Episode 57 – It Was a Long Seven Minutes in the Renault World
Coming Up
Chris: Welcome to Sidepodcast, Episode 57 – It Was a Long Seven Minutes in the Renault World. Coming up on
today’s show we discuss the sale of Toro Rosso, the fragility of Red Bull and how useless our predictions are.
Intro
Me: Ah, that sounds good, doesn’t it?
Chris: Are we allowed to use that?
Me: Um, it’s only short and it’s only once, so hopefully no one will mind.
Chris: I want my old theme tune back.
Me: Yea, well, the thing is, Formula 1 is coming back to the BBC, so we just had to celebrate with a bit of this tune.
Chris: Yea, it’s everyone’s favourite but me.
Me: It’s the official Formula 1 tune of the BBC and we had to play it.
Chris: Can I have my theme tune back next week?
Me: Only if you’re good.
Good Week/Bad Week
Chris: It’s been a good week for Kovalainen as McLaren have said they will be changing their pit lane speed limiter
system in the future so that he can’t accidentally press the button and ruin his whole race. Mark Gene of Ferrari was
surprised it happened at all because at Ferrari the button is inactive in a high gear or at a top speed.
Me: That’s just plain common sense, though, isn’t it? How come McLaren didn’t figure that out by themselves?
Chris: I can’t believe if it’s that easy to press the button, no one’s done it before.
Me: Oh, they might have. They might have done it in Brazil. We’re not saying though. Can’t say, it’s a controversial
subject. I’m not going down that route again.
Chris: It’s been a bad week for Force India as they believe that an aerodynamic update on their car this week will
help them get into the second round of qualifying. Fisichella had said during pre‐season testing that the car was
capable of making it into Q2, but they didn’t, so it didn’t work.
Me: Yea, Fisichella got pretty close during the Australian qualifying. He got scuppered by Sutil’s spin, but no dice this
week either so no improvement there.
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Chris: It’s been a good week for Vettel because apparently he’s in demand. Rumours abound that he’s sought after
by Ferrari although Berger quite vehemently says that’s not true.
Me: I think there’s a slim chance that could actually happen. Jean Todt’s out of the picture, sort of, Massa’s driving
erratically, I think Sebastian could fit into the team quite well.
Chris: Do we see him driving with Kimi?
Me: Yea, I think they’d make great team mates actually. Sebastian could learn a lot from Kimi, he’s not going to
trouble the guy to start with, and they could make a great pairing.
Chris: It’s been a bad week for aerodynamicists because sidepod mounted wing mirrors are causing drivers to
complain that they can’t see out of them. Coulthard admitted as much at a driver’s meeting prior to the Australian
Grand Prix and they’ve been moved closer to him as a result, and that screws up the aero efficiency of the car.
Me: I picked this story up from Craigblog, actually, he noticed on David Coulthard’s own blog. Coulthard was
annoyed with Massa, mostly because when it was discussed in the driver’s meeting at Australia, Massa didn’t attend,
or didn’t know and wasn’t aware of the problems that he was facing.
Chris: I don’t understand why moving them in helps, I would have thought that would reduce visibility.
Me: I think they wobble a lot when they’re out there. They’re subject to more forces and there’s more movement on
them and it’s harder to see. And also, when a car comes up alongside you, it completely disappears from your field
of vision.
Chris: Like a blind spot.
Me: To a certain degree. A bigger blind spot than you get than when the mirrors are closer.
News and Views
Chris: I think we’ve all kind of known for a while but it was officially announced this week that Toro Rosso have been
put up for sale. With the customer car loophole set to be closed in 2010, the boss of Red Bull…
Me: That’s Dietrich Mateschitz.
Chris: He doesn’t feel the need to run two Formula 1 teams, so he’s going to sell one. He said he doesn’t want to sell
Toro Rosso in 2008 but would like to find a buyer at some point before the end of the 2009 season.
Me: Long term planning in Formula 1, who’d have thought it?
Chris: I don’t really understand the point of it. Why announce it now if you don’t even want a buyer this year?
Me: I think it’s going to take a while to find the right buyer, with Berger till wanting to be involved, it might take a
little bit longer to find somebody who wants half a team rather than somebody who wants to buy it outright.
Chris: It’s good that Berger’s still going to be in it though, because he’s quite a clever man.
Me: And why’s that?
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Chris: Because he hired Bourdais.
Me: Right. That didn’t take long to mention his name, did it?
Chris: No, but this is an actual proper story. Last week, it was no fluke that Bourdais ended up ahead of Alonso and
Raikkonen in the race. During the second safty car period, Bourdais was at the back of the pack and they basically
changed his strategy, timed it correctly, asked him slow right down so that he was right outside the pit lane as it
opened.
Me: Very clever.
Chris: And that meant he didn’t have to go on the extra lap, he got a free pit stop, because he came out and caught
up with the back of the pack again. Nothing lost, everything gained.
Me: That does go some way to explain the comment he made last week that we talked about, where he said
Bourdais had a great ability to read the race.
Chris: Speaking to Autosport earlier this week and justifying his choice to bring Bourdais over from Champ Car,
Berger said: “We were not lucky, we were waiting for it and we timed everything. Scott Speed would not even
understand now what you mean, and that’s the difference. The difference of somebody you can discuss everything.”
So he’s basically saying Scott Speed wouldn’t understand that if you slow down it will help you move through the
pack.
Me: Speed would just want to go faster.
Chris: I don’t think we should go too far down the Scott Speed route…
Me: Why’s that?
Chris: Clive will hate us.
Me: Oh, yea, well Clive was introduced to the podcast, of course, as Scott Speed’s brother, so much was his support
of the guy last year, but no, let it go Clive. It’s all about Bourdais, isn’t it?
Chris: Yea, we’re just saying that Bourdais is really good.
Me: We aren’t, you are.
Chris: I’m just saying Bourdais is good. Although some of the other teams don’t think so, I think they’re just jealous.
Me: They’re not jealous, what they’re basically saying is they don’t like the current safety car rules because it turns
the whole thing into a bit of a lottery.
Chris: It does make for some interesting stratagies though.
Me: Well, safety cars have always hindered some driver and hurt others, that’s the way it’s always been, but I think
with the current regulations regarding the pit lane, it unfairly disadvantages some more than it used to.
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Chris: On this subject, Mario Theissen said: “There are discussions between Charlie and the team managers, let’s see
what the outcome is.” While Martin Whitmarsh added: “We’ve got to come up with something better, and I think
the FIA is open to that.” So, no more Bourdais jumping the pack then?
Me: Well, they haven’t deciding anything as yet, so maybe this race, he’s got one more chance.
[Sweeper]
Chris: As we said at the start of the show, the big news in the UK for Formula 1 fans is the BBC have regained the
rights to show Formula 1 coverage from next year.
Me: It’s a five year deal, it’s coming back to the BBC after twelve years, it includes internet, mobile, TV and radio
rights.
Chris: It’s the second nice thing Bernie’s done in two weeks.
Me: That’s true. Last week he gave us Formula 1 on the internet, this week Formula 1 with no advertising.
Chris: Isn’t it weird that they set up the whole ITV thing when he must have known he was giving them the boot?
Me: Well, he knew. One can assume they possibly didn’t. Maybe they mis‐handled the whole online affair, it was
certainly a last minute rush thing, maybe he just didn’t like the way they were doing things.
Chris: I have four questions about the whole thing.
Me: Four questions.
Chris: Yep. Did ITV give up? Will they keep Martin Brundle? Will it be on iPlayer? And will it be wonderful?
Me: Um, right. Starting at the beginning, did ITV give up? I say no. Because Bernie is not talking about fees or late
fines or any kind of penalty clauses. He seems genuinely happy with the whole process and therefore I think he
instigated it, just because if they had bailed he wouldn’t be happy.
Chris: They said it was a commercial decision, though, and it would make sense because they have been moaning
about lack of sponsorship.
Me: They have been, they’ve been struggling, and there’s also this rumoured deal with the football that’s
coincidentally happened on exactly the same day. I don’t know anything about football but apparently it was
important and apparently ITV wanted it, so possibly they may have given up Formula 1, handed it over to the BBC.
However, that doesn’t seem to be Bernie’s style, although I would say, he does now have his own football team so
he knows more about that sport than we’re giving him credit for.
Chris: Second question, will they keep Brundle?
Me: Well, he’s freelance, so he could do that. He does have the FIA court case hanging over his head, but if Bernie’s
his friend and he’s on his side, it shouldn’t be a problem.
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Chris: They’d be stupid not to.
Me: He used to work for the BBC and then he switched to ITV when Formula 1 did, so going back is a natural thing to
do.
Chris: Dave Brown left a comment on the blog: “Great news, BBC and F1. Lots of High Definition – hoping. And hey,
will we be able to use BBC’s iPlayer, watch F1 later? They must have Brundle on the team.”
Me: I’d love to see it on iPlayer too, and I’m sure that’s the intention.
Chris: I have seen athletics on there and also today I saw some figure skating.
Me: So, they do have some sport.
Chris: There is sport on there, but I guess it depends on Bernie and his rights. And my last question and probably the
most important: Will it be any good? Because I’ve never seen it and some people are saying the coverage wasn’t all
that great.
Me: In the past, F1 was bundled on the Grandstand program, and the BBC could be accused of not giving it the
airtime it deserved. ITV have pushed the programme forward now, so there’s no chance the BBC are going to go
back and lose what we’ve got. You also have the guaranteed fact that there will be no advertisements during the
race, so we’ll get to see every single lap.
Chris: Yea, but you say that, sometimes we tune in to 5live for a break from the ITV adverts, and they often cut to
the cricket.
Me: They do, when there’s a game on. That’s a good point. Maybe, I can’t see that happening on TV though, can
you? Hopefully not, but it could happen.
Chris: On the website, Clive said…
Me: That Clive? He’s not listening now, he tuned it ages ago.
Chris: We upset him.
Me: You can forget that.
Chris: He said: “The world has gone sane. The Beeb has always been a far better broadcaster of sports events than
ITV and their GP coverage was excellent. With the addition of all the new media technology available these days, I
think you guys in Blighty are in for a treat.”
Me: I think we are.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Our final bit of news this week is that Jean Todt has stepped down as CEO of Ferrari, but he remains the guy to
represent them in the FIA World Council. He was there in Malaysia, has he really gone?

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

Episode 57 – It Was a Long Seven Minutes in the
Renault World

5

Me: He was there, but he wasn’t wearing the famed red jumper, so I think he’s just got sick of the uniform.
Chris: Rumour has it that he wants Max’s job.
Me: It certainly looks that way, doesn’t it? It’s not good news. Not good for democracy at all.
Chris: Surely he’ll get voted in.
Me: Well, it is a voting process but it’s who you know, and if he’s got Max’s support, I’m pretty sure it’s a shoe‐in.
Chris: We had a really cool voicemail from DoctorVee.
Me: He’s not a real doctor.
Chris: He’s not a real vee, either, according to his website.
[Begin Voicemail]
DoctorVee: I wanna talk a little bit about the rumours of Jean Todt running for President of the FIA. I think it would
probably be about the worst thing that could happen to the FIA as there are so many sceptics there, myself included,
I must say, that thinking the FIA is just full of Ferrari lackeys. To have someone so closely associated with Ferrari
becoming the new President of the FIA, that would just make it worse. The fact that he apparently has the backing of
Max Mosley is just rubbing salt in the wound and let’s face it, having Bernie Ecclestone and Jean Todt in charge of
F1… I mean, do we really want two people with wee‐man syndrome running the sport?
[End Voicemail]
Me: Are you sure we’re allowed to play that on air? Vee’s just got us into a whole heap of trouble. I still think it’s
down to the cardigan though.
Qualifying
Chris: I’ve got to say, I’m really loving this live comment thing.
Me: Completely changes the way that we get to watch and qualifying and free practice, it makes it so much more
interesting.
Chris: My favourite thing though, is when we’re all really, really tired and our typing skills just disappear.
Me: Yea, it happened like that, was it Free Practice 3 and qualifying today when it just all fell to pieces, we were all
just a little bit too tired.
Chris: My faovurite typo today was when we were talking about Ted Kravitz and how we should bring back Ted
News.
Me: Oh yes, Ted News.
Chris: Yea, we said we should resurrect the jingle, and Lou said Yea, Ted should have a jiggle.
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Me: A jiggle!
Chris: A jiggle.
Me: We should all have a jiggle. A quick podcast jiggle.
Chris: There was also a funny moment when you said Davidson was doing really well, and he’s beating his team mate
and he’s beating a Force India, but he hadn’t.
Me: Not everybody had finished their laps, and I wasn’t paying complete attention and literally as I typed it Sato beat
him, and the Force India beat him, and he ended up plum last.
Chris: And The Other Steve typed Ferrario, which I think would be quite a cool brand. Ferrario, rolls off the tongue
nicely.
Me: Just one Ferrario.
Chris: Before we talk about qualifying, a couple of important things happened in Free Practice. David Coulthard’s Red
Bull smashed into a million pieces for the second time.
Me: Yes, almost with no prompting, just tapped into a kerb, completely fell to pieces.
Chris: Obviously the stewards were concerned about the safety of the car, so they ordered a technical report from
the team. They did deem that it was okay in the end but there were some concerns.
Me: I’m not surprised really, because a while ago, you remember when Mark Smith left, he went to Force India to
join up with Mike Gascoyne and one of the reasons I heard that he left was that every time he built anything, Adrian
Newey said that wasn’t good enough, it needs to be smaller. Needs to be lighter, needs to basically be more fragile,
so the chance of it falling to pieces are actually quite high.
Chris: I think Christian Horner said it was one rogue component, but you’ve got to think it’s more than that.
Me: It was one rogue component that started the process, but it’s the aftermath that’s causing the most concern, it
just fell to pieces.
Chris: And weren’t people worried that the tyres weren’t tethered on correctly?
Me: Yea, even the tyres weren’t tethered on the way they should have done. It was only a small accident, for them
to fly off the way they did.
Chris: Also in Free Practice 1, Kimi Raikkonen pulled over to the side of the road. Of course, we all thought it was the
Ferrari engine, but it turns out that he ran out of fuel.
Me: Miscommunication between the pit wall and the garage, apparently, and it may not be the first time that that’s
happened this year. We know he had problems in qualifying, Q1 in Australia. It could be that he ran out of fuel there
too.
Chris: You’re just full of rumours today, aren’t you?
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Me: It’s just non‐stop rumours.
Chris: So, onto qualifying, then, Hamilton was struggling quite a lot.
Me: A couple of people suggested he might have been running a wet setup in preparation for tomorrow, which
could be quite a smart move. If not, he does look like he’s in serious trouble.
Chris: I got the impression last year, that teams were really good at predicting the rain. Not so much.
Me: Rain’s coming in thirty seconds, and it did, almost to the letter. This year, Renault got it completely wrong.
Chris: Rain’s coming in seven minutes, they said, even though everything else was saying it wasn’t going to be for
half an hour. And it wasn’t.
Me: FOM said it wasn’t going to be half an hour, in fact, it never happened at all in the whole qualifying, so it was a
long seven minutes in the Renault world.
Chris: Trulli was really good.
Me: Yea, first in Q1, he’s got that car hooked up this weekend.
Chris: That’s why he’s called a qualifying specialist.
Me: Yea, he’s probably going to fail in the race but a good start, a good Saturday for him.
Chris: Apparently between Free Practice 3 and the start of qualifying, Bourdais had an engine change.
Me: Oh dear, is that a ten place drop and he’s lost his free engine? Oh dear. That’s not going to make you happy. He
might start from the pit lane, tomorrow, though, in which case, he might miss the first corner melee.
Chris: That’s what’s going to happen. Everyone’s going to crash into each other, and then Bourdais’ going to come
sweeping along and just go ahead of them all.
Me: Yea, I don’t think he did very well today in qualifying, I have to say, compared to last week, he didn’t do a great
job, but he seemed to be off the road more than most in this session.
Chris: I think he probably depends who you’re comparing him to.
Me: I’m comparing him to his team mate.
Chris: Well, that’s not very fair, is it?
Me: He’s been in it a bit longer, and he’s very good, he might be a Ferrari driver soon.
Chris: Well, there you go.
Me: You know what my favourite bit of the whole session was?
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Chris: Watching Bourdais?
Me: Funnily enough, no it wasn’t. It was cool to hear Ross Brawn’s voice on the radio. In the past, where Ferrari had
encrypted all their radio traffic, you never got to hear him. They only ever opened it up on the slowing down lap,
when he rarely had anything to say. Quite a unique experience, now he’s at Honda, you can hear everything he’s got
to say.
Chris: And he sounds quite smart.
Me: Yes, although they didn’t do what he suggested, because he said let’s stick with the same tyres for the whole of
the qualifying session and not change them, but Jenson did right in the last dying seconds, didn’t he?
Chris: Yea, well, he was struggling on the softer tyres, but everyone else was on the softer tyres, while he was going
round on the hard tyres, he wasn’t getting the most out of it. Then they changed and he did much better.
Me: Yea, what did he end up 11th, wasn’t it?
Chris: And Lou pointed out that’s exactly what they were aiming for.
Me: They were aiming for 11th?
Chris: Honda actually meeting targets.
Me: That’s a first, although not exceeding them yet.
Chris: A bit I thought was quite odd, was when Kovalainen was sat at the end of the pit lane waiting for the lights to
go green for Q3.
Me: It was like last year all over again. Presumably because they thought it was going to rain at any moment, they
wanted to get out as quick as they could do.
Chris: I think he did quite well, Kovalainen, cos he beat his team mate.
Me: Second race, doing well.
Chris: And he qualified in third. Although, he did get the grid place drop.
Me: It was all for naught really, due to the fact that he may have impeded Heidfeld. That was lethal, wasn’t it? How
dangerous was that?
Chris: That was crazy, the replays, just very scary stuff.
Me: Frightening, very frightening. I don’t know what they were thinking because two of the cars were offline, which
was Webber and who was the other guy, Kubica? He was offline, keeping out of the way. But the two McLaren’s
smack on the racing line going very, very slowly.

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

Episode 57 – It Was a Long Seven Minutes in the
Renault World

9

Chris: I don’t think it’s all their fault though, because obviously there’s something in the rules that’s not quite right.
That shouldn’t be allowed to happen.
Me: That needs to be adjusted before the next session because somebody somewhere is going to get hurt very
badly.
Chris: In the reports I read, it said that Hamilton was penalized for holding up Heidfeld, so he got the five place grid
drop. But Kovalainen was penalised for holding up Heidfeld and Alonso, and he also got a five place grid drop. So
why is it the same penalty?
Me: That’s a very good point, the only thing I can think is that Hamilton was weaving and thus the reason he got out
the way of Alonso was because he was moving across the track, he wasn’t keeping to a straight line. So maybe the
stewards perceived that to require an equally bad penalty as holding up two cars.
Chris: So we have to make our predictions now, the first question should be do you think it’s gonna be a wet race?
Me: Well, they’ve been promising rain since the moment we left Australia. It’s going to rain, it’s gonna rain, it’s
gonna rain. It hasn’t yet. I think at some point it’s gonna pour down.
Chris: No way.
Me: You think it’s gonna be a dry race?
Chris: They’ve been promising rain, nothing’s happened.
Me: The whole race completely dry? Okay.
Chris: Obviously my prediction is that everyone’s going to crash on the first corner and Bourdais is gonna go through.
Me: Right, you’re sticking with that prediction, are you?
Chris: Actually, cos I don’t think it’s gonna rain, I think Massa’s gonna do well.
Me: Wow, when you say well, do you mean Massa for the win?
Chris: Well, he’s on pole so he can probably just lead the way.
Me: And who for second?
Chris: I think I’m not sure which one but a BMW.
Me: And for third?
Chris: Maybe another BMW.
Me: Blimey, two BMWs in the top three? Never gonna happen.
Chris: This is why I don’t do well on Fantasy Racers.
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Me: I noticed you dropped three more during the week. Since there hasn’t been any racing, that’s quite an
achievement.
Chris: Thanks for pointing that out to everybody.
Me: Yea, I don’t know what happened there, there’s going to have to be an investigation.
Chris: Well, fine, if you’re so good at it, what are your predictions?
Me: Well, I’m banking on the rain at some point and I think that will bring both McLarens back in to play. I think
Hamilton will probably get a better run in the wet, and therefore I’m gonna put him third. Second, I’m gonna put
Trulli because I think his luck’s in this weekend, he can’t seem to do anything wrong. With a bit of wet, as long as he
keeps it on the track, I think he might put it on the podium.
Chris: It’s about time he had a good day.
Me: And then I’m gonna put Alonso for the win, because in the rain he is a demon, even in that rubbish car he’s
running right now.
Chris: Alonso?
Me: Yea, he’s good in the wet.
Chris: That would be a good podium to see, I think.
Me: It would be a great podium. My predictions are: Alonso, Trulli, Hamilton. You’re looking forward to it already,
aren’t you?
Chris: Well, that’s it for the first half of our show. We’re gonna take a short break now, I’m gonna go to bed, then in
30 seconds time, it’s gonna be Sunday.
Me: That’s a short sleep.
Chris: Yea.
Me: That’s not gonna do you any good at all.
Chris: No, we’ll be talking about the race and we’ll have your feedback.
[Jingle: “Come and join Sidepodcast on Facebook. You can be my friend by looking up Christine Blachford or you can
join our group by searching for Sidepodcast. Post photos, watch videos, take part in discussions and share your links.
It’s all happening on Facebook, so visit us now.”]
The Race
Chris: So I just said it’s gonna be Sunday, but it’s actually Monday.
Me: Ugh, I’m so confused now.
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Chris: I’m hoping at some point we’re going to get into some kind of routine.
Me: Why is it Monday?
Chris: I had a bit of an incident yesterday with my laptop.
Me: And it delayed you for a day, but we’re back on track now.
Chris: We are, thank god it’s a bank holiday.
Me: Saturday and Monday.
Chris: Yes, it does mean we’ve had more time to think about the race, though.
Me: I haven’t had many thoughts. Not really.
Chris: It wasn’t that bad. Everyone’s saying it was really rubbish, but I mean, compared to Australia obviously, it was
more boring, but it wasn’t that bad.
Me: No, actually, it was quite enjoyable, but there wasn’t much to analyse afterwards, though, was there? It didn’t
require too much thought, basically it was straightforward except for Massa. Really, my question is, how long is he
gonna last, and who’s going to replace him?
Chris: It makes the talk about Vettel seem even more likely, doesn’t it?
Me: It certainly does, poor Massa.
Chris: I actually predicted he would do well because I didn’t think it was gonna rain. So, I was right with the rain, not
so much with the Massa thing.
Me: No, I was completely wrong with my predictions because all my predictions were based on the fact it was going
to be a wet race. So, we’ve established we’re hopeless at making predictions and no one should ever listen to a word
we’ve got to say, so therefore, when is Massa going to leave?
Chris: I think the question on everyone’s lips is who’s going to be first, Massa or Nakajima?
Me: Ah, and you think Nakajima’s gonna go first?
Chris: Well, he was quite useless.
Me: He was more useless than Massa, he just went round and round at the back.
Chris: At least we know Massa can drive sometimes. Nakajima, I have yet to see anything good.
Me: It wasn’t all his fault though, because he did pick up a puncture, which was slightly unfortunate. Although later
on in the race, he flat spotted his tyres and therefore went flying off the road, not a great achievement, another blot
on his copybook.
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Chris: I was slightly right in my predictions, though, because I said BMWs would do well.
Me: Kubica did really, really well. Second 2nd position, in the second BMW.
Chris: That’s a lot of seconds.
Me: That is, isn’t it? I carried that off well, I thought.
Chris: He did well to qualify sixth because he was the last front runner to pit, he just kept going and going.
Me: Yea, and Heidfeld should have qualified in front of him, in fact, had he not got held up on his quick lap during
qualifying.
Chris: Well, Heidfeld was fast, because he had the fastest lap right at the end of the race, but it was difficult to tell
how well he did during the race because at the beginning he got knocked back a bit, didn’t he?
Me: He bumped into Trulli.
Chris: So he was stuck in traffic a lot.
Me: Ever so gently, and then, yea, he was stuck behind loads and loads of slow moving traffic and you weren’t quite
sure how fast he could have been had he had some clear air.
Chris: Heidfeld was involved in the best bit of the race, though.
Me: Which was that?
Chris: The three way battle.
Me: Oh yea, that was good. That went on corner after corner, didn’t it?
Chris: Heidfeld got past Coulthard and Alonso quite quickly really, on the first corner, and then it was just them two
left.
Me: They left the door open for him, didn’t they? They were so busy having their own little battle, he just sythed his
way through.
Chris: Alonso and Coulthard were left side by side through loads of corners but I thought Alonso was a bit naughty
because he swerved into Coulthard.
Me: He did jink to the right down the main straight, a little bit unnecessary, didn’t need to do that I don’t think.
Chris: He should have been a bit wary because if he’d have touched Coulthard’s car, it would just fall apart.
Me: Like a clown car. All the wheels, yea.
Chris: Talking of cars that fall apart, we were obviously keeping our eye on the Ferrari engines.
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Me: Oh yes, how did they do this time?
Chris: Only two of them finished.
Me: Disappointing, I expected more.
Chris: But it’s hard to say whether it’s actually engine problems, or not.
Me: Well, Massa’s wasn’t. That was people problems.
Chris: Sutil’s was slightly suspicious.
Me: Yea, no one’s really saying what happened there.
Chris: Vettel, his car overheated, so you can’t really tell whether that’s the engines fault or not.
Me: No, it sounded like most of the car was breaking before the engine went, so probably not Ferrari’s problem.
Chris: And Bourdais, he had gearbox issues.
Me: Yea, he had major issues, didn’t he? He did not do well this race.
Chris: He said he got stuck between two gears, so he missed the corner and it wasn’t his fault?
Me: You’re defending the indefensible there. It wasn’t a great race.
Chris: It wasn’t a great lap. The two that did finish were Fisichella and Raikkonen. According to Kimi, they turned the
engines down before the first pit stop.
Me: That is frightening.
Chris: How safe are they playing it?
Me: Well, that’s true, that’s another way of looking at it. I never looked at it like that, see I thought they won the
race very easily and had loads more power to spare, but on the other hand, you raise a good point. If they hadn’t
turned it down, they may not have made it to the end.
Chris: But it also means they really are super duper fast if they can turn their engines down and still…
Me: Before the first stop, which is interesting, because the first stop, Raikkonen had to jump Massa. So, presumably,
he didn’t mean just before the first stop, did he? Or did they turn both of them down at the same time?
Chris: I don’t know, he said they turned the engine down just before the first stop, so maybe that means both.
Me: And he still managed to jump Massa.
Chris: But that was really impressive. He only had one extra lap.
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Me: But he knew that though, right at the beginning he could have pressured Massa into the first corner, but he
decided not to. He decided to hold back, wait his turn, wait his chance and then take it during the pit stops.
Chris: Smart move.
Me: Good thinking.
Chris: At the other end of the grid, both Super Aguri’s finished. That’s quite impressive, considering the hard ship
they’ve gone through.
Me: I didn’t realise that the last race was the first time either driver had attempted a race start without traction
control.
Chris: Wow, so even getting off the line is quite impressive.
Me: Yea, getting it started is an impressive achievement. So they’ve done that twice now. Whoopee!
Chris: Because we’re slightly delayed, I actually had chance to listen to the Chequered Flag podcast, from Radio 5live
and they were saying that this race is the first full race distance the Super Aguri’s have managed since Brazil 2007.
Me: That was like the race before last.
Chris: Yea.
Me: Um.
Chris: Yea, so they didn’t do race distance in testing, so what?
Me: On top of that, neither driver came last, did they?
Chris: Nope.
Me: Nakajima was behind them. That’s how bad a race he had.
Chris: Or how good the Super Aguri’s were.
Me: Come on, that Williams was much better than last place, that was a hopeless showing. Sato didn’t have an
unblemished race though, did he?
Chris: Red Bull are suggesting that he might have blocked Webber when Webber was on a charge.
Me: Yea, according to their post‐race press release, he got in their way at a crucial moment. Which is a bit of a
shame, because apart from that, a really good showing from Super Aguri.
Chris: Webber did really well, because he was up to fourth.
Me: Right at the beginning.
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Chris: Obviously, he sank back during the race.
Me: Yea, probably due to Sato.
Chris: But he did finish seventh, and he did finish.
Me: When was the last time he scored points, he must be very happy with that?
Chris: I don’t remember seeing much of Coulthard, really, except for that three way battle, but apparently he wasn’t
very well.
Me: Yea, he missed the driver’s parade because he was sick, and then he wasn’t feeling too great in the afternoon,
so possibly that was the reason he was a little bit behind his team mate.
Chris: Chances are that Trulli is in a good mood, now.
Me: Yea, he did a really good race and didn’t fall asleep at the end when it really, really mattered.
Chris: Fall asleep?
Me: He always, well, in the past he’s certainly fallen asleep towards the end of the race, especially in the last couple
of laps.
Chris: He finished fourth which is very respectable, and at the end when ITV were interviewing him, he said that he
finally had a car he could drive because Toyota had finally started listening to him.
Me: Okay, so they weren’t listening to him before?
Chris: Apparently.
Me: What were they doing all this time?
Chris: Maybe they were listening to Ralf.
Me: There is that.
Chris: He definitely held off the pressure of Hamilton really well.
Me: Yes, he did really well. You’d have thought he would have succumbed to that pressure, it was looking
increasingly likely towards the end. Ten out of ten for Mr Trulli.
Chris: You know what I’ve noticed? In Hamilton’s pit stop, obviously they got stuck with the wheel, but there was
loads and loads of brake dust, and when Massa spun off, loads of brake dust. I don’t ever remember seeing this
much brake dust before.
Me: It’s not a heavy braking circuit, is it? But the only thing I can imagine is both of those cars have front wheel bins.
Maybe it contains the carbon fibre more than the old system which released it into the air.
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Chris: Might it cause more problems?
Me: The brake dust not on it’s own, no, I don’t think it will, but you might see more and more problems from these
front wheel bins. Because they’re so fiddly to get off and so fiddly to get back on again, that in the pit stops it’s going
to be more and more critical that these things work the way they’re designed to.
Chris: I did notice when they finally got the new wheel on, the wheel bin was spinning and I think Martin Brundle
said that kind of negated the whole point of it.
Me: Absolutely, it made it worse, I should imagine, because it’s not designed to go round and round like that, and it
would have disturbed the airflow more than necessary, so when they go wrong, they go really, really wrong.
Chris: I guess on the subject of bad pit stops, you’ve got to mention Barrichello.
Me: Second infringement in two races.
Chris: He said he couldn’t see the pit lane markers.
Me: He got a drive through penalty because he couldn’t see the pit lane markers, and last week he couldn’t see the
pit lane red light.
Chris: Eye test.
Me: What does experience buy you in this game, I ask you?
Chris: That’s pretty much all the exciting things that happened in the race. I did notice in the press conference,
Kubica said something weird.
Me: What did he say?
Chris: He said: “Our drink was already hot at the beginning of the race, extremely hot, as in the cockpit we have
massive temperatures. So I didn’t drink a lot because the drink was too hot. Next time I might drink hot tea inside
the bottle.”
Me: Why have the BMWs got such extreme temperature within the cockpit, especially when the cars not moving, it
was sat on the grid. Surely they shouldn’t be having that kind of problem.
Chris: Well, I don’t know, but maybe someone else out there can help us.
Me: Yea, leave us some comments, let us know what you think, because apart from sealing up the front of the nose,
I can’t see how you can make a cockpit extremely hot, certainly not hotter than all the other cars.
Chris: Maybe it’s the brake dust. Hopefully, next year we won’t be quite so tired, because Bernie has confirmed that
Malaysia will be a night race.
Me: Thank goodness for that, my body clock is ruined. I suspect because we’ve got back to back flyaway races.
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Chris: I mean, we haven’t had a chance to recover from Australia.
Me: No, and we haven’t had time to digest exactly what happened in Australia, have we?
Chris: And a lot happened.
Me: A lot happened in Australia. One thing I was going to say which is worth keeping in mind, is seventeen out of the
last eighteen seasons, the world champion has won by the second race.
Chris: So, you’ve got to put your money on Raikkonen or Hamilton then?
Me: Absolutely, smart money goes on those two.
Chris: Hamilton is still leading the championship.
Me: Kimi looks to have a car advantage though.
Chris: He’s definitely caught up, in this one race.
Me: Massa’s out of it.
Chris: Yea, no points.
Me: And I presume because they’ve got Massa in the other car, Ferrari have no hope in the constructors.
Chris: Well, they’re third, aren’t they? Even BMW are ahead of them.
Me: Absolutely. Unless they find another 780 page dossier, I think the chances of them winning this one are out of
the question.
Feedback
Chris: We’ve had a couple of voicemails this week, we played you earlier Doctor Vee’s voicemail, but there was a bit
at the beginning that was a bit of a sneaky plug, so we thought we would chop it out there and play it here instead.
Me: Go for it.
[Begin Voicemail]
DoctorVee: Hi guys, it’s Duncan here, or you probably know me better as Doctor Vee. First of all, I want to thank
Christine for writing a post on my new F1 blog the other week, Vee8. It was very much appreciated. And if I can just
get a little sneaky plug in, if I can point out that anyone can write a post for the blog, the aim is to have the style of a
blog with the open‐ness of a forum, so you just have to register and then you can get posting, and your thoughts will
be right there.
[End Voicemail]
Me: That’s very cool, and if anybody else has got a Formula 1 website or blog or forum, or anything else worth
plugging, give us a ring, leave us a message and we’ll try and play it on the show.
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Chris: Our second voicemail is from Peter Restaino. It’s quite a long one, but there are lots of good thoughts in there,
because he was actually at the Australian Grand Prix.
Me: Sidepodcast field reporter, let’s hear it.
[Begin Voicemail]
Peter: Hi guys, it’s Peter Restaino from Australia. Just leaving a voicemail message. It was a good weekend, it was
very hot, obviously, sitting in the stands. Melbourne being my home race, I quite enjoyed it. Also enjoyed the
traction control being off, just watching those tails slide out a little bit, make it a bit more unpredictable. The Hondas
were so loud, they were much more different sounding than every other race car, I don’t know, but obviously the
clothes in the cars were quite ugly as well. I think Albert Park’s a great circuit and there’s always a controversy first
race of the season, but I don’t know how they’re going to light up 300 hectares of parkland, it will be quite difficult.
But New South Wales has Eastern Creek, but it’s just east of the creek in the middle of nowhere, so the city doesn’t
have any interesting events like Melbourne does. And, there’s no rivalry between Sydney and Melbourne, Sydney’s
just a pack of losers, that’s all. I was a bit upset about Ferrari, obviously, being a Ferrari fan, Massa was just rubbish,
as you would say. And I think Kimi had two massive moments during the race, but you know, bring Vettel on and
we’ll probably have a good package there. Feel sorry for Webber, of course, but still got the black cat in the cockpit
with him. Just want to say you’re probably best Formula 1 podcasts on the web, keep it up. Thanks very much, Bye.
[End Voicemail]
Chris: Good to hear there’s no rivalry between Melbourne and Sydney.
Me: Yea, Sydney’s just a pack of losers.
Chris: Apparently so.
Me: And Massa’s rubbish, I agree with that one.
Chris: He’s rubbish, yep. If anyone else is going to races this year, and wants to be a Sidepodcast field reporter, the
number to call is 0121 28 87225.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Well, it’s time for the obligatory Fantasy Racers update.
Me: Well, you could sound a little bit more happy about it.
Chris: Yea, out of 123 teams, I am 109th.
Me: You dropped down. How did you do that?
Chris: You know, it’s fine. I’m totally where I expected to be, not at all worried. It’s all good.
Me: If so many other teams hadn’t joined, you’d be literally right at the back now.
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Chris: Well, no, actually, I’m slightly ahead of Poppy’s Tigers. She’s 116th. So there. But, I think she had to pin all her
hopes on Trulli, which is never a good state to be in.
Me: You know you’re in trouble when that happens.
Chris: You are 72nd.
Me: I’ve dropped as well then. In fact, I’ve dropped more places than you have.
Chris: Yea, and Latitudinal Inertia is ahead of you.
Me: Yea, but since last week, I’ve discovered that’s Nikki’s team and you showed me a picture on Facebook, so I
forgive her for all ills.
Chris: And Must Beat Sidepodcast is ahead of us as well.
Me: That sucks, I’m not happy about that one.
Chris: 51st.
Me: Dammit.
Chris: I found the best team name of the week. My favourite team name: As Good As Massa In Oz.
Me: You can amend that. They should rename that now. As good as Massa.
Chris: Yea, just generally.
Me: How does our top five look now then?
Chris: In 5th place, Rubber Baby Buggy Bumpers with 902 points, 4th is Hugh Jass Racing with 905, 3rd Fledglings with
906, 2nd place Canuck F1 with 907, and in 1st place Bergie’s Team with 955.
Me: So Bergie’s team have held the top spot for another week.
Chris: Can I just say how glad I am that Rubber Baby Buggy Bumpers and Hugh Jass Racing are doing so well.
Me: Oh, darn it.
Chris: Do you remember I was telling you about the spreadsheet that Daniel Galloway sent to me, with the efficiency
of the drivers, points compared to cost. Well, we have an updated one. Apparently the ideal team to have was Jarno
Trulli, Robert Kubica, Kimi Raikkonen, and Mark Webber.
Me: That makes sense. For this race. Not for the last race.
Chris: It looks like so far this season, Heidfeld is the most efficient driver, followed by Rosberg. Trulli has obviously
improved massively, and I just want to point out that Bourdais is in the middle, he’s not rubbish.
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Me: Okay, he’s not as good as last week though.
Chris: No, Sutil is the worst driver to have. And I have him.
Me: Oh. He’s on my team too. I noticed that it’s all getting a bit competitive by the second race of the season.
Chris: Yea, everyone’s picking on me.
Me: Lots and lots of comments on the blog laughing at your incompetence in this league.
Chris: Thanks.
Me: You’re embarrassing us, you’re making us look bad.
Chris: Well, Shashank said: “People over at Autosport F1 are also using Fantasy Racers. We have to beat their league,
guys. Which is the better league is decided by taking the average of the top five of each league. Right now we are
leading at 919 by 11.6 points. Go Sidepodcast!”
Me: Yea, we haven’t got a hope, we’ve got you and Poppy in our league.
Chris: Well, we’re never gonna be in the top five. That’s not a problem.
Me: Oh, that’s true. It’s just the top five. Oh, okay. Well, we might have a chance then. In that case, go the Buggy
Bumpers, go.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Dan Cross posted a picture on our Facebook group…
Me: Which you can see on the enhanced podcast now, if you’re looking.
Chris: It’s of a snippet of F1 Racing magazine this month where Dan’s question to Ross Brawn was printed.
Me: And what did he ask him?
Chris: He asked Ross Brawn: “Do you think Jenson Button should shave?”
Me: Hasn’t Ross Brawn got a beard?
Chris: Yea. Well, Ross Brawn’s answer was: “Well, that’s wrong the question to ask me, isn’t it? I think he looks very
suave.” Also in F1 Racing this month is groovy little quiz called Could You Be an F1 Strategist?
Me: And you tested me, and apparently I can’t.
Chris: No, you were sort of halfway.
Me: 6 out of 10.
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Chris: Yea, but it was better than me, because I didn’t even understand the questions, so…
Me: Also posted on Facebook this week was a very hurtful comment.
Chris: Yea, we asked for suggestions for our new subtitle. And we’ve had lots, lots of good ones. And we also had
one from Michael and it said: Sidepodcast, In Our Own League.
Me: Yea, that’s not what he said though, is it? What did it really say?
Chris: It said: Sidepodcast (112nd) In Our Own League. That’s mean, and wrong because I’m 109th actually, so…
Me: Yea, the problem with that subtitle is we’d have to change it every week. And it would just descend.
Chris: It would just be getting lower and lower. We also had some other suggestions as well. Jonathan said:
“Sidepodcast, On Pole for F1 News”
Me: I like.
Chris: Which is very good. And Michael had some nice ones. He said: “Sidepodcast, Injecting F1 Into Your System” or
“Sidepodcast, F1 Has Evolved, So Has Podcasting.”
Me: He’s all heart.
Chris: Luke left a message on the Facebook wall saying: “I’ve seen boatraces more exciting than that race. I feel really
annoyed I got up at 6am to watch it.”
Me: I don’t know if it was quite that bad.
Chris: I think it was fine. But the boat race, is on next week, so you know.
Me: Four hours of build up, two minutes of racing. Come back to us next week, Luke, and tell us if you really enjoyed
the boat race more. Actually, no, I thought the race was pretty good and it sets up the championship perfectly for
Bahrain, and I’m looking forward to that one in two weeks time.
Chris: That’s it for this week, we’ll be back next week on Sunday.
Me: We promise.
Chris: There isn’t a race then.
Me: That gives me time to apply for Massa’s job.
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