a lawnmower. It was one of those Honda ride‐on lawnmowers.
Chris: And it was just a driver wearing Jenson's helmet, which bugged me because obviously it wasn't Jenson…
Me: We thought it was Jenson, we took a lot of pictures, it wasn't him at all.
Chris: so they were doing that pitstop competition with a lawnmower going around the carpark it was a bit
ridiculous.
Me: Yes, because the carpark was very bumpy.
Chris: There was suspension issues.
Me: They could have relayed the tarmac on the carpark and just seemed completely out of place and completely
weird because the car didn't sound like car, it was going very slowly. It had wet weather tyres on it and it just
seemed all out of place. At the time I just thought they're taking the mickey out of us really.
Chris: Well it was just a little competition for the little Open Day, you know. To keep the fans happy.
Me: Yeah you wouldn't really, really do that, except they do, because on Honda Racing TV, I don't know how long it
has been there but I've noticed it this week. They've got the presenter Alistair Weaver taking part in a pitstop
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competition at the Honda factory which involves him being a wheel gun guy and he is talking the rear left wheel off
of the lawnmower car.
Chris: Really?
Me: Seriously, Honda actually genuinely practice pitstops like this. They get the lawnmower car out and a guy…
Chris: With Jenson's helmet on.
Me: I don't know if he got Jenson's helmet on but they sit a guy in the lawnmower car, he drives round in circles he
pulls into that makeshift pit, the guys change all the bits and off he goes again, which in hindsight does make a little
bit of sense, because you wouldn't want to waste all that fuel in a full‐on Formula 1 car, it would be noisy and the
residents would complain.
Chris: It makes sense to have a pretend whatever, little makeshift thing, but why do it on a car park, why not
resurface it or do it somewhere flat?
Me: Yes. I don't know. I know that he's doing it at exactly the same place as we saw and therefore I'm assuming
that's genuinely where they practice their pitstops. It feels slightly odd. I mean if it rained? I suppose they get to
practice pitstops in the rain, but it seemed peculiar at the time. It seemed almost insulting and patronising at the
time but actually they genuinely do go ahead and that's how they get their pitstop practice. I'd be interested to know
what other teams do, because I can't believe that they all do that.
Chris: It doesn't seem to hurt them that much. I mean I haven't noticed any bad Honda pitstops. I mean Barrichello
can't handle a pitstop very well. He keeps getting penalties. But apart from that…
Me: Yeah that's the pitlane.
Chris: Yeah apart from that I haven't noticed any particular wrongdoings. Although maybe that would explain why
the lollipop man kept getting it wrong last year, because he wouldn't practice properly. He only knew what it was
like with a lawnmower.
Me: Yes if anyone knows how any other teams practice, I'd be interested to know, because it seems peculiar. But it
appears to be the way it is done. Just jumping to the live comments briefly, because we can do this, Alianora said in
the comments that she thinks the lack of a proper F1 engine might get them around the testing regulation limits.
Which is very clever.
Chris: That's smart.
Me: Ollie did point out that he just thought they rolled the car in, which I did too, I'd assumed certainly at race
weekends they get a lot of guys to rush the car into place as fast as they can to simulate how it works. They didn't
have that at all at the Honda thing, so I guess they may be the first team to try this one, they may be ahead of the
game on this one.
Chris: Really?
Me: Maybe. Very possibly. And also Steven Roy pointed out in the comments that a real F1 engine would overheat if
you'd just went round in circles like that. It would just explode. Fair point, there. So then you know it's very clever.
We might have underestimated it this time last year.
Chris: Maybe we did. I like this live commenting thing. Telling us when we are wrong. It's good.
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Me: Yeah it's really good feedback. It's quite interesting. Haven't thought of any of that. Good stuff.
Chris: Jumping back to the Coulthard thing. When he is looking to the future of the sport. We also had Mike
Gascoyne saying some things. He thinks to save money they need to ban in‐season testing and have super long‐life
engines. Like the whole season.
Me: That's slightly poor timing on Mike Gascoyne's part because didn't Mecachrome come out this week and say
actually “our profits are well down and we are in serious financial trouble.” Because of the engine restrictions, they
Mecachrome have literally nothing to do.
Chris: Yeah well they basically build Renault's engines, don't they?
Me: Yes
Chris: So Renault design them and Mecachrome build them and they have announced a lot of losses, I don't
remember the exact number.
Me: Yes, but they are down on previous years and they are blaming F1 for a lot of that.
Chris: They said it was delays in the Aerospace industry plus the homologation rules.
Me: On the one hand Mike does have a point there long‐life engines would reduce the costs.
Chris: It would also put people out of business.
Me: Yes we saw that happen with, who was the engine manufacturer that left Formula 1 recently? The Cosworth
guys. Cosworth had to let a lot of people go. When their F1 contract ended. Presumably the longer life the engine
the less people you need. Obviously costs will go down but people will be out of work.
Chris: I covered this in F1 minute and Steven Roy had an interesting comment about Gascoyne's proposals. He said:
"In season testing is already massively restricted and I can’t see banning it would save that much. Besides it means if
someone has a problem or a development that could be sorted with a couple days testing they end up losing a whole
race to sort it. Fine if you’re FIF1 and never going to achieve anything anyway but different if you are at the front. If
they want to save money they should cut the electronics and complexity. Teams at any one time have 6 steering
wheels at a total cost of $150,000. That is not sensible. Take away all the switches and all the things the switches
control and you will save more than banning testing. You will also make the grid more even."
(http://www.f1minute.com/2008/08/08/08‐aug‐08‐gascoyne‐and‐coulthard‐discuss‐their‐future‐ideals/#comments)
It's a bit harsh on Force India but it's a good comment.
Me: As we saw this year, as this year's regulations improved, banning and removing technology and complexity,
makes a lot of difference without traction control.
Chris: Great races.
Me: Nobody but nobody has come up since January, no since March and said: Damn that ban of traction control, it's
rubbish.
Chris: Yeah what a bad move that was.
Me: So you know I love the technology in F1, I love the innovation, in some ways I almost love the expense you know
the statistics like a steering wheel costs $150 000. It's an amazing statistic. However realistically you have to say that
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that is one of the things that need to go, because the more technology you have the less close the racing is and
we've seen that year on year and removing it would only make the spectacle better.
Chris: Maybe that's the kind of thing where you introduce these new things like traction control and that is relevant
to road cars and things like that so then they get developed for a while but then the road cars don't need anymore
development and then you take it off and you're back to sort of level playing field and then you bring in something
else. Like KERS they gonna bring that in an they'll develop that and maybe after that is finished if that ever happens
then they'll take it off and start all over again.
Me: So once it gets to a point of diminishing returns in terms of technology an innovation at that point you then
remove it from Formula 1 and say it has nothing left to give back to road car development. Well that is certainly
Max's way. What you're really doing there is agreeing with Max.
Chris: Oh God.
Me: It's a Sidepodcast first.
Chris: I take it back. Whilst I come to terms with agreeing with Max we're going to take a short break but we're going
to be back with our Valencia thoughts and all of your feedback.
[Jingle: “Did you know that Sidepodcast puts out two versions of this show? One is an mp3 file, playable on almost all
music players. The other we call the enhanced podcast. This works best on iPods, iTunes and other Apple solutions,
and includes images, chapters for quick nagivation, and links to the stuff we’re talking about. Visit
Sidepodcast.com/feeds for more information.”]
Chris: The next race is at Valencia in case you didn't know, but you should know because everything is about
Valencia at the moment. Everyone is talking about it.
Me: We started talking about Valencia prior to Hungary. That's how keen we were.
Chris: We released our preview video…
Me: …really early
Chris: 3 seconds after Hungary finished.
Me: Yes exceptionally, the earliest we've ever released our preview video and it looks absolutely stunning this track,
doesn't it?
Chris: The track, not the video.
Me: The video is okay. It's about the same as usually really. But the track, it's wide, it's a street‐track but it is really
wide.
Chris: It's very wide. It looks really, because it's brand new, it looks very clean and sterile, which is great.
Me: I'm not too sure they can do too much about it. It looks quite industrious because of the area.
Chris: You said too much concrete.
Me: Yeah I did say that from the initial track views I was looking at. I suspect a lot of the aerial shots are gonna be
amazing because of the water. On a nice bright day, and the weather looks to be good, doesn't it, the ten day
weather check. Not the most accurate thing in the world, but…
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Chris: We did check the weather forecast earlier and it said partially cloudy foggy and sunny. I'm not sure how it can
be all three at the same time.
Me: I think that might be the cross over the three days but yeah it's gonna be a little be of fog, which I believe the
test track suffers from occasionally as well.
Chris: Being so near the water is not really the best.
Me: If it's a nice day the aerial shot of near the port are just gonna be second to nothing. It's gonna be stunning.
Chris: Ross Brawn says it's windy, because they have the America's Cup there so they need a bit of wind.
Me: I do wonder actually whether the cars won't be protected from that, because they're kinda in enclosed by the
concrete. The concrete surrounds. The safety barriers effectively are higher.
Chris: There are quite big fences as well.
Me: It's not an exposed area in the same way as Silverstone is, and so I wouldn't expect the high winds to cause as
much trouble and also the catch fencing should split up a lot of the turbulences.
Chris: The closest comparison people seemed to be making is to Monaco, but McLaren think they're gonna run
Hockenheim levels of downforce, because there are more sweeping corners. It is not quite the same as Monaco.
Me: It is not twisty and tight and that kinda thing. That's not the vibe at all. It's a big a permanent track almost, it's
not a street track that people are gonna drive around the next week when it's all torn down.
Chris: It reminds me more of Canada.
Me: Yes, you're probably on the right lines with some of that. It's not far off and it's gonna be amazing to watch.
Chris: Charlie Whiting says there are three realistic overtaking corners, because they went into the test with the F3, I
think it was F3, and he was there and had a look and there were three. So out of all these corners, there's like 20
corners and only three were only three that were good for overtaking.
Me: It's 25 corners
Chris: But didn't they reduce it to 23, 22?
Me: They might have, but…
Chris: They did.
Me: There is a lot of heavy braking zones and I suspect people will be willing to take more risks than they would on a
normal race track.
Chris: On a wide track it's better isn't it?
Me: So we might get to see more, more likely that we see less.
Chris: Also in F1 Racing this month I read that they've been practising recovering cars and drivers and things from the
water in case they fall in. That's quite worrying.
Me: Really? What they have dive crews?
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Chris: Yeah, they have divers on stand‐by. And I saw it was a bizarre thing they were pulling stretcher trolley thing
out of the water with the divers and everything and they had like this barrel in place of the helmet. It was weird.
Me: I'm just reading live comments, there is a comment saying what about the tunneling effect of high buildings
bundling the wind around the gaps, which is completely correct and could happen. The high fences could channel
the wind and chase the cars around I think.
Chris: One of this, I can't remember which track it was, but it was really windy and we were talking in the podcast
that Rosberg, he picked the wrong gear selection on a Friday and the wind changed a lot and he was struggling for
the rest of the weekend. So we might see more of that.
Me: True. Yes. You got a headwind and then the wind changes direction as a tunneling wind.
Chris: 'Cause you have to pick one way to go and then if the wind just changes.
Me: Friday is going to be awesome. Livecommenting on Friday is going to be unmissable, isn't it? Wow, how good is
that going to be? All the guys wanting to be doing running.
Chris: As much track time as possible.
Me: All of them are going to be slightly scared of, no one wants to clip any walls or loose any track time, so everyone
is just gonna be extra specially careful, but keen to be out and about. The track should rubber in pretty quickly if it's
nice and warm. Lots and lots of cars out there. Friday morning and Friday afternoon it's going to be unmissable.
Feedback
Chris: This bit might be a bit weird for people listening at home who haven't watched or aren't watching this live
video thing, it's quite confusing.
Me: You gotta describe it as if you're doing a radio commentary. That's what you're doing.
Chris: At the moment I'm wearing a T‐shirt and it's black and it says "I am the Stig" on it.
Me: And why are you wearing this T‐shirt particularly today?
Chris: I'm wearing this T‐shirt, are you interviewing me? I'm wearing this T‐shirt because Jordan send it to me,
because he won it in Fantasy Racers competition.
Me: He won it because he got the most points? In a given week?
Chris: Yeah, was it Canada? I don't know. One of the races he got the most points…
Me: Highest points ever in Fantasy Racers.
Chris: …out of everyone…
Me: Yes I believe so.
Chris: That takes part in Fantasy Racers. Which is amazing.
Me: That is incredible.
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Chris: So he got to pick a prize and he picked this prize and sent it to me which is really, really kind. So I'm wearing it.
Me: It looks lovely. I tell you what I do I take… should I take a photograph of it so if you're looking in the enhanced
podcast right now there is a lovely picture of you looking all splendid in Jordan's T‐shirt.
Chris: And really the only reason we are talking about this is… there are two reasons: One we wanted to say thank
you to Jordan it's very kind to send it to me and two if everyone else wins any I want those prizes.
Me: You are begging for stuff.
Chris: I want them.
Me: Right. OK. Fair enough. It's good to know. I just like the fact that you want something and you were given a
prize. So a big‐up to the Fantasy Racers guys, because obviously they are giving away free stuff every week.
Appreciate that.
[Sweeper]
Chris: We've had a great voicemail this week which was actually sent to me by e‐mail, which is very cool and it's from
Doctorvee who is actually in the live comments right now. So he'd better not say anything too horrible.
Me: He's listening to himself. He's going to get direct feedback on his comments as it happens. How scary for him
too. Here we go.
[Begin Voicemail]
Doctorvee: Hi Christine and me, I thought I sent a voicemail because it's been awhile since I sent the last one. I've
been thinking recently about the championship because it's summer break and Hungarian Grand Prix always kinda
signifies to me the point where we've kinda entered the endgame of the season. So ideally I'd like Robert Kubica to
win the championship but since he's fallen quite far behind the leaders now and it's pretty unlikely that he'll be in
contention at all by the end of the season I think we have to rule him out I'm afraid. So the drivers left that I can
choose from are Lewis Hamilton and the two Ferrari drivers. And you know I'm not normally a big fan of Lewis
Hamilton but I think I'm gonna have to end up supporting him to win the championship at the end of the season
because fact is that neither of the Ferrari drivers deserves to win the championship this year. Massa has made so
many mistakes this year. You know he seems fine when the conditions and the car are 100% perfect for him but
otherwise he is a bit of a joke, with sixteen spins at Silverstone or how many it was I don't know. I'd probably actually
stop watching F1 if he wins the championship, I'd be that angry about it. As for Raikkonen, I think we all know the
story there. I mean he doesn't even look as if he's been trying for the past six or seven races. Where is the hunger?
Where is the Kimi Raikkonen that we know and love? You know the person that won in Belgium in 2004 from tenth
on the grid? The person who had to go out on a dirty circuit first on one‐lap qualifying in Hungary and took fourth in
qualifying and won the race? That person is not in a Ferrari this year. It actually kinda offends me that Raikkonen is
only five points behind the leader. So this is why I'm gonna end up supporting Lewis Hamilton this year. It's not as if
he hasn't made any mistakes, what he did in Canada was pretty unforgivable for instance, but the mistakes he makes
are usually because he is trying so hard which at least I can understand. You know at least he is hungry to win unlike
Raikkonen and at least he is not a complete joke like Massa. There is also the fact that both Raikkonen and Massa
are driving for Ferrari, which is just not on as far as I'm concerned. I've supported Raikkonen last year and that's
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about my limit when it comes to supporting Ferrari. I think I will come down in a rash otherwise. Okay thank you very
much.
[End Voicemail]
Chris: That's quite a long voicemail. We don't usually play ones that long but it was good stuff.
Me: That was great. I love the opinions. Last time Doctorvee, he got us in all kinds of trouble talking about the wee
man burning. And this time he is not holding back again.
Chris: That's true. I like the idea of having to support Hamilton by process of elimination. I guess I'm left supporting
Hamilton. And I also thought that is quite harsh on poor old Massa. 16 million spins.
Me: There were a lot of spins. I don't know about giving watching Formula 1 just because…
Chris: What I would say if Massa does win the championship this year, at least he would deserve it because he had
to work really hard.
Me: Well that's true, because he is a little bit… he doesn't have the natural talent.
Chris: He may be lacking in certain abilities.
Me: So he is trying much harder than everybody else. I think if he wins the WDC this year they should give the trophy
to Smedley, his race engineer, because really it's him who won it.
Chris: I do sort of agree with the Raikkonen thing though. 'Cause he doesn't seem to have put that much effort into it
and he is still right up there with the best of them. That seems a bit odd which has maybe to do with the points.
Me: I do wonder though, Vee's obviously judging Ferrari on their history and recent history I'm assuming, and I'm
wondering if now that Mr. Todt has exited the red team, whether I might be more inclined to support them. Because
Stefano…
Chris: At least give the. a chance.
Me: …it seems to be more down to earth. Less aggressive. For example the FOTA couldn't have possibly happened if
Todt was in charge. No way would've all this team bosses gone down to Maranello a couple of weeks ago and had
that conversation.
Chris: And we've started to see unanimous agreements.
Me: Yes, which is unheard of in Todt's rule. So I would advise a tiny bit of caution just on that front just disregarding
drivers because they are Ferrari divers, but on the other points I agree too because I mean Hamilton is the guy who
really looks like he is trying.
Chris: He is putting in the most effort and even if he is making mistakes he does look like the best guy out there at
the moment.
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Me: He is trying the hardest and when he's got the car under him as he has had in Germany, absolutely awesome.
And gave everyone a driving lesson in Silverstone and a gain two weeks later in Germany. So no doubt about it he is
leading the championship it's his to loose and I'm almost inclined to agree. I don't know if Kimi really deserves a
second one but I wouldn't mind Massa just taking the title just once. You know, it would be the car it wouldn't be the
car.
Chris: It would probably his only opportunity as well. Maybe.
Me: Yeah. But he is a much improved man so for that he does get a nod from me.
Chris: And we had another voicemail this week but it was actually from an anonymous source.
[Begin Voicemail]
Hi the question I have for you is what is the name of the song that you have in your F1 people intro?
[End Voicemail]
Me: OK, so no name.
Chris: Just a question.
Me: No 'hallo'.
Chris: Let me tell you how many times have we heard this question? It is all my fault. Usually what I would do is put
who the theme tune is by at the bottom of the blog entry of the show notes and I haven't been doing that so I've had
that question about 16 million times. And I can only apologise.
Me: You got it by e‐mail by comment and now by voicemail. So it's worth mentioning that the singer or the artist in
the F1 people series is…
Chris: Natives of the New Dawn.
Me: And they can get to their website… people can get to their website by going to sidepodcast.com/about/music.
Chris: Yes, but I have put the links in at the bottom of the show notes now.
Me: …on the individual shows. OK. But on our music page we list every single artist we've ever played on any
podcast in order to promote them and you can go to that page to see all the people we've played and go to their
website’s from there.
[Sweeper]
Chris: On the last show we were talking about F1 coverage in whichever country you live in. I think we had a couple
of voicemails about coverage in Canada. And we've had…
Me: Actually we had a very good voicemail from Nikki.
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Chris: Oh yeah I remember. So we've had some more feedback on Facebook. David Sewell started a discussion about
the coverage in Canada.
Me: Can we do this one in the style of Nikki van Dusen?
Chris: How would that be?
Me: Use that.
Chris: Ok. "I was listening to the…"
Me: cheowecchchch...
Chris: Yeah maybe not.
Me: Danica ... chchchchch. No was that not…
Chris: Woman.
Me: Sorry we're joking Nikki, carry on.
Chris: "I was listening to the last podcast where people were complaining about coverage in Canada. I'm in Toronto,
and while it's not like in Europe, it's not that bad. The high definition feed nearly always covers qualifying, pre‐race,
race, post race podium, and news conference, all live usually. On the odd time that it's not live (British Open Golf
weekend) you get it live in standard definition on TSN's alternate feed and in high definition on tape delay. Speed
vision has been showing some coverage, pre‐race, and a wrap up show in standard definition, but I can't say I really
watch it as I usually watch the TSN high definition feed."
(http://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=22534566720&topic=5415)
Me: How jealous are we?
Chris: Quite jealous.
Me: High definition? Nothing to complain about there.
Chris: No so that's different to what we heard about Canada's coverage.
Me: It's a big country. No doubt they have different providers in different areas offering different feeds. I'm
wondering if the BBC may not take that model. That seems like a pretty good model to mimic. If you had a high
definition feed and a low definition feed when something important happened you may have to lose the high‐def
but the low‐def would still… standard‐def rather than low‐def, the standard‐def will continue to broadcast live.
Chris: You mean when something happens…
Me: Like golf, cricket
Chris: ...doesn't have to important.
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Me: Cycling, the Olympics, anything else. Seems like a pretty good idea, so Canada .. parts of Canada have a pretty
good deal.
Chris: And in the comments on sidepodcast.com Z‐baumgartner said: "Listening to the podcast I thought I should
share my experiences of F1 on TV in Ireland. Currently we can watch the qualifying and races on ITV as in the UK as
well as Friday practice on the ITV website. However I much prefer to watch f1 on the satellite channel Setanta
Ireland. It also shows qualifying and races live but it also broadcasts Friday practice 2 live. Furthermore the coverage
has far fewer breaks than ITV and also has a magazine show called GP racing on track. The commentators are also
superior in my opinion and Gary Anderson technical input is brilliant. All and all, not much to complain about!"
(http://www.sidepodcast.com/2008/08/06/episode‐72‐the‐live‐commenting‐live‐thing/#comment‐91353)
Me: Gary Anderson a bit of an hero. He is very, very good at explaining F1.
Chris: Do I know who that is?
Me: He used to work for Jordan, probably before you started following Formula 1. He was a technical guy there and
he also used to do some stuff for the Irish A1GP entry.
Chris: I see.
Me: So he is .. not only is he good at explaining technical bits of information he is also got .. he's still got his hands on
within the sport, I mean he has a pretty good idea on what's going down.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Do you remember a few weeks ago, in fact it was quite a while ago, we talked about gomotorsport.net
Me: We did.
Chris: And how it was trying to introduce you to all kinds of motorsport. Racing or behind the scene stuff. And we
had an email from Keith who said he was going to try marshalling. And we wanted to know how it went. Well we
have feedback.
Me: He went?!
Chris: He sent me an email and it says: "Hi guys, well I've just done my first day of marshalling and here is how it
went: I got sent all my tickets and stuff a week before the meet so I was well prepared. On the morning of the meet I
got up at 4am and let the house at 5am about an hour and a half drive to Brands Hatch. Once there I didn't really
know where I was supposed to go but on the gate there was some marshals and they were very helpful, held my
hands so to speak all morning, signed in at 7:15 and joined all the others for breakfast."
Me: Wow
Chris: Yum yum. "8:15 meeting at the control tower ‐ safety and so on. 8:30 on to post, I was really lucky as I was on
post five, which is Druids Corner notorious for incidents. My trainer for the day welcomed me and started my
training. There is so much to learn that you'd never get it all straight away. 9am first set of cars hits the track within
ten minutes I was waving a red flag. The day was very eventful with a total of eight incidents at my post. I had a lot of
stuff to do from yellow flagging to pushing cars out of the gravel traps, all the while under the eye of my instructor. I
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went home very tired with aching arms but it was well worth it. I met some drivers through the course of the day
and they were very grateful towards marshals. Everyone was friendly and helpful and I was completely at ease all
day. Brilliant. I can't wait until next time."
Me: Strikes me as slightly unusual, or maybe it is not I don't know, to put a rookie marshal on a notorious corner for
incidents and keep him busy.
Chris: Well not sure. I mean he was with someone all the time.
Me: The whole time.
Chris: He had a mentor.
Me: Yes, fair enough. It sounds brilliant actually. Well done, is he going to do some more of it?
Chris: It sounds that way.
Me: That's what we .. That's what I like to hear. Do keep us informed, please. We really appreciate it. Did he say
what race it was? It said Brands Hatch but what is it?
Chris: It was, well I think it was a few. It says VDV single seaters. I don't know what that means. And Gt cup races as
well.
Me: OK. So presumably .. I guess in marshalling you start small on the smaller .. the minor races.
Chris: You don't go straight into Formula 1. If that's what you mean.
Me: Yeah, that's what I was thinking.
Chris: No you'd have to have some experience.
Me: Right. OK. He might step up to A1GP and then beyond that.
Chris: Quite possibly.
Chris: We also had an email from Calum. He said: "Hello. After finding the Sidepodcast group that you've set up on
facebook I thought of the greater number of listeners that could be achieved if a Bebo group were to be established.
Me: Okay.
Chris: I would be delighted to set up a group on Bebo for you and I'm writing to request your permission. However if
you'd rather set it up yourself, or perhaps you feel there is no need for a group, I'm quite happy either way. “
Me: Well.
Chris: Well, we've never really used Bebo, have we?
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Me: No. To be honest with you it mostly went over my head. Facebook also went over my head, so it's not a surprise
to find another social networking site beyond me. However always one to try anything new, we set up a Bebo site, as
suggested by Calum. So we have this Bebo group and we don't really know what to do with it. What we're really
looking for is people who are on Bebo, Bebo‐savvy essentially, to tell us what it is that makes it cool. What makes it
better than Facebook and why we should be using it and of what interest it is really. Calum's got a group which is
related ...
Chris: A Minardi group.
Me: A Minardi group. Yes thank you. And I've also just noticed Doctorvee has mentioned in the comments that he is
on Bebo, but he said nothing makes it good.
Chris: What?
Me: Although he has just joined our group.
Chris: Well that's good. Got another member then.
Me: So ..
Chris: But nothing makes it good.
Me: Not at the moment. It appears to be, I mean my conclusion was I'm not really sure what I should do next. So we
put a video up and we put some content on there but I don't really know where to go from here. So I'm sure there's
people out there that know exactly how to get the most out of it and that can inform us and guide us in the world of
Bebo. That would be much appreciated. So: http://www.bebo.com/sidepodcast. If you think it's good come along
and tell us why.
Chris: If you were in the live comments at the last couple of races, you might have seen things like Hai‐flosse.
Me: Yes. We've talked about this on the show two weeks ago.
Chris: Yeah and Panda‐ohren. Well apparently we've been saying it all wrong. Which doesn't surprise ..
Me: Pronouncing it all wrong. Yeah. Which is us to a T.
Chris: Doesn't surprise me. We had an email. It says: "Hi Christine, on the blog about last weeks show I've
commented about how you should be pronouncing German words. In short: Panda‐ohren is pronounced as in
written like 'foreign' but with a hard 'r'”
Me: We were calling them panda‐ohrs.
Chris: I don't know what a hard 'r' is. Hard 'r'. Panda‐ohrren.
Me: "Ohrren". Ok go on.
Chris: "Hai‐floss" is pronounce "hai‐flossey".

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

Episode 73 – He Only Knew What it Was Like
With a Lawnmower

19

Me: Ah ok. Try that then.
Chris: "Hai‐flossey".
Me: And that's the shark fin?
Chris: Yeah.
Me: In German. Okay. But I'm liking the Panda‐ohren.
Chris: “Maybe an idea for you guys, of you don't know how to pronounce something in German do as I do ask Max.”
Me: Huuuuuuuuh!
Chris: Greetings from Netherlands RB.
Me: That does lead us nicely on to what I think .. we've got the best answer to the game: 'You know you're an F1
fan'. And it's related to the pronunciation of the Ohrens.
Chris: Yeah. We've had a lot of entries for this since it has been going but this one ends all the other entries.
Me: It does. This is it takes the prize. We should close the competition now. This competition is officially over,
because Daniel Painter has the best answer. Do you want to read that one out?
Chris: I'll do it yeah. You know you're an F1 fan when you think its perfectly normal to name car parts after bits of
animals and then translate them into German.
Me: And then yeah and then talk about it on your podcast. That's perfectly normal.
Chris: Get other people to do the same thing.
Me: You're not gonna beat that one. I love that one.
Housekeeping
Chris: We've just got a little bit of housekeeping to do before we wrap things up for this week.
Me: Is it coming to an end?
Chris: It is.
Me: Well I'm addicted to this live business.
Chris: You like doing the live you, don't you?
Me: I don't want it to stop. Yeah.
Chris: It's a shame.
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Me: Draw it to a close then what ...
Chris: We just have to do it more often.
Me: OK
Chris: One thing I wanted to say is that I am causing mass confusion on the blog because I'm posting lots of different
mini series things all over the place.
Me: Ah yes, earlier during the last mini series, you managed to post an omnibus to previous mini series smack in the
middle and I was completely confused in the comments and elsewhere.
Chris: Yes, and now I've posted a couple of other omnibuses as well. Now basically what I'm trying to do is create
omnibuses for all of the mini series and each one needs their own show note posts, so I have to create them and
therefore they just show up.
Me: They appear ...
Chris: And I apologise if they are in the middle of other ones and cause confusion.
Me: They appear as you do them, because you're obviously working through a back‐catalogue of several mini series.
In the future they will appear after the series is complete.
Chris: Yeah
Me: But the moment they're gonna sporadically just drop in between all the other stuff.
Chris: Yeah. And I've also noticed because we're going through and changing some of the posts with the metadata in
the corner with the picture and with the information about the file...
Me: Right yea, oh yeah we have new images yeah.
Chris: I have noticed that my RSS‐feedreader it marks those posts as new again.
Me: Right. So further confusion.
Chris: So something to watch out for.
Me: One last piece of housekeeping for me is last show we talked a lot about bandwidth issues and the fact that we
gonna plug BitTorrent left right and centre. Which we have done.
Chris: Which we have been doing.
Me: Yes, I'm sure if you red the blog you're fully cleared up on what BitTorrent is and how you can get sidepodcast
via BitTorrent.
Chris: Hopefully.

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

Episode 73 – He Only Knew What it Was Like
With a Lawnmower

21

Me: One point that was raised by Scott Dryden, which is very much appreciated, is that miro the multimedia player
that works across multiple ..
Chris: my‐ro, mee‐ro
Me: Mee‐ro. Is it mee?
Chris: I'm not sure, I would they mee‐ro.
Me: Sorry
Chris: M I R O
Me: M I R O. Miro the multimedia player, that works across a lifetime (?????) of platforms, is a really really good
BitTorrent client for downloading our shows via BitTorrent feed.
Chris: Right.
Me: And there is a new link on the sidebar [which isn't there anymore] of the homepage. you find a button which
says 'get miro'.
Chris: It's red isn't it? Red and white.
Me: Yeah it right down the sidebar, If you're interested in getting our shows via BitTorrent I highly recommend ..
Chris: And you said it was really easy.
Me: It's the easiest most user friendly BitTorrent client I've ever seen. You press the button you download the show
... the client, it automatically subscribes you to our feed, our BitTorrent feed, our new BitTorrent feed, and it will
begin downloading it by peer‐to‐peer rather than directly from the website. It's a little bit slower because you'e
downloading it form multiple sources. However it reduces our bandwidth fees and we'd really appreciate it.
Chris: So now that you've told you how to get this show via BitTorrent or any kind of torrent. We would like to know
if you managed to do so. Maybe it's this show that you're listening to.
Me: Please please let us know how the experience is. Whether it works for you and how you're getting on because
we're very interested in this. Quite excited because .. I was excited the other day when there was six people
downloading with torrent. It mighta be the early days. You know Double figures and all of that. So please do let us
know. Please please get in touch.
Chris: We would also like to know if you aren't watching this being streamed live, whether it sort of ruined the
experience for you.
Me: Yeah, which it more than likely has. It sounds like an incoherent rambling mess. We've got told off for the last
show for it being over an hour. We're going to desperately try to keep this one more compact.
Chris: Yeah I mean it will get edited.
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Me: Yes, heavily. But if it doesn't feel good.
Chris: Should be normal. I feel like it will be normal.
Me: Yes.
Chris: I feel like the people watching have had the experience of the jumbles.
Me: And and contributed a lot.
Chris: Absolutely. And so the actual show, I think, will be as good as ever.
Me: Good stuff.
Chris: But let us know.
Me: If you feel differently, we are all ears.
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