Episode 25 – Britain GP Special
he Race]
Race
[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With the
Chris: This is Sidepodcast, Episode 25 – Britain GP Special.
Me: Britain GP Special?
Chris: Yes.
Me: Not Great Britain GP Special?
Chris: Maybe it should be Great Britain but as we have already called everything else Britain, we have to be
consistent.
Me: I see. Okay then.
Chris: You may have noticed there wasn’t a qualifying podcast this week. That’s because we’re bringing you this
super duper special bumper edition of the British
British Grand Prix. Usually we cover qualifying and the race report and
what we thought of it, which we will, but this time, we have the added bonus of having seen it all firsthand.
Me: Oh yes.
Chris: So, we’ll be bringing you our very first experience of being
being at a race weekend and there is so much to talk
about, we’d better just get on with it.
[Sweeper]
Chris: We at Sidepodcast kept up our tradition of being predictably late for things on the first day. We
underestimated the popularity of Friday at Goodwood
Goodwood and got stuck in traffic and apparently we didn’t learn our
lesson at all, because we did the exact same thing for Silverstone as well.
Me: There was a lot of traffic.
Chris: Lovely traffic.
Me: They really haven’t got traffic management sussed at Silverstone,
Silver
have they?
Chris: No, well, it’s in the middle of the country. What can you do?
Me: Yea, that’s true. We did find a really nifty shortcut, didn’t we?
Chris: You were quite good with the old map.
Me: Yea, round some side streets and tiny little villages
villages and past a couple of tractors and that kind of thing.
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Chris: Well, thankfully we were heading to a different part of the grounds than the majority of the people because
we were special guests of Honda. They have a designated field for camping in called
called Honda Dreamfields, and we
were invited to stay with our friends at USP Content. So, your rather fabulous shortcut, we rocked up to the
campsite at about mid-day
day but we missed Free Practice 1. Rubbish. It’s not a good start to the weekend.
Me: Can I just say, this is the first Free Practice 1 I’ve ever missed this season. I’ve watched every single other Free
Practice 1 on either Live Timing or Eurosport feed or one way or another, I’ve kept up with Free Practice 1 until this
weekend. Major failure.
Chris: Typical.
[Sweeper]
Chris: The thing is, being in the middle of a field, you don’t have internet access, and we’d missed Free Practice, so
we didn’t have a clue what was going on. So, we’ve got our information from Pitpass after the event to bring to you
today.
Me: We’ve just come home and read it.
Chris: Yea, basically.
Me: Okay, and now you’re gonna read it out.
Chris: And now I’m gonna share it with you.
Me: Hit me with it.
Chris: Hamilton got off to a bit of a bad start, he spun a complete 360 degrees and
and had to go back to the pits to
recover.
Me: There’s a lot of pressure on his shoulders.
Chris: No pressure on Davidson’s shoulders though, because everyone’s ignoring him, so he was actually really good
and snuck up into tenth. Tenth fastest.
Me: Good start for the Super Aguri’s.
Chris: Hamilton’s spin didn’t put him off though, because he was fastest followed by Raikkonen and then Massa.
[Sweeper]
Chris: It’s been a bit damp in Britain for the last couple of weeks.
Me: That is an understatement.
Chris: The field we were parking in was a bit muddy. Parking was easy and leaving my car there – not a problem. I
was a bit worried how I was ever going to get it back out of the field.
Me: Yea, there were tractors on hand should you be more than a little bit stuck.
stu
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Chris: I tried not to think about it. We headed straight for the track, determined to catch at least some of the action.
We were just in time for Free Practice 2. Our tickets were roving seats for Friday and Saturday which means you can
go anywhere and then we had a designated seat for Sunday. So we had a look at a couple of the grandstands by the
pit straight, watched some of the cars come out and disappear off round the corners.
Me: That was your first time of every seeing a Formula 1 car in anger, was
w it not?
Chris: In proper action, on a proper race track.
Me: And what did you think of it?
Chris: Very good.
Me: Yea, very loud?
Chris: Very loud, very fast, all the things you would expect.
Me: Did you notice that the sound of them doesn’t really carry
carry over to TV? The whole traction control thing kind of
gets obliterated by the TV sound systems and microphones they use?
Chris: I was amazed how loud they were, everybody had their fingers in their ears or those ear defender things.
Me: Yea, it’s jaw-achingly
ngly loud, isn’t it? Literally rattles your teeth in the back of your mouth.
Chris: I like it though.
Me: Absolutely.
Chris: We decided it would be a good idea to see round the entire track because obviously I’ve never been to a
proper race track before. So
o we walked it. The whole way. The whole track. All the way round. On foot.
Me: It’s not that big a track, is it? We managed to do it during the entire Free Practice, so what was that, an hour
and a half? We managed to get round there.
Chris: The whole track.
Me: Yea, well I thought it was important that you see a car from every angle, cos you can’t get a full appreciation of a
car just going down the pit straight. You want to see it coming out the exit of Bridge, going into Stowe, coming off
the Hangar Straight,
raight, that kind of thing. You really want to see it flying through Maggotts and Becketts, that’s what
you want to see.
Chris: Actually it was really good, and we saw some great photo opportunities. But I thought it was weird because
some of the free places
es you can stand, they’re better places for photos than some of the grandstands.
Me: Absolutely, yea, coming down Vale and into Club, that kind of section is really, really good for standing. The
problem is you have to be there early, you have to pick your spot and you just have to stay there. But it’s definitely,
definitely worth checking out each and every corner. Just to see, just to find out where your favourite spot is.
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Chris: My favourite spot was definitely when we stood by Hangar Straight because they
they just came flying past. It was
amazing.
Me: We went up in the grandstand for that one, we had a great view coming out from under the bridge, then
braking into the turn, then heading down the hill. It was just awesome, wasn’t it?
Chris: Yea, it was brilliant.
Me: Loved it.
Chris: Of course, walking round the whole circuit meant we had very little idea what was actually happening during
Free Practice 2.
Me: Not a clue would be a fairer description.
was by taking a picture of the big screen when it showed
Chris: The only way I managed to find out who was fastest was
the timings and then zooming in on it afterwards.
Me: That’s using your technology to its fullest, isn’t it?
Chris: It was a bit bizarre, though.
[Sweeper]
Chris: So again, Pitpass comes to the rescue.
rescue. Red Bull have confirmed Coulthard for another year – yay.
Me: Yes. You like that.
Chris: That’s very good for him. Um, Ralf, still doing very well,
well, very fast. Carrying on from, he was fast in testing,
wasn’t he?
Me: Yea, he topped the timesheets in testing
test and he’s not doing so badly here.
Chris: Kovalainen had a bit of an off.
Me: A bit of an off?
Chris: Yea, he went across the gravel trap and onto another bit of track. Trulli was doing a fast lap and got held up by
a Super Aguri – got really angry – shook
hook his fists and everything, which is, you know, really scary.
Me: It’s only practice.
Chris: Button wasn’t there, which we did notice.
Me: We did notice the number 24 car, was it, of Klien zipping round.
Chris: That’s not fair.
eeing any Formula 1 cars in action, and your man’s gone AWOL. What was up with him?
Me: No, your first time seeing
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Chris: Bad back.
Me: Right.
Chris: From an incident, but we don’t know what incident.
Me: No.
Wurz also had a bit of an off as well.
Chris: In a previous race, or testing or something, we don’t know. And Alex Wurz
Me: You saw that, didn’t you?
Chris: Yes.
Me: You were standing right by him when he flew off the road at Maggotts, missed the chicane completely, into the
gravel. He carried on though.
Chris: The top three in Free Practice
ctice 2 were Raikkonen, Massa and Ralf.
Me: Ralf.
Chris: Yes.
Me: Blimey.
[Sweeper]
Chris: We managed to catch a little bit of GP2 action but I wasn’t really all that bothered, so we headed back to
settle into our camp. We were ushered to our tent and I was
was not looking forward to seeing the inside of it, you know.
k
Me: You’re not an outdoor person, are you?
Chris: Not really. But then I saw the inside and it was brilliant. The idea behind Honda Dreamfields is that they invite
media types to come along and sleep
eep in a bit more comfort than they might otherwise. It’s still camping, but they like
to call it posh camping, so we had air bags and they’d provided waterproofs and torches and all good stuff.
Me: They provided the best things, didn’t they? All quality materials.
m
Chris: Yep, fold out chairs. All great stuff.
Me: And I don’t really want to bring the podcast down a tone or level or anything but I really just have to mention
the portaloos, which have to be the nicest portaloos I’ve ever seen. At one point I spotted an oil painting on the wall.
Chris: The toilets on the campsite were better than the ones inside the track.
Me: Which weren’t that bad actually, it has to be said, but these were extra specially nice, weren’t they?
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Chris: We dumped our bags in the tent and we headed over to the Honda marquee. Now, this is where I have to
explain something. We accepted the invite to camp with Honda absolutely on the grounds that we were doing
investigative journalism into what goes on behind the scenes, all things like
like that. Nothing to do with the free bar.
Honest.
Me: Right, okay, but you did make the most of it.
Chris: Yes, anyway, they also had an actual F1 car, didn’t they?
Me: Yea, it was a full on F1 car, I think actually, it might have been a couple of years old.
old. I don’t want to get too
geeky on the whole details kind of thing but I believe it might have been a BAR Honda rather than a new Honda. But
it was definitely done out in the new livery, with the whole Earth Car concept. What they’d done is basically placed
pla
three TV screens on top of the cockpit and then they’d connected the pedals and the steering wheel and the gears to
a racing simulator, so you could sit inside the cockpit. You know, shuffle down and get right inside it, and adjust the
pedals to your liking
iking and then drive a lap on the F1 simulator sat inside an F1 car. It was awesome.
Chris: You liked that.
Me: I loved it, I absolutely loved every minute. The only thing I’d maybe change, the tiniest little detail, is just to put
little screens in the mirrors.
rrors. Because I kept looking in the mirrors and nothing. You were in the background, waving
at me.
Chris: With my drink.
Me: The mirrors were on screen and I didn’t quite get used to that, but apart from that it was absolutely life-like.
life
It
was unreal how good it felt sat in there. I was utterly hopeless at it.
Chris: You weren’t very good. Slowest I think, of the whole weekend.
Me: Well, certainly of the night, if not the whole weekend. It was amazing. It really, really, really was. Superb.
Chris: Radio 5 Live were doing their Friday night show from the media tent just next door, so we went to have a look
because we like nothing more than to geek out on wires and stuff. We had a peek inside the tent and they were
interviewing Rubens Barrichello. We couldn’t
couldn’t hear what they were saying, but we got some pictures and all the usual
stuff. Then, he got up to leave. He had a scooter just outside so he wandered out of the tent, past the waiting people
and got on the scooter. He walked past me and he said Bye. To me.
me. Directly. Eye contact and everything. I almost
died.
Me: He did. He looked right at you. I was standing beside you taking photographs of him so he kind of ignored me.
But I watched him walk right up to you, look you straight in the eye and say Bye. And then
then got on his scooter.
Chris: I almost died.
Me: I know. I’m not surprised. An actual current F1 driver walks up to you and says goodbye. And not for any reason,
just because he’s nice. And polite. How sweet is that?
Chris: Now is actually a good time to mention that if you’re looking at the enhanced podcast we have all the pictures
showing up for you.
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Me: Absolutely. Everything we took over the weekend. Keep an eye on it and see what we got up to.
Chris: So now should be Rubens Barrichello.
Me: Oh yes, saying goodbye to you.
Chris: Yea. I did recover enough to talk to some of the Radio 5 Live people though. David Croft, Holly Samos and
Maurice Hamilton.
Me: I had the weirdest conversation with Maurice Hamilton, did I not?
Chris: It made me laugh, so much.
Me: Because we’re in the middle of a field and we have no internet access or news or anything and we didn’t hear
the PA very well because obviously the cars go past and they make a lot of noise and so news escapes you, when
you’re in the middle of the English
lish countryside. And so, sat in on a radio show is a weird experience because you can
hear the people talking on the radio show but you can’t hear anything that they hear in their headphones.
Chris: The pre-recorded
recorded interviews and things.
Me: Yea, so you only get half a story. I was listening quite intently and I heard him say something about the old
McLaren, Ferrari espionage scandal. And he said: “Oh, it’s all changed now, it’s all off, there’s new evidence come
out now and you can just forget the whole story.” And I went: “Hold on a second.” What have we missed? We’ve
only been gone eight hours, what could have possible happened in the last eight hours that we missed. So, because
we had no other news and no other way of finding out what was going on, and I couldn’t just sleep on this piece of
information, I basically went up to Maurice Hamilton and said: “What were you talking about just then?”
Chris: It was brilliant, you just went up to him and said: “Hi, er, Maurice, can I ask you a question please?” Like
L you’d
known him forever.
Me: Yea, I just need to know, what were you talking about and can you give me the inside information. And he did,
he explained to us how Honda are now implicated in the whole McLaren, Ferrari espionage saga and all the
happenings of the day.
Chris: Yep, he was very nice, he was our personal news feed.
Me: What better way? Instead of Autosport.com, see what the news is, just ask Maurice. Fantastic.
Chris: So, I think that’s enough name-dropping
dropping for one day. We went to sleep after that. I completely passed out,
you know, I think a free bar is a good way of getting some sleep in a tent. You struggled a bit more, I think.
Me: Well, as I woke up in the morning and said: “Did you hear the fireworks?”
Chris: “What fireworks?”
Me: That’ss how gone you were to the outside world, I think one exploded into our tent it was that loud. I’m
surprised we didn’t catch fire and disappear. Yea, you slept well and maybe I didn’t.
[Sweeper]
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Chris: The two most important jobs for Saturday morning were to get a copy of the Red Bulletin and to get our
Kangaroo TV.
Me: Is now a good time to discuss how bad the Formula 1 programme is? That’s the official Formula 1 programme
from Bernie.
Chris: Yes.
Me: Because, obviously, some people pay for it.
Chris: We were
ere given it for free which is very nice.
Me: If we’d paid for it, I think I’d have taken it back and asked for a refund. It is the worst pile of rubbish I have ever
read in my entire life, it really is. It’s saying something to be worse than the Daily Star.
Sta
Chris: Do you know what I think? I think they’ve done it because they know a lot of people are going to the race with
no clue about Formula 1. So they’re going through all the teams and they’re telling you everything you ever needed
to know about them and
nd how Formula 1 works.
Me: But why do they produce it in such a poor way and why are the pictures so bad?
Chris: They did pick out the worst pictures.
Me: I can’t believe it.
Chris: Even Jenson didn’t look very good.
Me: Not one person in any of those pictures…
tures… If you went to the British Grand Prix and if you bought that thing, I
can’t even call it a programme, it’s just horrid, you must have been gutted when you opened it and looked inside it,
weren’t you?
Chris: And for what it is, it’s really quite expensive,
expe
considering it’s full of adverts.
Me: It’s 99% commercials. In fact, in some ways it’s good that it’s 99% commercials because they’re the best things
in it. And when you compare it to the Red Bulletin which is given away for free every single day, it’s
i got up to date
information, it just towers over it by comparison.
Chris: So we got both items in plenty of time to get our seats for Free Practice 3, and this time with our Kangaroo TV
in tow, we actually had a clue what was going on.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Jenson returns – yay! Finally. I’d been there a whole day and hadn’t seen him yet. Honda seemed to be going a
bit better so his confidence was boosted a little bit. Ralf ended up in the top ten again. Again? What is going on with
him?
Me: Loves this track, as well.
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Chris: And Liuzzi as well.
Me: Yea, having a strong day.
Chris: Very impressive. Wurz span off, right in front of us.
Me: Yea, so far at this point, you’ve seen two cars spin, both Wurz. Two different places on the track.
nt of us. I missed it though, with the camera. It was really quite brief.
Chris: Both right in front
Me: Yea, it was sort of a 180 half spin and then he got it back under control and headed off down the pit lane, didn’t
he?
Chris: The fastest three were Raikkonen, Alonso and Massa.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Kangaroo TV is quite possibly the coolest thing ever. You’ve got the main feed that is on all the big screens and
you’ve got Silverstone radio which has the commentary and everything. You can then choose in-car
in
camera from any
available drivers
ivers and you can pick your favourite driver and track his progress, which means, you might be constantly
watching him in his in-car
car footage or just having a little ticker bar at the top with his position in the session. I didn’t
get to look at half the information
formation that’s on there, because they’ve got like championship standings and driver
biographies and all amazing stuff like that. It was £50 for a 3-day
3 day rental and something like £30, £40, £50 for Friday,
Saturday, Sunday. Not cheap, but completely necessary.
necess
Me: Yes. In some ways I wish they would build it into the ticket price and just give it to you with the ticket. Because
you can’t really attend a Grand Prix weekend without one. I did find it slightly annoying, it has to be said, that there
was a bit of a delay between the action that was going on, and the stuff you saw on the TV screen. So, you could
hear the commentator in the background over the PA system saying “Such and such person has overtaken at this
corner.” And then you’d look at the picture on the screen and they hadn’t, and then 5 or 6 seconds later, they do.
Chris: Well, I tell you what, there was a delay from the big screen from what was actually happening and then there
was a delay to our Kangaroo TV so we would watch Wurz spin off, then we would see it on the big screen, then we
would see it on Kangaroo TV.
Me: I think they might need to do just a little bit of something just to make that a bit quicker because it was a big
enough pause that it actually became annoying at certain points and
and you’d have to still look at the big screen and try
and hear what the PA guy was saying. That was my only major criticism of it. I did think at £50 a weekend it was a
little bit expensive if you were going to attend more than one GP. So I did have a word with the guy who was renting
them out and said, could, maybe if you were going to attend a lot of GPs, could you maybe buy one? And he gave me
a tiny little tip of information that maybe just maybe come the end of this year or possibly for the beginning of next
season, we might actually be able to buy one of these devices and take it to any races you go, which I think is quite
fabulous. The other thing I noticed is it’s got all these little connectors on the side so come the end of the day, they
probably download
wnload the information and see what you were looking at and who your favourite driver was and all that
kind of stuff. But one of the slots they had on there looked like it might be expandable to handle some kind of
wireless device? Now this is pure speculation
speculation from speaking to the guy and handling the device myself but if you can
buy a Kangaroo TV and maybe you had it in your own home, if there was a way of connecting it to the internet, could
you have Kangaroo TV in your own house?
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Chris: All my dreams would come true.
Me: There’s a little bit of, you know, a little tip from Sidepodcast for you there. All speculation, of course, but
possibly, it looks like the technology might be there and it’s a great device, and if only it would be true.
Chris: Speculation is what we do best.
Me: Absolutely. And wishful thinking, we do that quite well too.
Chris: We left the grandstands after Free Practice and went to get some lunch and then we left it maybe a bit late to
come back for qualifying because by the time we got
got back, all the grandstands were full up. We had to run from one
to the other saying “Please let us in, please let us in,” and they were all like “Sorry, we’re full.” And eventually we
found a seat at Woodcote but…
Me: It’s a little bit down the road from where we wanted to be, because obviously our seat was at Luffield and we
kinda wanted to be somewhere up near Copse just to get a bit of a vibe from up there. I thought we left it a bit late
really.
Chris: Well, our friend Shaun from Shaun’s Bicester Info Blog was working the pit straight grandstand entrances and
he’s written a post and it basically says that in order to boost sales Silverstone introduced family fan tickets and
three day fan tickets. Both tickets look very similar but the difference is a huge
huge amount in price and access to the
grandstands. Unfortunately nobody let the security guards in on this and so by the time people like us got there,
people who did have access to the grandstands, they’d already filled them up with these family fan ticket people.
Me: Okay, so we didn’t have to get there at six o’clock in the morning to bag a seat, there was just some kind of
administrative error.
Chris: You could call it that.
Me: Or you could call it a lot of unhappy and disgruntled fans.
Chris: There was also mass confusion about whether you could get upgrades and the cost of that so well done
Silverstone.
Me: Yea, so I guess there was like consternation of people trying to get into the grandstands and then people in the
grandstands discussing how much they’d
ey’d paid for their tickets with other people in the grandstands and they were
cuasing a riot and there was chaos all over the place.
Chris: Thankfully Sunday seemed to go without a hitch. Anyway, from Woodcote we had a great view of the pit lane
entry and them going over the line for their finishing times.
Me: So, what happened in qualifying?
[Sweeper]
Chris: For the first qualifying session, the Spykers were out first, followed by the Renaults and then everyone headed
out onto the track. Hamilton made another
ther mistake, he went a bit wide at one of the corners. Davidson did a weird
thing. He went off into the gravel because he looked like he was warming his tyres but a few seconds earlier he
looked like he was on a hot lap.
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Me: I think he got a bit stressed out with all the traffic that got in his way. He had to pass maybe four or five cars that
were weaving around in front of him and I guess he thought he was on a hot lap and he got a bit mad, got a bit
angry,, lost control of the car, ditched it in the gravel.
grave
Chris: Button had an engineer shouting at him to slow down because of Davidson’s yellow flag, whilst he was going
through two very critical corners and when he got to the incident it was all clear anyway.
make there because Button was coming down almost side by side
Me: There’s actually a good comparison you can make
with Schumacher, Ralf Schumacher. And Ralf’s engineer’s basically left him alone, figuring it would probably be gone
by the time Ralf got there, and if he did accelerate through yellow flags, you know, he would only have lost his
fastest time. Whereas Button’s engineers, they were hassling him all down the fast sections of the circuit. And
therefore he couldn’t concentrate on the fast bits and they were telling him to slow down for the yellow flags
flag and
when he got to the yellow flags, they were gone. So he had all sorts of grief on his lap.
Chris: And Ralf managed to get into 6th, so…
Me: Yea, had he been left to his own devices, he probably could have done something similar.
Chris: So Button and Davidson
avidson were out along with Sutil, Sato, Albers and Rosberg.
Me: Surprising from Rosberg but what was wrong with him?
Chris: He had an engine problem.
Me: Okay, the first time this season that Wurz has out-qualified
out
him, I think?
Chris: Quite possibly.
Me: Yea, shame for Rosberg, though.
Chris: At the beginning of Quali 2, there was something weird going on with the timings, it had to reset itself, I didn’t
quite know what was going on.
Me: Yea, it looked like Liuzzi had jumped the start or jumped the green light, but apparently he was fine and all the
timings were wrong, so by the time our little Kangaroo TV picked itself up and figured itself out, he was actually 2 or
3 minutes into the session and all was well.
Chris: Alonso was really, really quick on the
the hard tyres, whilst everyone else was being quick on the soft tyres, so you
know, he must have been quite ahead of them.
Me: Yea, he loves this track. He did really well last year, didn’t he? Didn’t he get pole last year? So, I guess it kind of
suits him, and he was here for the test a couple of weeks ago whereas Hamilton wasn’t, so maybe that kind of
helped him a little bit too.
Chris: We did see a shot of a Ferrari in the pits and there was a man with that thing that looks like a vacuum cleaner
and he wass holding it against one side of the car, but only on one side and not the other.
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Me: That is very odd, he did it through the whole of qualifying, saw him do it a couple of times, only the left sidepod
of the Ferrari.
Chris: What is it, like a cooler or something?
mething?
Me: I think it must be something to cool the Ferrari but why just on that side and why was he so far away because
usually they’d stick the cooler’s right inside the engine to make sure it gets the most power from these things. But
for some reason, he was just hanging around it, just blowing it in the general direction. Peculiar.
Chris: Heidfeld posted a time that was 6th fastest, and then he just, didn’t go out again. He really should have gone
out to defend his position, because everyone else went out, went faster than he did, and he was so lucky to get
through, he ended up 10th.
Me: Yea, he’s taken on the Renault role of playing poker, hasn’t he, the old BMW team.
Barrichello and Liuzzi. As usual in Quali 3,
Chris: People who did actually miss the cut were Webber, Coulthard, Wurz, Barrichello
Hamilton was waiting at the pit line, ready to go out, but Alonso was right behind him and had a go at the corners.
Me: Yea, a couple more mind games going on from Alonso. He does like to play around, doesn’t he? Maybe his
h
mind’s just more relaxed and he’s a bit bored, thinking of things to do. But he tried to jump him at the pit exit but it
didn’t quite work out this time.
Chris: Well, it’s either that or he really, really, really wants to be ahead of him all the time even
ev if it doesn’t mean
anything.
Me: But why doesn’t he just come out first? Surely, I mean, the guy’s in the next garage, surely he can hear the
engine fire up, surely he can just go out ahead of him.
Chris: Ralf went fastest at one point, I mean, it was never
never going to be pole position but he is trying a lot more, isn’t
he?
Me: Yea, he’s picked up he’s game a little bit.
Chris: Raikkonen made a mistake on the last corner of his lap but he went fastest. They left Hamilton until the very
last possible second. He was the last man on track. He had been slowest out of the four up until this point. So, of
course he got pole. The crowd went mental.
Me: Absolutely crazy.
Chris: They roared.
roared and they clapped.
Me: And then they stood up and then they made some more noise, and they roared
Chris: It was incredible.
Me: It was louder than a football match, absolutely unbelievable, applause from all of the terraces.
Chris: I think there were some air horns there as well. I think.
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Me: I’ve got an air horn and I’m going to use
use it. I think my hearing might have been more damaged by the air horns
around me than by the cars on the track this weekend.
Chris: The team and his dad and even he looked so ridiculously happy, that it must have been a surprise to them.
Me: It was an astonishing
onishing lap. You have to say that he got more out of that car than that car was willing to deliver.
He made it stick at exactly the right moment, so yea, it was a surprise, and I’m sure everyone was biting their nails
thinking he wasn’t going to do it and right at the dying seconds of qualifying, he just managed to pull it off.
Chris: The final grid positions, were Hamilton, Raikkonen, Alonso, Massa, Kubica, Schumacher, Kovalainen, Fisichella,
Heidfeld and Trulli.
Me: So that’s Ralf outqualifying his team mate who’s pretty handy round qualifying, is he not?
Chris: Yes.
[Sweeper]
Chris: With qualifying over, we left the grandstands and went to the bit where they sell all the merchandise and the
burgers and things like that. They had the same Toyota stand they
they had at Goodwood with the same driver
appearance board and you’ll never guess who made an appearance right after qualifying?
Me: Go on.
Chris: Franck! I was so unbelievably close to him. I could have got an autograph but I didn’t have anything to sign,
and
d you know, we’re not bothered about that.
Me: We don’t go in for that.
Chris: It was so cool.
Me: Yes, you seemed very happy to see your Franck again. I’m sure you’d rather see him in a car but you know, that
pesky Ralf is doing better than ever.
Chris: Yea,
ea, I know, I’m really annoyed. Stupid Ralf doing well.
Me: Never mind, you got to see him, so that makes you happy, right?
Chris: So after all the excitement of the day, and you know, Franck, I needed to have a nice relaxing evening in front
of the telly, that kind of thing. But we went back to camp and they were having a pub quiz in the marquee and lots of
famous people turned up. There were teams of five or six people within the camp and each one had a significant
Honda person as their team captain and it
i was hosted by Vicki Butler-Henderson.
Henderson. You like her. There was Shelley
Jory, she does, I think, boats. John McGuinness, he does, I think, bikes. Matt Neal, he does British Touring Cars.
Me: So, he does cars.
Chris: Yep, Anthony Davidson.
Me: He does gravel.
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Chris: Stop it.
Me: He does.
Chris: Takuma Sato. Gil de Ferran.
Me: He’s Honda’s sporting director. So he does sports.
Chris: Rubens Barrichello and Jenson Button.
Me: Oh, no way.
Chris: We were in Team Ferran but I was literally one seat away from Jenson
Jens Button.
Me: I like the way you are not the slightest bit bothered that Gil de Ferran sits on our table and has a conversation
with us.
Chris: Who?
Me: It’s just Jenson Button, he’s over there.
Chris: It was amazing and I couldn’t concentrate. To be honest
honest I didn’t know the answer to any of the questions
anyway, but even if I did I wouldn’t have been able to share them with anybody, I was too busy gaping.
Me: You couldn’t speak a word.
Chris: But without my help, Team Ferran did perfectly fine, we came joint
jo 5th I think and Anthony Davidson came
first.
Me: Yea, it’s not very fair though, because Anthony Davidson and Takuma Sato turned up early and kind of got to
know their teams and had a bit of a chat about strategies and all that kind of stuff, and then Jenson and Rubens and
Ferran and some other people, they turned up late.
Chris: Yea, they’d already asked about ten questions and the questions were kind of centred around Honda and
you’d think Honda people would know the answers whereas we didn’t.
Me: There
ere was one I should have known the answer to which was “Which race did Davidson make his debut on?”
and didn’t, but obviously Davidson knew that answer.
Chris: Yea, not fair is it.
Me: And the rest of them were like, you know, what kind of emissions does a Honda 2CV put out and that kind of
thing? How eco-friendly
friendly are Honda’s engines? Absolutely no idea, I genuinely have no idea about Honda cars or any
other road cars for that matter. I only know about Formula 1 cars. There weren’t that many Formula 1 questions.
ques
Chris: There was a good bit where they asked a question, how old Jenson was when he started karting, and he said
that they’d got the answer wrong, so people would just have to guess anyway because the answer they had on their
sheet was wrong. Which I thought was funny.
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Me: Actually, I’m slightly annoyed at this point, because he got up and he took a scooter, obviously Rubens took the
scooter the night before. He put on these cool little white retro-mod
retro mod helmet and got on his retro-mod
retro
scooter, which
was
as obviously a Honda scooter, branding and everything. Put on his shades, just about to set off, and I thought I’d
better get a picture of this, you know, getting pictures of all the famous people as we go along.
Chris: And it’s Jenson, I mean, hello?
Me: It was a perfect picture, I don’t think I’ve ever seen Jenson on a scooter before, this is excellent. Just sort of
getting dusk, sun’s in the right place, wonderful. Camera jammed. Absolutely big time. Our camera’s obviously been
through a lot and I don’t think our camera liked camping. Think it got a bit damp and basically it kinda gave up at this
point in the weekend, no matter what we did to it, it just jammed. Every other picture, it would fail. And so I missed
the best opportunity, I’ve got a picture of
of him exiting the field, just the back of him. And one other thing I wanted to
note, Anthony Davidson’s PA drove Anthony Davidson home, so she was on the front and he was on the back,
whereas Jenson, he drove his PA home, which I thought was nicer of him. More gentlemanly.
[Jingle:
Jingle: “Sidepodcast is now on Jaiku. If you want all the Flickr, Delicoius, Twitter and blog feeds in one place, plus
ramblings from me, go to Sidepodcast.Jaiku.com. J-A-I-K-U.]
J
Chris: Sunday dawned and it was race day. I was so excited but you abandoned me.
Me: I didn’t abandon you, there was a pit tour, and due to some slight mix-up
mix up there was only one space on it and not
two, and you very kindly let me go without you, cos you weren’t that bothered, were you?
Chris: Actually, I’ll be honest,
nest, I was absolutely knackered. Having not been completely passed out that night, I did not
sleep very well so I was quite happy just to sit in my tent and read Autosport.
Me: Yea, you didn’t miss that much. See, I thought it might have been a whole pit walk where you start at one end of
the pits and you go through all the different teams and you see the motorhomes and I kinda of wanted to take a
closer look at the McLaren motorhome, cos that was kind of debuting this race. But really, because it was like a
Honda thing, it was all Honda PR related. And because of the way the pit lane’s laid out, you go over the main bridge
onto the paddock side of the, centre of the infield bit. And Honda are right by the bridge, you kinda didn’t get to
walk past any of thee other teams, so we just walked over the bridge and in the back of the Honda garage. So then we
got to walk back through the garage and stand in the pit lane and look up and down it and wave to the fans and
pretend we were famous, that kind of thing. But I kinda wanted to see more of the pits than I did…
Chris: I think you said it was more of a corporate thing for people that were maybe just being introduced to Formula
1, rather than a big geek like you.
Me: It’s safe to say the expected audience certainly wasn’t someone like me, it was people in large suits who maybe
work for large companies and get a chance to have a look round the Honda garage. It was kind of like, this is where
the fuel goes in, these are the tyres and I think somebody was a bit confused
confused when the lady said they had wet tyres
and dry tyres. That took a whole load of explanation which I probably didn’t need to go into, so I kind of stepped
back and took some photographs at that. It was okay, you know, I enjoyed the chance. We got a cool little
li
silver
badge that you scan to get in the gate. That was kind of cool, like a Bernie badge, that I had briefly and I didn’t want
to give back. I could have snuck off. A couple of famous people walked past me. Louise Goodman walked past me
and a couple of other famous people I spotted. Ralf Schumacher’s engineer, I spotted. He’s obviously quite famous.
Chris: That’s not famous.
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Me: I know who he is, so I waved.
Chris: Did he wave back?
Me: No, presumably he thought I was waving at someone else, I would guess. I can’t imagine too many people wave
at him, but I know who he is. And we came out of the back of the garages, had a look round the motorhome, then
we went back over the bridge. It was interesting and I’m glad I did it but I think maybe I’d like to have seen more of
the pitlane.
Chris: Once you’d finished, we met up and went to find our seats in the grandstands at Luffield.
Me: They must have been pretty good seats because we were surrounded by famous people, there was some guys
from Top Gear magazinee behind us, Vicki Butler-Henderson,
Butler Henderson, she joined us not too many seats away.
Chris: Oh, did she?
Me: I think she’s following me.
Chris: Of course she is, that’s right. She followed you to the grandstands.
Me: Anyway, we had a really good view of Priory and Luffield and down the main straight, so that was quite
enjoyable.
Chris: First up was the driver’s parade lap, where they go round and wave at all the fans. I’m a bit annoyed because
I’ve seen at previous races that they do it in separate cars so that each
each team has their two drivers in a car and they
go round separately, but this time they were all bundled onto the back of a big lorry.
Me: And were being aggravated by Louise Goodman with a microphone.
Chris: Interviewed, I think it’s called.
Me: It looked like aggravation to me, from where I was standing.
Chris: Yea, so they weren’t even paying attention to us.
Me: It was literally pointless. I can see what they were trying to do, you know, some people waved. Hamilton, he
waved at a few people.
Chris: It was
as really just an excuse for everyone to cheer, I think.
Me: Yea, it would be better if they were individually on cars, I think, separately.
Chris: Our camera was playing up by then anyway, so, not bothered.
Me: Our camera had given up by then, let’s be honest.
ho
Chris: Then it was the Red Arrows, and again only 8 of them.
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Me: Yea, we’re not very lucky with these Red Arrows, are we? More of a triangle again. Nice display, slightly
lopsided.
Chris: And there was a marching band and some pretty girls with the flags.
flags. They walked round the last corner and
onto the grid. You like that bit.
Me: Didn’t know where to look really. Planes, ladies.
Chris: Uh, the cars did their installation lap and then it was race time.
Me: Oh yes.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Massa stalled on the grid. There were two formation laps. I thought it was so sweet, he was waving out of his
little car. “Help me, help me, it’s me.” Even though the marshal was right in front of him with the flag, like, “Yea, we
know it’s you.” Both Massa and Sato started from
fr
the pit lane. Sato had chassis trouble.
Me: Yea, I’m not sure what happened between qualifying and the race but they decided to change the chassis and
start him from his pit box.
Chris: Lewis managed to hold everybody off on the first corner, there were no accidents.
Me: No, that’s true. A slight puff of smoke from one of the back markers and that was as exciting as it got.
Chris: Massa started working his way through from the back of the field as far as he could. Sato, he stayed at the
back.
Me: Massa did
id a really, really good job, didn’t he? Sliding through the field. Each lap, he took a car a lap for the first
couple of laps. Really enjoyable.
Chris: It was really good, and with our Kangaroo TV we picked Massa as the driver we wanted to watch so even when
w
they were showing something else on the big screen, we were always seeing whether Massa was up close behind
someone else.
Me: That is such a great concept because you had the big screen in front of you which you could see, and you had
the Kangaroo TV on your lap so you could flick between the two of them. You had the commentator in your ear, it
was just a perfect setup. We were in the best place really. One thing we did notice on the old Kangaroo TV is because
they had the on board shots, you could see Massa’s rev limiter maxing out every time he got a tow on another car.
So what you basically have with Hangar Straight is the fastest section on the circuit. Massa got behind a car, got a
really good slipstream, got a bit of a tow, he hit the maximum rev limiter before he managed to overtake, it was
absolutely annihilating any chance of overtaking he was having.
Chris: So it was all on the corners and on the braking.
Me: Absolutely on braking. And this is just down to the FIA’s mandated rev limit for the new 2007 regulations and
it’s preventing overtaking, clearly. You can see it, with a Kangaroo TV in your hand, you can see what’s happening.
Terrible.
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Chris: There was a piece of bodywork on the Hangar Straight which may or may not have belonged to Mark Webber
We
because he retired.
Me: This is Mark Webber carrying your face on his sidepod and how many laps was it?
Chris: Not very many.
Me: He didn’t make it to the end of the race, you brought him no luck at all.
Chris: You’ll never guess what was wrong with his
h car? Gearbox.
Me: Do you know, I was gonna say the driver.
Chris: Raikkonen started catching up Hamilton, he tried to overtake but didn’t quite manage it. Hamilton is really
good at the defensive…
Priory, so we got a really good look at that, didn’t we, lots of
Me: Yea, he did that overtaking manoeuvre coming into Priory,
tyre smoke and locking up as he nearly made it but didn’t quite manage to make it stick.
Chris: Which again could have been a tyre thing, because Raikkonen was on the soft tyre whilst Hamilton was on the
soft tyre.
Me: Looks like Ferrari made the better tyre choice.
Chris: Kovalainen came into the pits first, and it’s important to note that they don’t flip his lollipop… so to speak…
Me: They don’t flip his lollipop. What are you suggesting?
Chris: It’s got a light on it instead.
Me: Oh right, the lollipop guy who directs him into the pits and then holds him until he’s waiting to be released
doesn’t do the thing that most of the other guys do which is flip the lollipop round so, on the one side it
i says brakes
and on the other side it says 1st gear. They have a traffic light system, whereby the guy just holds the lollipop in front
of the driver and the lights change to indicate whether he should be on brakes or in 1st gear and then there’s only
one lifting manoeuvre.
Chris: And I think that’s important because last time Albers made a mistake.
Me: Last race, Albers mistook the flipping for the lollipop for the raising of the lollipop and went to early and took
half the crew and a fuel system with it.
Chris: And this time, Hamilton was in the pits next and he made a mistake, went on the flip.
Me: He, well, yea, the pressure seems to have got to the guy, the British Grand Prix. Made his first mistake in a race,
is that? Yea, first mistake in a Formula 1 race.
Chris: It wasn’tt quite as bad as Albers because he went and then stopped again straight away.
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Me: He certainly controlled it better than Albers did but it was exactly the same symptom in that the lollipop guy put
the lollipop down, flipped it to tellll him to go into first gear and he mistook that for a lift and tried to go.
Chris: So, I think Renault have a good idea I not doing a flip.
Me: Absolutely, it’s clear what the intention is, and I expect many other people down the pitlane will start
embracing this idea.. Renault started using it at the beginning of the year, they’ve certainly been using it for a few
races this season and I think they’re onto something. There’s a definite difference between light has changed and
lollipop has lifted. The otherr thing I want to mention is the whole point of the lollipop is to tell you when to be on the
brakes and when to be in 1st gear. Presumably if Hamilton went when the guy flipped it, he must have already been
in gear, so he was slightly out of sorts, even if
if he mistook what the guy was doing with the lollipop, he was already
ahead of the game, not doing what he was supposed to be doing at that time.
Chris: Don’t you think they could do it like, on the steering wheel by now? They would have the technology to do it
within the car.
Me: It’s a really, really old fashioned thing, I don’t know why.
Chris: I’m not trying to do anyone out of a job.
Me: And did you notice they had one of those, was it the Renault guy, had a helmet cam…
Chris: Red Bull – lollipop cam.
Me: It was really good, you could see his view of it and he has to pay attention to all four wheels and the fuel guy.
Chris: If they had a camera in the lollipop, that would be good.
Me: That would be really good, although it would probably get smashed if it was Albers, as he careered into it.
Chris: Good point. Lots of interesting things happening in the pit stops this week. Raikkonen went in and his front
right mechanic dropped a part of the wheel gun and fished around for it but he didn’t need to because he had a
whole separate wheel gun to go on, and I think it’s to do with the wheel bin things.
Me: Blimey is this a topic I like? I’m into this topic of wheel bins so I’m glad this happened. Can you tell? At the Paul
Ricard test, a long while back, Ferrarii introduced this front blanking plates that sit over the front wheels. They’ve got
similar ones on the back wheels but they’re not solid, whereas the front wheels are completely blanked in and
they’ve tried them at a couple of tests and they didn’t race them
them and it was thought to be quite controversial
because it’s definitely an aerodynamic moveable device. So many teams might take issue with these aerodynamic
devices and then when I went to the Silverstone test, I noticed they were running back to back tests,
te
basically they
had a car do a couple of laps with these bins on, do the same set up without them, then another couple of laps with
them on. They seemed to be evaluating them quite heavily for Silverstone, didn’t run them in France. Then it comes
to this
is weekend and I’m thinking maybe they might run them, and they do for the very first time you see a Ferrari in
a qualifying situation and a race situation with the front wheels blanked in. Now it does pose an interesting problem
for pit stops, because obviously
iously you’ve got to get the wheels off and the wheels back on somehow. So they’ve
invented this new system, it’s almost like a bizarre disc system and what they basically have to do is have one wheel
gun to take the thing off and another wheel gun to put it on. And for some reason the system that took the bin off
the wheel kind of got carried away and flew off down the pit lane, and he had to grab it.
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Chris: Well, if it’s the first time they’ve done it, they need the practice, don’t they?
id have, because they had a helmet cam on the guy who did this, you could see how this system
Me: Well, they did
works. They drill it with this big disc system, then they put the new wheel on and drill it back on and then it’s loose. It
flips around. It’s not static at all.
Chris: It’s spinning. He gave it a quick spin, didn’t he? Like the wheel of fortune.
Me: Yea, so not only is it an aerodynamic device on a moveable wheel, clearly a moveable aerodynamic device but it
then moves within the wheel itself. How can this possibly
possibl be legal?
Chris: Well, no one seems to be making a fuss about it?
Me: Not out loud.
Chris: None of the teams have said anything, the FIA haven’t said anything, but if they did they’d only go and change
their mind later on and say: “We don’t mind if you use
use this moveable aerodynamic thing.”
Me: That is true.
Chris: Seems to be the way they do it.
Me: None of the other teams seem to have adopted it, whereas Renault have the same rear wheel bins that Ferrari
have, and so do Toyota. But no one seems to have the
the front systems. So at some point in the future, somebody
somewhere is going to have to protest.
Chris: Ferrari are trailblazing again.
Me: You call it trailblazing, I can think of another word.
Chris: Anyway, Raikkonen managed to get out in front of Hamilton.
Hamilton. Very important. You could feel the whole
atmosphere in the grandstands…
Me: Sink. Yea, it wasn’t only on the fact that he fluffed his pitstop, I mean, Raikkonen had put in some blinding laps.
No matter what happened he was pretty much coming out behind
behi him, wasn’t he?
Chris: I’m 100% convinced that Raikkonen was faster the whole time, and I think he would have got him in qualifying
if he hadn’t made that mistake. Alonso went on for a bit longer, but when he did put, he came out in front of both
Raikkonen and Hamilton.
Me: Yea, they fuelled him short, really short.
Chris: It was a super short stop.
Me: I could see why they wanted to do that though, they wanted to gain track position to give Alonso some clear air
to see what pace he had, and he basically hit traffic, didn’t he? So he didn’t have an awful lot of pace to show. Every
time he passed one car, there was another one in his path, he never got a chance to get any clear air.
Chris: Ralf Schumacher went into the pits and never came out again.
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Me: Any idea what happened to him?
Chris: Suspension I think.
Me: Ah the fragile Toyota suspension again.
Chris: Don’t tell me, you’re going to go “I told you so, I said that.”
Me: In January.
Chris: Like you said, Alonso kept getting stuck in traffic. He was lapping
lapping Scott Speed who moved out of the way, but
Alonso was waving his fists at him. He has real anger issues with the traffic, doesn’t he?
Me: I think his car’s too dark. I would suggest McLaren paint it in a darker colour, maybe red.
Chris: Speed was obviously
viously concentrating on the road rage rather than the fact that Wurz was charging up the inside,
and they collided. Wurz drove over Speed’s front wheels which knocked Speed out of the race.
Me: Yea, it was an ambitious lunge from Wurz but you know, it was an opportunity waiting to happen. Speed left the
door way, way too far open.
Chris: Don’t think he was paying attention at all, was he?
Me: No, he was obviously worrying about what Alonso was doing and as a result lost his front wheels.
Chris: Anthony Davidson retired – boo.
Me: Any idea why?
Chris: No. Second round of pit stops, Alonso comes in having cleared the traffic.
Me: Yea, he lost well over a second to Raikkonen amongst it though.
Chris: Well, Raikkonen carried on with a clear track and then when Alonso came back out, he had to clear the traffic
again.
Me: The same traffic he’d just passed, right?
Chris: Yea, so really bad strategy.
Me: Yea, I mean, Ferrari called it right the whole way through. I can see what McLaren were trying to do but they
completely
pletely messed up with the back markers.
Chris: Davidson came back out again – woo.
Me: Any idea why?

©Copyright Sidpodcast 2006-2007.
2007. All rights reserved.

Episode 25 – Britain GP Special

21

Chris: No. We watched Alonso and he was behind three cars that he needed to lap and then when he came round
again the next time, he’d passed them all. In one lap!
Me: No idea how he did it, but he did very, very well. On that second run through the back markers, really good
passing.
Chris: Hamilton came in for a second pit stop, no mistakes this time, much better. Davidson retired again.
Me: Oh for goodness sake, what’s the guy doing?
Chris: This time we found out that he felt the car was dangerous to drive, possibly suspension or some kind of
problems going on.
Me: Oh yea, he said it kept bottoming out and he felt it was dangerous to drive so he retired.
Chris: Twice. Don’t forget about Raikkonen at the front though. He’s speeding away, gaining a second a lap, so by
the time it got to his pit stop, he had enough time to come in and out and probably in and out again about five times.
tim
Me: Yea, every time he came
ame round he was one more second ahead, one more second ahead, eventually there was
no chance of Alonso catching him.
Chris: Trulli retired, he had some high tyre wear.
Me: Which apparently Ralf didn’t suffer from, so something weird going on with Trulli’s car.
Chris: And Liuzzi retired – gearbox problem. What is wrong with Red Bull’s gearboxes?
Me: Well, it’s a new seamless shift…
Chris: Everyone else seems to manage.
Me: Not so seamless.
Chris: Red Bull’s and Toro Rosso’s, they can’t do it.
Me: To be honest,
st, if it was me, I would rip out this one and put the old one back in.
[Sweeper]
Chris: Much to everyone’s disappointment, Hamilton didn’t win. Raikkonen came first, with Alonso second, and
Hamilton third. So, he’s still on the podium, 9 races, 9 podiums, yadda yadda.
Me: Quite an achievement.
Chris: Kubica was fourth, Massa 5th, Heidfeld, Kovalainen and Fisichella makes the top eight. That makes the driver’s
championship much more interesting with Hamilton still leading on 70 but Alonso on 58, Raikkonen overtakes
o
Massa
on 52, Massa’s on 51 and Heidfeld’s on 33. So there are three drivers there, very close together. The constructors
championship has McLaren on 128, Ferrari on 103, BMW on 56, Renault on 31 and Williams still on 13.
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[Sweeper]
Chris: So, good race?
Me: I thought it was a very good race, considering it was dry conditions and there were almost no accidents, still
very interesting.. A good number of lead changes…
changes
Chris: Three.
Me: Yep, very good pit strategies. It was really good to see up close, really good to hear the cars in action. I think I
actually enjoyed
joyed it, we came home and obviously watched it on TV because we needed to know what on earth was
going on and I still enjoyed watching
atching it on TV a second time, so that must have been a pretty good race. Renault – bit
of a disappointment, I thought
ght maybe they could do something to the BMW’s,
BMW but they’ve
ve still got the legs on them.
Massa did really well to come back from where
where he was, major disappointment at the start. He kept his head, passed
the cars he had to pass and that was a good recovery for him.
Chris: Yea, he was even pushing Kubica for 4th place right near the end but didn’t have enough time.
Me: I think they probably had to turn down the engine to save it for the next race, but yea, definitely, he was really
good. Raikkonen – peerless again. Second race in a row. Absolutely blinding. The kid’s
kid deefinitely getting the hang of
the Ferrari now, isn’t he?
Chris: The kid! Everyone’ss saying, you know, like McLaren and Anthony Hamilton are all saying that Lewis is so happy
that he’s on the podium. He’ss blatantly miserable, he didn’t
didn win!
Me: Of all the races not to win, eh? So much expectation. I guess it shows
shows how good his qualifying pole position was,
because the car didn’tt have any pace today and I think to be honest with you, his head dropped. Once
O
he’d made
that mistake in the pits, I think he might have
have got a little bit embarrassed, I think he let the pressure get to him,
sadly.
Chris: I would like to say that Alonso won’t
won wear clean overalls.
Me: That isn’t the first race he’ss done that on, is it?
Chris: Because they put on the brand new, sparkling white overalls to keep the sponsors happy when they go up
u on
the podium.
Me: And Kimi did it this race, didn’t he?
Chris: He did, well, it looks like it. And then you’ve
you got Hamilton
ilton sitting in the press conference gleaming white,
almost glowing, and then you’ve
ve got Alonso looking a bit crumpled.
Me: I like that look, though. I think that’ss more racy.
Chris: Absolutely. I mean, the whole brand spanking new thing is just wrong.
re going to go to that level, why not go and put a dinner suit on?
Me: It is rubbish. If they’re
Chris: Yea, or just get a cardboard cut out.
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Me: Shiny shoes, that kind of thing. So I like the fact,
fact I hope he’ss fighting against Ron and saying I’m
I not gonna wear
this, it’ss a silly idea. Yes, the sponsors want their prominence but they don’tt look very exciting or
o very racy on a
gleaming white suit. Especially when the driver’s
driver sweaty. Clean clothes and a sweaty
weaty man just makes the driver look
silly, does it not?
Chris: Raikkonen definitely was sweaty, he never looks very well when he gets out of the car, he’s
he hot and bothered
and he just looks ill. But it looks like Ferrari may be monitoring how well their drivers are in the car.
Me: Do they think he might die or something?
Chris: I don’tt know, they had all these wires and things attached.
Me: Oh, heart rate monitor, yea, yea. I think maybe they think he’s
he s going to have some kind of serious heart attack
out there, they might have to call him in occasionally. Come and have a rest, you’ve
ve been working a bit too hard in
that car there. No, I don’tt know why they’re
they re doing that, but he definitely had to unplug himself, didn’t
didn he?
Interesting.
Chris: We recorded the race
ace at home and when we got back we watched it to make sure we hadn’t
hadn missed anything
too important. And of course, this wouldn’t
wouldn be Sidepodcast without ITV issues.
Me: Go on, what have you got this week?
Chris: Well, on the qualifying program, they were talking about
about how Honda are involved in the scandal with McLaren
and Ferrari.
Me: Oh yea, which at some point we’re
re going to have to cover because we’ve
we ve been avoiding it week after week
because we’ve
ve got too much to talk about. But maybe next week we can go into some detail, right?
Chris: Maybe.
Me: Okay, please?
Chris: They put up a Honda press release or statement and it was from Tracy
Tracy Novak who is the communications
manager at Honda.
Me: How do you know that?
Chris: And the reason I know that is because they left her complete contact details on the bottom of the screen. Her
email address, her mobile number, her direct dial number.
Me: Excellent, shall we give her a ring?
Chris: I think we might have to.
Me: Say, by the way, we got your number off ITV.
Chris: Along with millions of other people.
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Me: Yea, I think she might be changing that mobile number on Monday.
ve been noticing for a few weeks now that there’s
there some kind of body language
ge going on between David
Chris: I’ve
Coulthard and Louise Goodman.
Me: What is going on with those two? Did you see them this week?
re staying for another
anot
year.”
Chris: She like, touched his shirt and everything. She was like “Oh David, you’re
Me: Yea, that was weird.
Chris: And then he said like, kind of embarrassed, jokingly: “Oh yea, well, I wouldn’tt want to miss you for a year,”
year, or
something.
Me: Yea, I felt like I was intruding watching that.
Chris: I felt quite awkward. I tell you what though, every time they do something with a different
differen driver, I’m always
really excited. Ooh, who is it, what are they doing, because it must be something important for them to get in on the
Lewis Hamilton show.
Me: Right, so every time they interview someone else, you have to check that first, are they asking him about Lewis
Hamilton and secondly what on earth has this
this driver done? And also, did they or did they not drop the second part
of their Silverstone special feature in the race?
Chris: How annoying is that? We did a sort of behind the scenes thing in our video preview and they did the first
fi part
of it in the qualifying
alifying show which was showing Mark Blundell getting ready to go into a Formula 1 car,
car the first
Formula 1 car he’s driven for 12 years.
Me: They showed him in the simulator, getting prepared
prepared for it and doing his exercises, having a seat fitting and all
the cool behind the scenes stuff and then they said, we’ll
we ll show the rest of it tomorrow. Mark going around
Silverstone.
Chris: So it gets to the show on Sunday, and they’ve
they got too much to talk about so it’s deferred until the next show.
Me: And the two much they had to talk about was basically Lewis Hamilton.
Chris: There was this whole special on, they were talking to some woman that used to teach him when he was at
karting.
Me: Anyone and everyone they can drag out of the woodwork who used to know him. My favourite quote was from
Mark Blundell at the end of the race. They said “What else can we say about him?” and he said “I think we’ve run out
of things to say about him.”
Chris: No.
Me: I think that happened in Monaco. Don’t
Don you? So anyway, they’ve
ve deferred this special now until the German
Grand Prix. So, you get to watch Mark go around Silverstone
Silversto at the German Grand Prix.
ix. Excellent
Exc
stuff. By that time I
will have no idea what he did in Part 1. What a waste of time. Useless.
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Chris: Talking of annoying things, David and Victoria Beckham turned up to this race. No one knows why, well, we all
know why, because they wanted to see Lewis Hamilton, although I think they were guests of Honda. Who cares? You
obviously don’t care? Fair enough. But
ut when we got back, three people…
people we were home for two hours and three
people asked us: “Did
Did you see David Beckham?”
Beckham? No! Who cares? I didn’tt go to see David Beckham, did I?
Me: Oh my lord, goodness me, he makes me so angry.
an
[Sweeper]
Hamilto fans, they were very disappointed.
Chris: All those poor, fickle Lewis Hamilton
Me: Is that the ones wearing the Vodafone McLaren t-shirts,
t shirts, the Vodafone McLaren hats, the Vodafone McLaren
bags, those kind of people you’re
re talking about?
Chris: The brand new
w ones that had shown up on the Sunday, bought their merchandise, gone to the stands and…
and
Me: Oh, you’re so mean. They’re
re fans. Every fan is a fan, that’s
that s all that matters. They all went to see motor racing,
raci it
doesn’tt matter that they all came home bitterly disappointed.
Chris: Well, they all bundled out of the grandstands
grandstands and went home. Very silly. There were queues everywhere.
Me: There were. Silverstone, it has a traffic problem, and I’m
I m amazed that everyone decided to live when they did.
Chris: We stayed, had something to eat, then went back to our tent to pack up. When we thought it would be safe to
go back inside, we dropped off our Kangaroo TV,
TV, which was very sad to see it go, and then we thought we’d
we go and
see what the Pit Lane Park was all about.
Me: We’d missed it. Wee wanted to see it desperately, we wanted to see cars doing donuts and we’d
we heard good
things about it but hadn’tt quite had time to get there.
Chris: Well, we saw it when we did our circuit of the track, but the queue was enormous, I mean, it was literally
going all the way round
nd the track. So we didn’t
didn bother.
Me: We decided not to join it then.
Chris: Before we got to the Pit Lane Park though, we saw that there was just random people on the track. And we
thought, well, I want to
o be in there, so we climbed over a fence, got in.
Me: Who knew you could get on the track, well, obviously lots of people because they were all
a on there.
Chris: Just us apparently.
Me: Apparently when the race is over you get to
t walk the track.
Chris: People were sitting and lying and some people were having a race on scooters and stuff. It was really good.
didn we?
Me: And we took some pictures of you on Maggotts corner, didn’t
Chris: Yes, on the track!
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Me: That was exciting.
Chris: I touched the tarmac and everything.
Me: You didn’tt bend down and kiss it, did you?
Chris: I didn’tt kiss it, no, I touched it, and you know, it felt like, tarmac.
Me: Right, special tarmac though, I’m
m sure. And wasn’t
wasn there some kind of gig, wasn’tt Eddie Jordan’s
Jordan band on stage?
Just near to where we were standing.
Chris: Yea, we crossed over the track and got into the inside, which you were very excited about which was a bit odd.
Me: Well, it’ss hard to get in there and I didn’t
didn t realise they opened up in the evening. No one told me that.
Chris: And there was a concert going on but we were more interested
interested in trying to get near the McLaren motorhome.
Even though Scott Speed
d and Tonio Liuzzi were on stage talking with Tony Jardine, I think. Didn’t
Didn care about that. We
were getting towards the paddock and we found this spot behind a fence where people were queuing,
queu
and we
though, you know, we’llll just wait for a few minutes, see if they’re
they re actually waiting for anything.
anything And then Christian
Klien turned up.
Me: It was kind of on thee paddock exit where everybody gets on their scooters and their cars and drives home.
Chris: He signed some things and then he went off. And then Adrian Newey turned up. People wanted his autograph
for some reason, I don’tt know why, he is famous I suppose.
Me: They’ve seen him on telly.
Chris: But it was the sweetest thing. Right, he had this briefcase, and he would put it down and he would take the
piece of paper and pen and then he would take ages signing his name, it was like he was writing
wr
a novel or
something and then he would carefully hand the pen and paper back,
back, pick up his briefcase, walk along. Oh, someone
else wants my signature, put the briefcase down, it would go over and over again.
again. I mean, he literally took about 15
minutes along this tiny little line of people.
Me: Yea, he did. It’s almost like nobody had ever asked for his autograph before and he’s
he s like Oh someone wants my
autograph, I’ll sign my autograph then I’llll be on my way. Ooh, somebody wants my autograph, I’ll
I sign my autograph,
then I’ll definitely be on my way. Oh no, then somebody else…
else it just goes on and on.
Chris: And
nd we were saying it must be because he’s
he s like an engineer, he needs to be all technical and stuff. It was like
precision signing.
Me: Precision autographing, that’ss what it was. No question about it. He’s
He s definitely an engineer, not a racing driver.
Chris: The woman next to us, she wass a dab hand at getting paparazzi shots because she would shout “Can you give
us a smile, please?” and they would.
Me: More often than not.
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Chris: It was brilliant. It worked on Adrian
ian Newey, and it worked on Scott Speed who came out next. Then Tonio
Liuzzi came out but he didn’tt smile, I think it’s
it because he had a silly hat on, hee probably couldn’t
couldn hear her. And then
Jean Todt came out.
Me: There was a Maserati waiting to pick him up, wasn’t
wasn there? Very posh car.
Chris: We kind of thought it might be Kimi Raikkonen, then we realised of course he’d
d left already.
d left once the champagne stopped flowing.
Me: He’d
Can we have a smile please?”
please? Which is just the stupidest thing because when was the
Chris: So she shouted at him “Can
last time you saw Jean Todt smile?
Me: Can we have a smile please, from Jean Todt. Absolutely blinding. If you’re
you re watching the enhanced podcast,
again, take a look at this, this is the exact look that Jean Todt gave the woman who asked him for a smile.
Chris: It wasn’t like “I’m not smiling,” it was like “I can’t believe you would ask me that. You know
kn I don’t smile.”
Me: It was like “Are
Are you taking the mickey?”
mickey?
Chris: He marched right past everyone and got into his car and then they went off, and the guy on the other side of
us, he went “God, I’d hate to see what
hat he looks like when he loses.”
loses. That’s really funny.
Me: You’ve
ve never seen a man more miserable for winning a Formula 1 race. Brilliant.
Brillian
Chris: After that we sneaked a look over some fences to see what was going on behind the garages, and they were
taking everything apart.
Me: Oh yea, they were decamping ready to go to the spa test or wherever they’re
they re going next.
Chris: Some Renault guys were busy lifting heavy bits and pieces. It didn’t
didn t look much fun to me, but you said you
could have stayed there all night.
Me: Well, I found it quite interesting, just
jus to see, how do you dismantle a motorhome?
Chris: You were like, “Oh he’ss taking out a bolt! Oh, he’s
he putting it in a box. Oh, he’ss lifting it up!”
up!
Me: That’s mean. It’ss not quite like that. I mean, it’s
it s quite an involved process, you know, taking
ta
apart a motorhome,
putting it into a truck, drive it off. No?
Chris: Bless you.
Me: Just on me own on that one. So, you made me leave.
Chris: Yea, there was just time for a quick trip across the main straight before we decided to call it a night. I was
absolutely exhausted
sted and it had just started to rain.
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Me: The rain had held off, it was perfect. It didn’tt rain from the moment we got there until literally the moment we
were about to leave. Absolutely perfect, considering the weather
weath we’ve
ve been having, that was absolutely all
a we
could ask for.
Chris: We hit a bit of traffic on thee way home but nothing too major so all in all it was a fantastic weekend. What was
your favourite bit?
Me: Oh, well, I’d
d probably have to say that waking up Sunday morning, slightly bleary eyed, heading towards the
showers and meeting a slightly bleary eyed and bedraggled Vicki Butler-Henderson
Butler Henderson coming towards me who’d
who just
spent the night in a tent. Which I think was quite cool really, for someone of her status to spend the night in a tent,
kind
ind of roughing it like we were. And she said “Morning.” And I kind of turned into a giggling mess.
Chris: You did. But it’ss so annoying because she came out of her tent looking all bedraggled and she went into the
showers, and she came out looking like
ke a million dollars. I came out of my tent looking bedraggled, went into the
showers,
ers, and I came out looking bedraggled.
Me: You looked about ten pound.
Chris: Thanks very much.
Me: What was your favourite bit of the weekend?
Chris: I’llll be honest, my favourite bit was Barrichello,
Bar
he said Bye to me. It’s just amazing,
amazing I mean, when is that ever
going to happen to me in my life again? Great weekend.
Me: Absolutely and we’ve
ve really got to say thank you to the good people at Honda who really, they arranged
everything perfectly. We couldn’tt complain about anything. Anything we needed, they had it.
Chris: They even had a pen when mine ran out. It was brilliant.
Me: Your pen ran out, can we have a pen please? Yea, have my pen. Okay, brilliant.
Chris: And of course we’ve
ve got to thank USP for inviting us.
Me: Absolutely.
Chris: Good times.
[Out: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With the
he Race]
Race
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