Episode 53 – They’ve Got the Drivers, They’ve Got the Money, What Can Go Wrong?
Coming Up
Chris: This is Sidepodcast, Episode 53 ‐ They’ve Got the Drivers, They’ve Got the Money, What Can Go Wrong?
Coming up on today’s show pay‐drivers, lying drivers, depressed drivers, a rundown of the teams, and the
competition really starts here.
Intro
Me: So, update us then, how has the last seven days been for you?
Chris: Much, much better. I’m having a much better week.
Me: Oh good, you got over the trials and tribulations of the previous week.
Chris: Yes, but I would like to prove to you that the week before was the worst week of my whole life.
Me: Oh do, do.
Chris: I also, on top of everything else, everything else was going wrong. I also got caught speeding.
Me: Right, and where were you going at the time?
Chris: To my mum’s house to post the show.
Me: Right, because we didn’t have any broadband, you went to your mum’s house in the early hours of the morning,
and you were in a bit of a rush, probably weren’t concentrating, a bit stressed out about the whole podcast thing,
and you got caught speeding.
Chris: Apparently the police aren’t Sidepodcast fans.
Good Week/Bad Week
Chris: It’s been a good week for Bernie Ecclestone, as Alonso has taken the unusual step of agreeing with him.
Speaking out about the race row at Barcelona, Alonso agrees that it’s a one off incident and that the sport doesn’t
need a campaign.
Me: He might want to be careful, he may incur the wrath of Max, by disagreeing with him there.
Chris: I don’t think Alonso is scared of Max. It’s been a bad week for Super Aguri who, having delayed the launch of
their new car, announced they weren’t going to be at the test in Barcelona. They didn’t miss much, to be fair, it was
a very wet business, and they were probably better off saving their testing mileage. However, it’s yet another sign
that things are looking pretty bad.
Me: You know, I think I’m slowly cottoning on to their game.
Chris: What’s that then?
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Me: Well, I reckon, because they had such a good year last year, and they know they can’t have another good year
this year, I think they’re trying to lower our expectations to absolute rock bottom, and then for the rest of the year
we’ll go, ah well, they’re not doing very well, but at least they’re in it.
Chris: They did have a good year last year, but I think there might be more to it than that. Didn’t Aguri Suzuki fly out
to Japan for crisis talks?
Me: Yea, but it might be the ultimate form of sandbagging. That’s what I’m thinking now.
Chris: Pretending that you’re going out of business?
Me: It’s a bit extreme, it might work!
Chris: It’s been a good week for Fuji racegoers, as their circuit is due for an update. After many, many complaints last
year, the organisers of the event in Fuji have decided to take action. They’re improving transport to and from the
circuit, putting on buses and things like that, and then there’ll be better facilities ‐ bigger TV screens and improved
walkways.
Me: Is there any chance they can do anything to fix the weather? Because it was a diabolical race on television, and I
do appreciate that they want to make the fans feel much better about attending the race, however, if it’s like that
again this year, it’s gonna suck.
Chris: I don’t think they control the weather, I think that was the mountain’s fault.
Me: Maybe, they should move the racetrack. They used to have a really good one, somewhere else in Japan. I forget
where it was.
Chris: That’s okay, they’re going back there next year.
Me: Oh, are they? Okay, we’ll wait ‘til then, then.
Chris: It’s been a bad week for Ralph Schumacher, who’s admitted that he made up the fact that he had options to
remain in Formula 1 this year. He says he wanted a nice quiet exit from the sport. I think it would be quieter if you
didn’t go round lying to everyone, but does he really think we didn’t realise? Also, he says he’s even more
determined to do a good job in the DTM series this year, after Michael Schumacher said that even he would struggle
making the transition from F1, so god knows how his brother will get on, or words to that effect.
Me: I think that Pinocchio Schumacher is lying his way to an easy entrance into DTM this year.
Chris: Well, apparently lying gives you a quiet life so...
Me: Anything for an easy life.
News and Views
Chris: In the news this week, Mutua Madrilena have followed Alonso back to Renault, after a brief stint sponsoring
McLaren. They’ve been talking about this since probably about November, but it’s only just been confirmed.
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Me: I’d like to know how many sponsors Heikki has taken with him to McLaren. I’m guessing, not a single one.
Chris: On the International Herald Tribune blog, Brad Spurgeon said that a driver bringing a sponsor with him is
usually known as a pay driver, and we all know how good pay driver’s usually are.
Me: Yea, it’s slightly different because they’re obviously coming along for the ride. They want to be with Alonso, he’s
not dragging them along in order to stay within the sport. Although, mind you, with his salary, possibly he is. He’s
just a very expensive pay driver, that’s all he is.
Chris: Grandprix.com has a different take on it, saying that the company could be seen to be deserting a team in
trouble and that’s not a good look for an insurance company. I completely disagree, because obviously they’re a
Spanish company and they want to sponsor the Spanish driver, they don’t want to sponsor McLaren.
Me: I’m really worried about Grandprix.com. I’m beginning to think that the people writing for them are on the
McLaren payroll. When was the last time you read a bad word about McLaren on that website?
Chris: It could be. They never knowingly criticise them.
Me: Never openly have a bad word to say about them. I think it’s a pretty tenuous argument because that company
only exist in Spain, they’re not a multi‐national corporation that could take the sales hit with a couple of Spanish fans
in the way that Mercedes are having to at the moment. It makes sense for them to go, it makes perfect business
sense to up sticks, head to Renault and sponsor the number on Spanish driver.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Here at Sidepodcast Towers, we’re getting a little bit concerned about Trulli. He’s completely depressed about
the championship being over before it’s begun. Then he’s saying Toyota might stand a chance of fighting near the
top. Now he’s saying no one will be on the podium except Ferrari and McLaren. What is going on?
Me: Right. Who let him decide the championship?
Chris: Well, I figured he got told off by Toyota for saying negative things about the team, but then he said positive
things and now he’s gone back to the negative.
Me: He just can’t decide, can he? Earlier this week, didn’t you call him bipolar?
Chris: Well, I did, because if he was told to say really positive things, did they not realise how that would make him
look? A bit indecisive.
Me: Yes, nutcase.
Chris: That’s another way of putting it. I also noticed that towards the end of this week Timo Glock said something
about not being sure about this year’s Toyota and that it would probably be fighting with Renault and Williams for
position.
Me: That probably didn’t go down too well, either.
Chris: How long before he changes his mind?
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Me: Monday.
[Sweeper]
Chris: There was a lot of testing going on in Spain this week, but it was very wet.
Me: Started off really, really wet, didn’t it? And it brightened up towards the end of the week.
Chris: Of particular note, this week, team’s turned up with their race crews, which is a good sign.
Me: Yea, dress rehearsal.
Chris: Red Bull and Williams have full race personnel operating like the team will at the races.
Me: It’s getting close, isn’t it? The season is almost upon us.
Chris: Noticeably, Williams did a lot more testing than anyone else in the wet.
Me: Yes, not too scared of that watery stuff that comes down from the sky.
Chris: Everyone else just stayed in the garages. I wrote a blog post about it because I think if it was me, I would want
to get out there and practice in the wet.
Me: Yea, you made a pretty good point there, because there’s a lot of talk about how dangerous a wet race is going
to be and how traction control isn’t going to be able to save the driver’s anymore and everyone’s going to crash and
there’s only going to be a couple of driver’s finishing and all that rubbish, yet, when they’ve got an opportunity to go
out and test, no one wants to.
Chris: Practice makes perfect, as they say.
Me: Yea, they should be out there getting the miles in, shouldn’t they? The testing regulations, presumably don’t
help, the fact that there’s more chance you could damage a car at this late stage in testing. The team’s are probably
a little bit wary of that happening. However, there’s no argument that driving in the wet is going to be dangerous
this year, if they’re not prepared to go out there and put the hours in.
Chris: Shaun left a good comment on the blog, he said: “If it were up to the driver’s, I can’t imagine them not
wanting to go out in the rain. Maybe Schumacher can show them how a real racer can drive in the rain, if it does rain
next week in Barcelona.”
Me: Oh yea, because he’s gonna turn up, isn’t he? Monday morning, Barcelona test. If it’s wet, I bet he’s gonna put
everyone else in his place.
Chris: I think it’s quite funny that we used to hate Schumacher with a passion, but he’s been away for one season,
and now that’s completely gone. I wouldn’t go so far as to say I like him, but I would really enjoy it if he came back
and showed them how it was done.
Me: Do we think the benchmark has dropped a little bit in his absence? People are getting a little bit lax, they’re not
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trying as hard as they used to.
Chris: I think we’ll probably find out on Monday, because he’s testing against Raikkonen.
Me: Not really against, it’s not a competition. He’s alongside Raikkonen. That is going to be something worth seeing.
Chris: Because you can just picture them working together.
Me: Oh yea.
2008 Contenders
Chris: Last week we ran through the drivers that are going to be competing this year, and now it’s time to take a look
at the teams, starting with Ferrari.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Ferrari Marlboro, Base ‐ Maranello, Italy, Drivers ‐ Raikkonen, Massa, Chassis ‐ F2008, Engine ‐
Ferrari, Principal ‐ Stefano Domenicali, Poles ‐ 195, Wins ‐ 201]
Chris: Firstly, what changes have they made to their car?
Me: Well, the biggest issue they faced last year, aside from the reliability was the problem the car had in slow cars.
Chris: Monaco.
Me: Yea, specifically, but also in other areas. So, they made a lot of changes to try and address that issue.
Chris: Of course there are more street circuits this year, so they needed to address that.
Me: Yea, I think they reduced the wheelbase by a little bit, and presumably messed around with the weight
distribution, just to hopefully overcome those problems they were facing.
Chris: They also appear to have made some changes at the back, which we thought they might have, because when
they launched, they didn’t release any pictures. It looks like they’ve got a more conventional rear suspension,
because the previous setup they had was “hampering their ability to make adjustments mid‐season.”
Me: It was a major issue for them, actually, because they were messing around with the rear of that car in the latter
races last year.
Chris: And they’ve made some changes at the front, the nose is a little bit higher.
Me: So, based on last year’s success and the fact that they’ve got the biggest budget in the pit lane, presumably,
they’ll be the constructor’s champions again this year. They’ve got the drivers, they’ve got the money, what can go
wrong?
Chris: They have had lots of staff changes this year, and they’ve lost Ross Brawn, although how much input he
actually had last year, we don’t know.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ BMW‐Sauber, Base ‐ Hinwil, Switzerland, Drivers ‐ Heidfeld, Kubica, Chassi ‐ F1.08, Engine ‐ BMW,
Principal ‐ Mario Theissen, Poles ‐ 0, Wins ‐ 0]
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Chris: BMW have tweaked their sidepods, they’ve got a narrower nose and their front wing looks just like last year’s
McLaren.
Me: An oversized McLaren, though, it is a huge front wing.
Chris: They’ve also implemented those front and rear wheel rims.
Me: Yep, and the front rims have a little bit sticking out, not as excessively as McLaren, they haven’t gone quite as
far as that, but possibly outside the regulations.
Chris: Yea, you keep saying that, but there is no proof.
Me: I’ve said it twice. I wouldn’t say, don’t accuse me of repeating myself. I’ve mentioned it once, I’ve mentioned it
again.
Chris: They’ve tightened up the bodywork around the engine cover which presumably means they’ve made progress
with the cooling issues, and they’ve got a new wing just behind the fuel tank.
Me: And last year, they exceeded everybody’s expectations. This year, only a win is going to be good enough. Do we
think they can do it?
Chris: I hope they do, I really want them to, but Trulli’s got me a bit depressed thinking only McLaren and Ferrari will
be on the podium.
Me: That’s true. They’ll get a pole though, won’t they?
Chris: They do already have a pole.
Me: Oh, do they?
Chris: Yea.
Me: When?
Chris: Kubica.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ ING Renault F1, Base ‐ Enstone, England, Drivers ‐ Alonso, Piquet, Chassis ‐ R28, Engine ‐ Renault,
Principal ‐ Flavio Briatore, Poles ‐ 49, Wins ‐ 33]
Chris: Renault have a lower nose, and that’s significant because the front wing was suspended on vertical uprights
and they’ve now had to change that completely.
Me: Yes, and they’ve also stolen the McLaren bridge wing idea. You know, the innovative thing that McLaren came
out with midway through last year.
Chris: The bit that goes over the top.

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

Episode 53 – They’ve Got the Drivers, They’ve Got
the Money, What Can Go Wrong?

6

Me: Yea, they’ve got one of them.
Chris: They’ve also stolen the front wheel rim covers idea.
Me: Yea, seen them before.
Chris: And, they also have tighter bodywork around the engine.
Me: Right, just like BMW. So, anything original on it?
Chris: No. Presumably with Alonso back on board we’re expecting a resurgence from Renault?
Me: Ooh, at least six tenths.
Chris: It’ll be quite embarrassing if he doesn’t manage to get six tenths, but he did say that he doesn’t think they’ll be
getting any wins this year.
Me: Pat Symonds thinks they’ve fixed the majority of the problems they were facing last year, there’s no reason why
they shouldn’t be back at the sharp end of the grid.
Chris: They have been the most vocal about problems with the standard ECU though.
Me: Yes, that’s true. They had a lot of issues to overcome. McLaren do have that advantage at the start of the
season, presumably that will diminish as we progress.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ AT&T Williams, Base ‐ Grove, England, Drivers ‐ Rosberg, Nakajima, Chassis ‐ FW30, Engine ‐
Toyota, Principal ‐ Frank Williams, Poles ‐ 125, Wins ‐ 113]
Chris: Williams have some updates around the sidepods, we’re not sure if the wheelbase has been altered, but they
have focused on weight distribution, and they’ve got a new front wing with downturned ends.
Me: Fancy, although it did break a couple of times in testing, didn’t they?
Chris: Yea, but not recently, so we presume they’ve got that fixed.
Me: Yea, they did hit the ground running in testing, and they’ve been really, really quick. Lots of good sounds coming
out of the team, I like that they couldn’t be bothered to do a launch this year.
Chris: Last week we were saying that Rosberg’s been very loyal to the team, and they need to start repaying that
with some results. And I think this could be the year that they manage it.
Me: Are they gonna do pretty well at the beginning of the year and then fade out or do you think they’ll be able to
keep that level of performance up that they’ve got now all the way to the end of the season?
Chris: You never know, they could go up.
Me: Wow, that would be very impressive, especially on their budget, that would be unbelievable.
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Chris: We must take a short break now but join us in a few moments for a rundown of the rest of the teams, and of
course, your feedback.
[Jingle: “If you’ve got any comments or feedback, why not leave us a voicemail? It’s free if you’re a Skype user, find us
under the username Sidepodcast, or you can ring us in the UK on 0121 28 TRACK. Internationally, it’s +44 121 28
87225. If you’re the more shy and retiring type, you can always email me christine@sidepodcast.com.]
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Red Bull Racing, Base ‐ Milton Keynes, England, Drivers ‐ Coulthard, Webber, Chassis ‐ RB4,
Engine ‐ Renault, Principal ‐ Christian Horner, Poles ‐ 0, Wins ‐ 0]
Chris: Red Bull have a shorter, fatter nose, with their bridge wing. The wheel base remains unchanged but they have
tweaked with the weight distribution and moved it forward, but most importantly, they’ve got a new gear box.
Me: They’ve promised that they’ve fixed the reliability issues on that thing, and hopefully, they’re gonna finish a
race.
Chris: Mark Webber seemed more confident and he’s the one that had all the bad luck.
Me: Yes, well, he always brings bad luck, but maybe, maybe, maybe they’ve made an industrial strength thing that
will just never break.
Chris: Maybe they’ll have one gearbox to last the whole season. I suppose by now we should be starting to see the
Newey effect.
Me: Yes, well, obviously visibly, rear fin. That’s apparent during testing, however, one thing I was going to say about
that. It looks like on windy days, the RB4 is much happier out on track than it’s competitors. I wouldn’t be surprised if
a couple of teams have noticed that and considering a rear fin of their own.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Panasonic Toyota Racing, Base ‐ Cologne, Germany, Drivers ‐ Trulli, Glock, Chassis ‐ TF108, Engine
‐ Toyota, Principal ‐ Tadashi Yamashina, Poles ‐ 2, Wins ‐ 0]
Chris: There’s not that much to say about the Toyota, they’ve sculpted the sidepods a little bit, they’ve got a longer
wheelbase and lighter rear suspension.
Me: It looks less fragile. It actually looks like the car might make it to the end of the season. I’m a little bit more
confident about this one.
Chris: Trulli is not, apparently.
Me: No, well, that doesn’t surprise me. Today he isn’t, tomorrow, oh, it’s gonna be the best car on the track.
Chris: Of course. You know what I did notice, they’ve got a very droopy nose.
Me: Droopy. In what way is it droopy?
Chris: It goes down a long way.
Me: Does it? More than anyone else?
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Chris: I think so.
Me: Fair enough. Droopy it is.
Chris: I don’t have a strong reason for this opinion, but I think without Ralph Schumacher, they might actually start
moving forward.
Me: Yea, he was dragging his heels and slowing them down last year.
Chris: You don’t really hear about the drivers developing the car.
Me: No, and they’ve got to do something this year, they can’t have another year ending up behind the customer
team. They’ve got to step ahead of Williams, because it’s just getting more than a little bit embarrassing now.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Scuderia Toro Rosso, Base ‐ Fienza, Italy, Drivers ‐ Bourdais, Vettel, Chassis ‐ STR03, Engine ‐
Ferrari, Principal ‐ Franz Tost, Poles ‐ 0, Wins ‐ 0]
Chris: We can’t really talk about any Toro Rosso updates because they are starting with last year’s car.
Me: Didn’t German Seb say that he thought this would be an advantage.
Chris: Yea, I’m not sure whether he just meant that it won’t be a disadvantage.
Me: Right. I think his idea is it’s going to be slightly more reliable than some of the new cars. I think he’s talking
nonsense.
Chris: Surely, they’ll have had to tweak it like crazy to make it fit with this year’s regulations. That can’t be a good
thing.
Me: Yes, they did end last year reasonably well, and he’s obviously very hopeful that that will continue to be at the
beginning of the year. I’m not so hopeful as he is.
Chris: I am looking forward to seeing what they can do though, because they both strike me as very promising
drivers.
Me: Yes. Absolutely.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Honda Racing F1, Base ‐ Brackley, England, Drivers ‐ Button, Barrichello, Chassis ‐ RA108, Engine ‐
Honda, Principal ‐ Ross Brawn, Poles ‐ 3, Wins ‐ 1]
Chris: I don’t know how much of this we can credit to Ross Brawn, but there have been quite a few changes on the
Honda.
Me: Go on.
Chris: The chassis is slimmed down, it’s got a higher nose and a higher centre of gravity.
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Me: It looks like a shoebox.
Chris: It does have some issues. They’ve got a new bargeboard, and it’s got like these steps on it, they’re like right
angles. I don’t see how that’s aerodynamic at all.
Me: Not a clue, although a long time ago, there used to be an in thing, I guess they’re going a bit retro on the whole
step bargeboard things. You’d imagine they’d be more fluid.
Chris: It’s really boxy.
Me: Yea. It is, really, you said it looks a bit like lego.
Chris: It does look like lego.
Me: They built it out of lego bricks.
Chris: They’ve also remodelled the airbox to maximise engine power and they’ve got sculpted wings on the
chimneys. I’ll be honest and say, until I was researching this, I didn’t know Formula 1 cars had chimneys.
Me: Oh, you must have known, how long have you been following this sport?
Chris: Not long.
Me: No, then you probably wouldn’t have. Yea, they do have chimneys and they’ve got this little winglet thing on the
back of the chimney that cuts back underneath. It’s quite nice, not the faintest idea what it does though.
Chris: Well, apparently Honda’s is nice and sculpted now.
Me: Okay, and before it probably wasn’t.
Chris: It probably looked like lego.
Me: They’ve not shone in testing, have they? How do you see their year panning out?
Chris: Well, they haven’t shone in testing, although Ross Brawn seems to think they’re making progress.
Me: He hasn’t decided where he’s going to sit this year, has he?
Chris: Well, he’s not sure whether he wants to be on the pit wall or not.
Me: I think it’s about time he figured that out. How’s he going to have time for a seat fitting?
Chris: The thing is, he’s team principal now, and a lot of team principals do sit on the pit wall, but he doesn’t want to
get sucked into the whole strategy thing, I think he probably couldn’t resist, if he was there. It’s no use predicting
whether Honda are going to get any podiums or anything, I think all we can hope for is it’s a little bit better than last
year.
Me: It’s amazing how low expectations can fall within just twelve months. He won the year before.
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Chris: Yea, right now I’m just hoping that he can get through to quali 2.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Super Aguri F1, Base ‐ Witney, England, Drivers ‐ Sato, Davidson, Chassis ‐ SA08, Engine ‐ Honda,
Principal ‐ Aguri Suzuki, Poles ‐ 0, Wins ‐ 0]
Chris: Super Aguri, what can we say? They haven’t launched yet, they may never do so.
Me: Like I said earlier, they are pushing the boundaries of extreme sandbagging. They’re going to turn up in Australia
and win the damn race.
Chris: I’m gonna bet you some money on that.
Me: Really? You’re gonna say they’re not gonna be there, or they’re not gonna win?
Chris: They’re not gonna win?
Me: Are they gonna be there?
Chris: I think probably they will.
Me: They will be there. Okay.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Force India F1, Base ‐ Silverstone, England, Drivers ‐ Fisichella, Sutil, Chassis ‐ VJM01, Engine ‐
Ferrari, Principal ‐ Colin Kolles, Poles ‐ 0, Wins ‐ 0]
Chris: We’re struggling with Force India as well because they were launched but there was no technical information
released.
Me: Yep.
Chris: Last year, when they were Spyker, they introduced a new car half way through.
Me: Half way through the season, they did. It was a bit better than the predecessor.
Chris: Presumably, they’re starting the new season with an evolution of that car.
Me: Yea, there’s loads of internal changes. They’ve obviously had a lot of investment from Vijay, and they’ve got
some new technical staff, and some new equipment.
Chris: None of that’s filtered through to the car though.
Me: No, that may take a while.
Chris: Is it a bit worrying that Fisichella is supposed to be driving development forward?
Me: I don’t really know how good he is at pushing a car forward. They must be justifying his salary somehow.
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Chris: I think it’s because he’s a known name in the sport, and he has actually won a race.
Me: Or two. Some by fluke. We won’t hold that against him.
Chris: Last year it was Super Aguri and Spyker trundling round at the back of the grid, but I think Force India will
move up from there now.
Me: Yea, who’s their nearest competition now, Toro Rosso?
Chris: Yea.
Me: And do we think they can beat them? Certainly in the first races with the old car, they’ve got a pretty good
chance.
[Audio Clip: Name ‐ Vodafone McLaren Mercedes, Base ‐ Woking, England, Drivers ‐ Hamilton, Kovalainen, Chassis ‐
MP4‐23, Engine ‐ Mercedes, Principal ‐ Ron Dennis, Poles ‐ 133, Wins ‐ 156]
Chris: And of course, last on our list is McLaren. They’ve got a narrower nose which apparently helped them pass the
crash tests easier.
Me: Right, I didn’t hear that, that’s news to me. I like this. I’m learning as we go.
Chris: They’ve also sorted out any cooling issues and have tighter bodywork around the engine.
Me: Well, it wasn’t a bad car last year, it didn’t have many faults. What else have they done to it?
Chris: They’ve made some refinements to the body to try and save on weight, but one of the main differences is it’s
got a longer wheelbase to incorporate a longer gearbox.
Me: There’s been a bit of consternation recently, about where exactly McLaren’s pit box is going to be in the pit
lane. Do we know anything else about that at the moment?
Chris: I’ve not heard anything official but a few blogs are saying that it’s rumoured they’ve done a deal to be fifth.
Me: I think a lot of their season’s going to hinge around that. If they’re right down the back of the pit lane and
everybody can see when they’re coming out, and they can see their strategy, they’ve got plenty of time to react. So,
Ferrari can be at the other end of the pitlane, looking at them with their binoculars and saying: McLaren have just
come out the garage, we should probably go in about thirty seconds just before they pass. It’s gonna take an awful
lot of their advantage away, being all the way down that end of the pitlane.
Chris: It must be quite a tough position to be in, though, because they’ve got the momentum with them from
obviously having a successful year with Lewis Hamilton, but at the same time, it wasn’t that great a year for them
last year.
Me: It was a pretty bad one. They’ve got to get back to the racing, get away from the headlines, get away from the
bad press and all the soap opera goings on that they had last year. Get back to the racing, get back to winning and
just get on with the job in hand.
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Feedback
Chris: We have just one voicemail this week from Seattle.
[Begin Voicemail]
Good evening Christine, this is... from Seattle, Washington United States of America. Just got my F1 Racing magazine,
which is incidentally published in England, very good. Front page headlines: Can Raikkonen create his own Ferrari
era? I doubt it. Why would they even be comparing him with Michael Schumacher? Getting on to other news, had a
co‐worker ask me why all the Formula 1 guys were moving on to NASCAR. I simply said, they can’t cut it in Formula 1.
Besides, if I had to watch NASCAR, I would flush a bag full of Skittles down the toilet and bet on which colour would
win. Anyways, I love your Formula 1 newsbytes, and I look forward to listening to you tomorrow . Thank you very
much, and goodnight.
[End Voicemail]
Chris: That did make me laugh, although I do not condone the wasting of perfectly good Skittles.
Me: How come all the Skype callers are from America? Not that I object to people from America calling us, please
do, please do call in, do love to hear your voice. But where is anyone from England?
Chris: Maybe the British people are just too shy?
Me: Really? They’re not into this whole Skype thing just yet?
Chris: Or, they don’t know what to say.
Me: Oh, really, what can we do about that?
Chris: Well, actually, I’ve had an idea. We want to know your predictions for Australia.
Me: Yes, we do, is that on the blog? In the comments?
Chris: No, I want them via voicemail, and here’s how it’s gonna work. Firstly, you call us.
Me: And how do people do that?
Chris: Well, the Skype username is Sidepodcast.
Me: And the phone number is...
Chris: 0121 28 TRACK.
Me: That is...
Chris: 0121 28 87225.
Me: Okay, that’s easy to remember.
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Chris: And all you have to do is say: “Hi, I’m... and then your name,” then say: “My predictions for the top three
finishers in Australia are... third, whoever, second, whoever, and first, whoever you reckon.”
Me: So, you’ve written a script for people to follow.
Chris: Well, if people don’t know what to say, it helps them out. And we want to know who your predictions are for
Australia.
Me: So, one more time, what do people have to say?
Chris: Well, here’s an example, I phoned in earlier.
Me: Conveniently.
Chris: Yes, and here’s how it should sound.
[Begin Voicemail]
Chris: Hi, I’m Christine, and my predictions for the top three finishers in Australia are third, Massa, second, Hamilton,
first, Button.”
[End Voicemail]
Me: Well, that sounds pretty simple. Do you think that will encourage people to call in?
Chris: Well, I hope so because I really want to know what people think.
Me: And we’ll play them back on the show and we’re going to play it before, so everyone can hear what the
predictions, and we’ll just come back to them after the race and see how close people really were.
Chris: And go, ha ha, you were wrong.
Me: We wouldn’t do that. I just wanted to say one thing, it’s an answerphone service, and if for any reason you ring
up and mess it up, it’s not a problem, just call us back and say that last call I made, that was absolutely rubbish, this
is what I really meant to say. And obviously we will just play the good one on air.
Chris: We promise not to laugh.
Me: No, absolutely not. And no one will ever here your little faux pas. And you can have three attempts, four
attempts, five attempts, it doesn’t matter. As many times as you need to do it, make the call, tell us who you think is
gonna win in Australia.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Last week, we said we wanted 100 members in our Facebook group.
Me: We did, and how many have we got.
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Chris: As of recording?
Me: Yes.
Chris: 99.
Me: No. Tell me that’s not true.
Chris: Yea, that’s quite annoying.
Me: It cannot be that close. Somebody must, really?
Chris: Just one more person is all it would have taken.
Me: I tell you something, I know exactly how Jackie Stewart feels now. That is quite impressive though, to be one
short, that’s still an amazing number to meet in one week. Very impressed with that, thank you to everybody that’s
come along and joined our group, had something to say, and joined in the conversation.
Chris: On the subject of Facebook, I’ve been meaning to talk about Fantasy F1 for quite a while now, but never quite
got round to it, and Dan has sort of beat me to it. He posted a discussion on the Facebook Group. He said he’d just
joined the Autosport Fantasy F1 competition and he wasn’t sure whether he was going to because it cost £10 to get
in, but he did in the end. And he said there was another one, a free one he’d found called FantasyRacers.com.
Me: Okay, a different website, yep.
Chris: Well, this pre‐empted everything I was going to say, because I wanted to discuss it, see if anyone else did it,
see if it was cool, whether it’s worth doing. Because I’ve always heard about it and been interested in it but never
actually...
Me: Never looked into it.
Chris: No, but now Dan has set up a league, a Sidepodcast league on FantasyRacers.com, so of course, we went and
joined. So, I’ve made Sidepodcast Racers, the team, and picked our drivers.
Me: Our drivers?
Chris: Our drivers are...
Me: No, no, I have to stop you there because not technically are they our drivers.
Chris: What do you mean?
Me: After you went and created Sidepodcast Racers team, I thought, I don’t know, I could probably have my own
team. So, I kind of went along sneakily and made my own team, and I’m playing against you and Dan in the league.
Chris: What?
Me: They’re not our racers, they’re your racers, that’s what I’m trying to say. They’re your racers, because I didn’t
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like your selection, particularly, I didn’t think you had a winning selection.
Chris: How rude!
Me: You just picked the drivers you liked, not the drivers that are going to win a Fantasy Formula 1 competition.
Chris: Well, at least I didn’t put hours of research into it.
Me: Yea, I might have done hours and hours of research into it, you don’t know.
Chris: I bet you did. I know what you’re like. I bet you looked back at the testing results this week and said oh, he’s
doing better than him, so I’ll have that one instead.
Me: Well, I did pick up the calculator and see what the best value drivers might be to get the best. It doesn’t matter,
anyway, the point is, you’re in the league against Dan with Sidepodcast Racers, and I’m in the league with my team
Longitudinal Inertia. Is it long...?
Chris: You can’t even say your own team.
Me: Longitudinal Inertia. It sounds technical, though, anyway, we’re going to see how Fantasy Formula 1 works out
for Sidepodcast. There are more places for others to come along, how do they go about joining this league?
Chris: Well, I just wanted to say, it seems to be a relatively simple Fantasy F1 game, compared to some I’ve seen.
This one you just have some money, you pick your drivers and that’s it so it’s not going to take up too much of your
time.
Me: No, not like BatRacer did, when we tried that this time last year. That was really complicated, it did my head in,
there were too many variables, far too complicated. This seems like a nice simple introduction to Fantasy F1.
Chris: So, what you have to do is go to FantasyRacers.com, sign up and create your time. They don’t take too much
personal information, just an email and a name. Once you’ve picked your drivers then you can join the Sidepodcast
league. If you’re on Facebook, then seek out the discussion about Fantasy F1 and the details are on there, and if
you’re not on Facebook, then just send me an email and I will sort you out with the details.
Me: Brilliant stuff, and presumably we will track the progress on this show.
Chris: Yea, I’m gonna laugh at you when I win.
Me: You can laugh in the face of Longitudinal Inertia. You will eat that word.
Chris: It really doesn’t work if you can’t say it.
Me: I’ll work on it, next week, you’ll see.
Chris: The other Facebook related news is something we’ve started this weekend and we just want to see whether
it’s a good idea or not. Basically another Dan, Dan Brunell, he wrote a blog‐worthy post on the Facebook Group and
we wanted to share it with a wider audience, so we have included him as a guest blogger on the Sidepodcast blog.
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Me: I think this is a great idea, because I don’t do the Facebook thing, I’m not into that whole walled garden
approach just yet. You’re convincing me, you’re bringing me round to it, but it means I get to see all the best bits of
Facebook outside of Facebook and I like that idea a lot.
Chris: So part of the idea is that if you are on Facebook and you’ve got something fascinating to say, post a new
discussion and we will read it and if we like it, we will include it on the blog.
[Sweeper]
Chris: I had a good couple of emails this week. The first one was from Steve who was poorly with the flu, so I hope
he’s feeling better. He said he finds it wild that I’m a new fan because he can’t imagine getting into Formula 1 they
way it is right now. I think it gives me a different viewpoint to a lot of people because I can see the nostalgia that
everyone has and I understand it but at the same time, I know F1 as the corporate sport that it is now, and I think
that’s quite a unique viewpoint.
Me: See, I don’t consider you that new of a fan, because you’ve been watching it for a really long time, soaking in the
atmosphere and getting the vibe of the sport, but just recently started paying attention to all the little details and
nuances around the technical bits and everything that goes on behind the scenes.
Chris: Yea, I think we worked out that the first race I ever watched was in 2003, the one that Fisichella won.
Me: Fluked.
Chris: Yea, won.
Me: Fluked.
Chris: Yea, but I don’t remember that at all so I didn’t know what was going on.
Me: Hell of a race.
Chris: Apparently. I don’t know. I only really started getting interested when Alonso was doing well in 2005.
Me: When he started beating Michael.
Chris: Yes, and of course this year I became an uber‐geek.
Me: Right.
Chris: The other email I had was from Blake who said if he was King of F1, he would make it so that the finishing
order of each race would be reversed so the winner would start from the back and push his way through to the
front. I responded with then, why would they bother, they might compromise position to make the next race better.
He then said “Well, your response seems to mirror the initial response that many have. My retort is that if I were a
driver and I had a chance to win with it’s accompanying points in exchange for a start at the back of the pack at the
next race, I would be nuts not to grab the win. Especially when everyone is playing with the same set of rules.”
Me: The big issue with doing that, of course, is that it negates the entire point of qualifying. Which loses one whole
day of the sport, which could be a problem if you want to increase your airtime and your revenue as Bernie clearly
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does. Taking a whole day out of the sport, not good. Probably not going to happen.
Chris: That’s true, I hadn’t thought of that. I also said I would fight him for his King of F1 status, so I could be Queen.
But he actually quite graciously handed the crown to me.
Me: He just capitulated.
Chris: Didn’t put up a fight at all.
Me: He didn’t want to be King of F1.
Housekeeping
Chris: This week I introduced everyone to my brand new website.
Me: I saw it. I saw it first.
Chris: Yes, you probably did.
Me: You told me before you told anyone else. I was the second person there after you, probably. And Google
probably got there before me. I was the third. I was the second actual person, I was the third...
Chris: Okay, would you let me tell people what it is?
Me: Go on, I was second.
Chris: Shh. Iheartfranck.com. It might not be obvious what it’s about but it’s about Franck.
Me: Right, and the fact that you like him?
Chris: A little bit.
Me: And you bought the domain name iheartfranck.com? That’s lovely. That’s really sweet. And what’s on this
website? Just a big picture of Franck?
Chris: Stuff about Franck. No, it’s a blog and generally I’m gonna follow what he does, and blog about it.
Me: And it’s all going to be outside of F1, because he’s not in F1 anymore.
Chris: Exactly.
Me: So, you’re expanding your horizons.
Chris: A little bit, yea.
Me: And what’s he doing this year?
Chris: Well, the Champ Car thing may or may not happen, and it may or may not be called Champ Car.
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Me: And does he have any other plans?
Chris: He’s also going to be driving for Peugeot at Le Mans.
Me: That’ll be good ‐ he’s done that before, actually. Did quite well last time he was out there, and potentially in that
car he might be able to win it. So, you’re getting into Le Mans sports racing, you’re getting into Champ Car in the
states, you said a couple of podcasts ago you liked A1GP, I swear looking over your shoulder this week I caught you
watching a rally video. Is that true?
Chris: On YouTube, yea.
Me: You really are looking outside Formula 1 at the moment, aren’t you?
Chris: Guilty as charged.
Me: I want you to promise the listeners, and me, that you’re not giving up on Formula 1.
Chris: As if. I am the Queen of F1.
Me: Well, self‐proclaimed Queen of F1.
Chris: No, Blake gave me the crown.
Me: Right, it’s not a real crown, is it?
Chris: Well, I don’t have a physical crown, no. Unless it’s in the post.
Me: But it’s still Formula 1 all the way, is that right?
Chris: Absolutely.
Me: Absolutely.
Chris: I think that’s it for this week. I promise next week will still be about Formula 1, we’ll be talking about the
regulation changes.
Me: And in the meantime, don’t forget that Longitudinal Inertia, they are the team of the future...
Chris: Who?
Me: It’s on the tip of my tongue, Longditu... long... you heard it here, longtidutinal...
[Fade out]
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