Sidepodchat – Of authors, engineering and research
Steven: Although we all meet at Sidepodcast to discuss and watch motor racing, many of the commenters
have their own blogs. So we thought it might be interesting to give them the opportunity to talk about
blogging and plug their blog on Sidepodradio. The questions are designed to give the bloggers a framework
to discuss their blog, and I’m quite happy for them not to stick rigidly to the questions when answering, but
to give us information they think is important. This show’s about the bloggers, so the less I say, the better.
Steven: What is your name and your blog’s name?
Rob: I’m Rob, but I’m better known as Maverick or Mav and work at PitlaneFanatic.com.
Steven: When and why did you start blogging?
Rob: PitlaneFanatic started life as a forum after a group of us got more and more frustrated elsewhere, and
then it snowballed from there. We’ve actually just had our first birthday, which is fantastic considering we
went into this without a clue about what we were doing or even how to make a website. The blog itself is
only a few months old and it’s great having both. The forum is quick and spontaneous, with lots of different opinions, whereas the blog bridges a deeper discussion. They actually complement each other really
well, and the forum even provides inspiration for the blog.
Steven: How would you describe your blog?
Rob: Hard to describe really, since we have a mix of authors. I tend to post the most often, and I tend to
come at F1 from the technical side, having an engineering background myself. But we also encourage
lengthier blog-style articles in the forum itself, and then we often promote them to the blog. As I say, we
can have very different viewpoints given the blog’s own variety.
Steven: Question four, how often do you update your blog?
Rob: I aim for about once or twice a week, more over the race weekends, but obviously that depends
what’s happening in Formula One at the time.
Steven: How do you go about starting an article for your blog and how do you work from there?
Rob: Often it’s just picking up on a comment and expanding on it. Other times, it’s just trying to get something off my chest. Course then there’s all the pre-planned stuff centred around race weekends. I normally
try to focus on two to three points at the most and then you’ve got to have all your other ingredients. It’s
not just about writing. You need to do your research. Images improve an article and I know it’s a cliché but
a picture does say a thousand words. And then finally, you’ve got to inject some personality into it.
Steven: Why should I, or anyone else, read your blog?
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Rob: Well, we have pretty pictures and graphs which hopefully make the serious stuff easier to understand. But I hope we give readers something to think about, a different take on things, even just some useful information that they can’t find elsewhere.
Steven: Question seven, what have you learned about the sport from blogging, or how has it changed the
way you watch F1?
Rob: I guess I’m much more deeply interested in Formula One now, not just following the races but the ins
and outs in between. Although I’m not sure if that’s through blogging or not. I see Formula One very much
as a soap opera with very fast cars.
Steven: How do you encourage people to comment on your blog?
Rob: Obviously, give your readers something to actually comment on. Ask a question. Clearly you want
people to give their own opinion on it, therefore your question needs to be in your actual article. But you
may also want to throw out an open question at the end.
Steven: What would your dream blog post be?
Rob: Obviously an exclusive scoop, but then the nightmare post would it turning out to be completely
false. We actually had an article about Epsilon Euskadi potentially entering Formula One back in February,
months before the FIA suggested expanding the 2010 grid. Therefore you kind of find yourself selfishly
hoping Manor, Campos and the Lotus don’t get chosen by the FIA.
Steven: What advice would you give anyone thinking about starting a blog, or anyone who wasn’t?
Rob: Just try it. Aim to offer something originally, although obviously some stories have to be covered by
everyone, but in those cases have a unique perspective. Be yourself, and don’t worry about a shortage of
comments at first, as long as it’s being read. Then you want everyone out there to know about your wonderful creation. Good starting point is to comment on other blogs because your username can usually be
linked back to you, so it’s a free link. Just don’t abuse it. Posting a serious comment will gain you a better
reputation than openly spamming. I also read a few forums and will post a link back to a blog article now
and then. The trick is that I always post it as a comment on a relevant topic, so it goes down much better.
Steven: And final question, is there anything else you want to add?
Rob: There’s a great blogging community out there, and even though running a blog or website can be
quite time-consuming, they usually find time to share ideas and opinions. In fact, it was these guys who
actually persuaded us to start the blog in the first place. It’s great that, in essence, we’re all rivals for the
same audience, but still find time to be supportive and send traffic each other’s way.
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