An Aside With Joe – He Should Be Growing Out of It By Now
Me: Welcome to an Aside with Joe: He Should Be Growing Out of it by Now. On the line once again, it feels like these
chats come around very quickly. We were talking to Joe, it was two weeks ago I believe we were speaking last time.
How’s it going Joe?
Joe: Well I guess it’s two weeks later, I think you’re right, it doesn’t seem like it but I’ve been all over the place since
then.
Me: I’ve dug out some facts about you.
Joe: Oh dear.
Me: This time from the Grand Prix + about page so hopefully these are correct.
Joe: I probably wrote them so they’re therefore entirely biased I should think.
Me: Yes of course. Just for anybody who is joining us for this show for the first time and they might like to know who
you are and what you’re about and why we’re speaking to you. First interesting point that I noticed said you began
your career in motor racing while you were still a student. What were you studying? Presumably it wasn’t motor
racing at the time?
Joe: I was studying history.
Me: Ah. How did you fall into motor racing from that?
Joe: Well a lot of the Formula One world is historians, I don’t know why that is, actually I do know why it is it’s
because if you’re an English student or a Journalism student by the time you finish your course you’re fed up with
writing and history students generally have, they’re not quite as sort of fed up with writing by the end of it but I was
studying history and I liked motor racing and I put the two together so.
Me: And you never looked back. I take it history has obviously it served you well as we heard last time when we
were talking about Grand Prix Saboteurs.
Joe: I was a specialist funnily enough in the covert activities of the CIA among other things but that was my
dissertation when I was at University.
Me: Another interesting fact I picked up it says you travelled constantly and began writing your celebrated
Globetrotter column, which I believe has now metamorphisised into your blog. Is your blog an extension of what you
started with Globetrotter?
Joe: That’s an interesting thought actually. The Globetrotter column was going for probably, oh goodness me, 25
years. It’s still going theoretically but it takes time that I don’t generally have but it was sort of a blog in its day it sort
of, it invented motor racing blogging before motor racing blogging existed because it was really about my life and
where I went and the people I met and just silly things and it was originally in Autosport back in the 80s.
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Me: Right.
Joe: And it went on from there and went to various other places along the way as I’ve gone along most recently it
was on grandprix.com for a while. People do complain about it and say I should do them more but basically what I do
on the blog is much the same as that although probably a little more rushed because Globetrotters were generally
quite sort of, they weren’t too time pressured.
Me: Was it weekly or monthly?
Joe: It was whatever period of time I chose to give it really. I used to do it once a week but there is a limit to the
amount of column material one can write. I think once a week is doable, I have had columns in the past where I tried
three times a week and I was just going mad. You’ve got to stay interesting which is the hardest bit. Even writing two
or three columns, different columns in different places is quite hard to do. I expect one day I’ll revive Globetrotter
again when I have a few more moments to spare.
Me: Do you have the archives? Presumably a lot of them are copyright of Autosport’s archive now are they?
Joe: No not at all, no they’re my copyright because I was the author and I never signed any contract as I recall. No if
you want to read Globetrotters I think I’ve actually got the whole lot on grandprix.com hidden away in the features
section they go back to 1988 and if you go to the grandprix.com front page and do Burnout in Bournemouth you’ll
find the first one.
Me: Burnout in Bournemouth?
Joe: Yes, Burnout and Bournemouth should get you to the first Globetrotter column which was about Adelaide.
Me: OK.
Joe: And that was in 1988 I think and that was where it got its name, I didn’t give it its name, somebody in the
Autosport office thought it was a good idea because I spent my entire life going around the world.
Me: We shall definitely check that out. Also in 1988 apparently you were given a free hand to report on whatever
you wanted.
Joe: Yeah pretty much.
Me: That sounds very generous.
Joe: I think it became clear later on that they decided at some point or rather that I was going to be their next man
on the Grand Prix scene and they wanted me to do a bunch of things to get some more international, I mean I was, I
had the international experience because I actually started internationally, I never did any British club stuff. I started,
my first race report was from Zandvoort and my second one was from Nogaro and it just went on like but that they
said go and do some stuff, broaden the mind or whatever and I went to, I did the Paris‐Dakar and I did Daytona, I did
Bathurst in Australia, I did, I can’t even remember them all, I did the Indy 500 too I think come to think of it.
Me: That’s an incredible amount of travelling.
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Joe: It’s a, I started out going from place to place, from race to race and that was the first 18 months when I was a
freelancer. Then I joined Autosport and my editor at the time, somebody, I think Rothmans it was, had come up with
the idea of having a circuit guide for people so the editor who was a man called Quentin Spurring very fine editor
came round one day and he said ‘right chaps write down the list of all the places, all the circuits you’ve been on a
piece of paper, in my desk in half an hour’ and so I sat there and wrote them all down, everyone else did the same
thing and all the lists, he came back and he looked at them all and he went ‘this is impossible’ and I said ‘what are
you talking about’ and he said ‘you’ve been to more racing circuits in your two and a half years than I’ve done in 20
years, this is not possible’ and I said ‘well sorry that’s just the way it is’ and so I ended up being given the job of
writing this circuit guide. As a result of that a publisher saw it and hired me to write a thing called the World Atlas
which I did in 89 I think it was, and that was my first book and that was basically, you know, it started out from just
having been to strange places mainly in France, Sweden, you name it. I mean most of the racing circuits in Europe
I’ve been to at some point or rather. Obviously there’s a new generation of things now like the Sachsenring and all
these strange things in the East which I haven’t been to but I did go into, I went into Czechoslovakia in the days
before the iron curtain came down, went to the original, well not the original, the middle Brno because there was
one in the 20s as well. I travelled to all kinds of funny places that have long since disappeared and so I had a very sort
of broad education and in fact England to this day, I haven’t been to a number of race tracks in England. I don’t think
I’ve ever been, well I know I haven’t been to Castle Combe or Cadwell or places like that and my visits to Snetterton
can be counted on one finger and I went to Silverstone obviously and Donington, and Brands Hatch and Thruxton I
think I went to several times but generally I was always international and the other thing about that was I met a
different kind of people, I met a lot of people who ended up in Grand Prix racing and in fact in that first paddock
where I was wandering around completely out of my depth, no idea what I was doing there was Eddie Jordan, there
was Gerhard Berger, Kris Nissen who is now head of Volkswagen motorsport, Adrian Campos who’s apparently going
to have a Formula One team soon. And about ten of the drivers ended up as Grand Prix drivers at some point or
rather, several of them went on to do other things. Gary Anderson was there, Emanuele Pirro, Le Mans winner many
times now. It was a group of crazy people that had a very interesting time you know, early twenties, a little bit wild. I
think even Yvan Muller was there, but he was a sort of bratty little kid hanging out with his sister who was a race
driver as well, Cathy Muller.
Me: I didn’t know that.
Joe: These are great times in early 80s, in fact I saw Eddie Jordan the other day in Singapore and we were just talking
and he said as he often does that the best days he can ever remember were those days in Europe when we were
going around in the European Formula 3 Championship and it was great to be the journalist because there was only
one journalist and so you got treated quite well really because people wanted to tell you the story and there wasn’t,
there weren’t people fighting to talk to you, they came to talk to me so I do remember at one race I put a hammock
up between the trees and just let the drivers come.
Me: Wow.
Joe: Well it’s long gone now, that world is a world that doesn’t exist even in Formula Ford nowadays there’s so much
emphasis on in and out, everything in a day meetings in England so you don’t have the overnight element, the
camping, the sort of being together kind of stuff and in European events it’s all so serious, they’ve all got briefcases
now in Formula Renault.
Me: Do you have photographs from that era?
Joe: Do I have photographs? I have a few, yeah.
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Me: I imagine it was mostly words.
Joe: Not many actually, funnily enough because I wasn’t a very good photographer but I have some wonderful
photographs, old slides that I must one day transfer onto proper digital things which are of going to Brno in 1985 the
sort of race track that we were at there was just wacky and some Formula 3 stuff too I seem to remember
somewhere or rather in a box full of slides but I wasn’t really a great photographer so.
Me: Good stuff, I’m staggered at your depth and breadth of knowledge just listen to some of these names you’ve got
as you said before Paris‐Dakar, Indy 500, Le Mans 24, Bathurst 1000, NASCAR, you’re not just about Formula One.
Joe: Well I am, well actually no not really because today I still write a thing called the Business of Motorsport which
is about every kind of, wherever there’s money I write about it, so I have to keep up to date so generally I have a
pretty good idea what’s happening in all the major championships. You can’t, one man can only do so much and you
can’t keep totally up to date with everything all the time but no, it’s just part of, I mean I became a full time Formula
One reporter in 89 that is 20 years.
Me: And counting.
Joe: And I haven’t missed a race in that time, I think it’s 21 years now actually since I missed a race and when you do
that there’s not really a lot of time for anything else because when you are home the last thing you really want to do
is go off to another motor race, particularly if you have any family commitments but the other day I went, I took my
son who is not into racing at all, we went down the road to a little village where they were having a hill climb, a little
French hill climb because I live in France.
Me: You told us you were going to go, we didn’t actually catch up with you and find out how that went.
Joe: Well we stood there and ate frites and stood in the public area and didn’t sort of flash the FIA pass or anything
and watched a bunch of complete lunatics driving up a hill. There was a couple of talents with a modicum of talent
probably 15 years ago but it doesn’t matter ,it’s not about that, it’s about enjoying the moment and what motor
racing is all about which is having fun and we often forget that. Every so often I’ll go and do that just to have a sort of
reminder that it’s actually about having fun.
Me: Before we talk about the fun that you had last weekend you were talking on your blog this week about the
calendar and how insane next seasons travel arrangements might become if nothing is done about it.
Joe: Nothing will be done about it that’s absolutely guaranteed because it’s not designed for the people who do it,
it’s designed for the best way of making money which is one of the interesting points about Formula One, everything
is designed to make money as opposed to designed for the benefit of anyone involved or what’s best for the sport. If
it was done for what’s best for the sport we’d have two races in the United States of America but that’s just a way of
the current, I don’t want to use the word regime but I can’t think of a better word at the moment, the current
structure is based on that and that’s how Formula One has become so successful it’s because it was completely and
utterly concentrated on making as much money as possible and lots of people are millionaires as a result of it, sadly
I’m not one of them but I think as the sport goes into another phase which it will, I think you’ll find that there will
be, and FOTA is already beginning to make noises about it which is we do need to be in the States, and do we really
need to have six races in Asia? Yes it’s important to have one in Singapore, yes Korea is a big market, yes China’s big,
yes Japan’s big but you have to draw a line somewhere. We don’t want to forget the fans back home, you know,
there used to be ten, eleven, twelve races in Europe and now there are I don’t even know, seven or eight I think.
There’s no French Grand Prix what’s going on there that’s ridiculous. France is where motorsport began and we
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shouldn’t forget our roots and we shouldn’t forget important markets so there are a limit to the number of races
that can be done but I think the perfect arrangement is to have four in each time zone if you like. Have four in the
Americas so you can have one in Brazil, one on the east coast, one on the west coast and that’s just enough races
probably to get people interested in it in that time zone so they don’t have to get up at four o’clock in the morning.
Me: Yep.
Joe: To be interested. Then you have the European element, you can have four to six races in Europe maybe because
it’s traditional place, you’ve got to have Monte Carlo you should have some of the others too. The classic tracks, you
mustn’t forget them. Why are we going to Turkey? Nobody wants to go to Turkey nobody turns up in Turkey the only
reason we go to Turkey is because the Turks have got a contract that says they will pay X amount and that’s the only
reason we go. It doesn’t achieve anything for the Turks, it doesn’t achieve anything for the Formula One teams, it’s
just ridiculous. Hungary, I ask myself why do we go to Hungary? We used to go there in the 80s because it was
behind the iron curtain, it was new and groundbreaking but so what nowadays? There are questions like that it’s not
a great track, the overtaking’s not great, you know I’d much rather go to Spa, I’d much rather go to a race in France,
I’d much rather have not two races in Spain and just the one, you don’t need two. The reason there are two is
because Fernando Alonso is around and lots of Spaniards are willing to turn up and pay money. The point I’m trying
to make is money money money drives everything. You can have two, maybe three in the Middle East, there’s
certainly a lot of money there, you know Abu Dhabi’s spending a fortune for a race and Bahrain’s already got one
and do a nice job there. Then you know, have four in Asia too or Asia Pacific because the Australian Grand Prix’s a
great event but you know, the balance is not right and you can’t have 30 races a year, it’s just not possible to do it.
NASCAR does it but it’s a fairly disjointed affair because the crews are different from race to race.
Me: And certainly presumably within the boundaries of one block of land.
Joe: Well it’s a big block of land, if you’re in California one week and North Carolina the next, that’s a big chunk of
land between the two but having said that everyone flies aeroplanes and the cars they use are not the same cars
they were using on the other coast so there are elements to it. It’s finding the right balance and I often think that
Formula One’s balance is not quite right, I may be wrong but that’s just my opinion but certainly if you were trying to
follow it, going three times to Asia in the first month of the year doesn’t make sense and at the end of the year doing
the same thing doesn’t make sense. If you want to have four races in Asia, that’s fine but put them back to back, go
and have Australia, Malaysia with one week between, that’s fine you’re away for eight days, that’s doable, you come
back you’re back home for eight days go away for another eight days, come back, whatever. But don’t have one
where you do two races back to back then a two week gap then one race then a two week gap then another race in
Asia, it just doesn’t make any sense and that’s really the point I’m making. I understand that there are problems in
some of these countries getting things in and out and the time available because the customs men aren’t used to
doing it etc etc etc but I don’t care, these things can be organised and should be organised and it should be done in
such a way as to make it user friendly.
Me: How important do you think the off season is? Do you think that Formula One needs longer off season than it
currently has?
Joe: Um, well I think there is an agreement, or there used to be anyway, that the season would run with X amount, I
think it was 12 weeks or something in the winter time when there would be time off, and that’s true up to a point,
it’s sort of beginning to be fudged a little bit but in the old days you know there were races in January in South Africa
and things like that. The difference now is that in those days there weren’t quite as many races or there were more
of them in Europe so the actual toll on people was a lot less and I think the toll on people now is because you’re
intercontinental all the time, the physical toll and the emotional toll whatever you want to call it is just a tough life.
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People think it’s a lovely lifestyle and it is a lovely lifestyle and I’m not knocking it at all but it’s also extremely, you’ve
got to be very one, very single minded to be able to do it and a lot of, I think it was, I don’t know if it’s indicative of
the generation or indicative of just people having different attitudes but the number of young reporters who do it
for a couple of years and then pack it in, in the old days you’d never do that, in the old days if somebody came to
Formula One and was a Formula One reporter, they were a Formula One reporter and you didn’t give it up and go off
and do something else but I’ve seen quite a few young guys do that because it’s just too much like hard work.
Me: Is it almost the case of the stock exchange problem whereby people just get burn out from working so hard so
quickly and then they just can’t do it anymore?
Joe: To a point it is but it’s also, the other thing is when you’re in your twenties it’s a terrific lifestyle when you’re in
your twenties but eventually a lot of people find that there’s the girlfriend at home who says ‘well I don’t want you
to do that anymore’ and a lot of people stop and I suppose in a way it’s like in the old days with the drivers, the
number of very very fine drivers who stop their careers because their girlfriend or young wife or whatever says I
don’t want you to go racing anymore and they did, they stopped because it meant more to them. Nowadays if you
said to one of these drivers you’re going to stop because honey I don’t want you to get killed you’d be in the skip
straight away because I think the answer is because there’s a lot more money in it and there’s a lot more glory,
glamour, whatever and so the guys are much more single minded. It’s a completely different mentality nowadays to
then and I think that you know, nowadays it’s sort of dictated that people fit around you whereas in the old days you
were sort of fitting in with the world. If I was 21 again now and didn’t have any ties it would be an amazing thing to
be doing because you’d just be, I don’t know, it depends, when I was 21 the amount of work was a lot less too
because obviously in those days there was no internet so you were just basically filing a couple of stories a week.
Me: Yes.
Joe: And being paid the same as you now get paid for writing.
Me: Endlessly
Joe: 20,000 words.
Me: You’ve just got back from Brazil. Yesterday?
Joe: I have, yesterday morning, yes.
Me: You don’t sound like somebody who’s just been on a long haul flight after an exhausting weekend, you sound
very sprightly.
Joe: Well no because I mean, this is something I think I wrote about on the blog yesterday at some point, when I’m
on an aeroplane I sort of, the brain shuts down and I watch movies or do whatever but to me a two hour flight is the
same as a fourteen hour flight, it makes absolutely no difference. It was funny because I was sitting on this, I went
via Chicago which you think about Brazil, Chicago, Europe doesn’t make sense but actually it does make sense from a
number of reasons but I was just listening to all the people and they were whinging about how they flew all the way
from Chicago to Paris and we’ll be so tired and it’ll ruin our week and jetlag and this is what I mean about having a
different attitude. We do this week in week out we don’t even blink, we don’t even think about it, we just arrive at
the airport and get on with it. Every so often you’ll get worn out, it happens, it’s interesting at the moment because
it’s been a very long season and there’s a lot of people in Formula One now very tired because we’re coming up to
the last one and we have in the last month gone out to Asia for two weeks, across to Brazil and now we’re going
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back to the Middle East so if you think of that in body clocks if you have one, it’s quite hard to do but we’re all sort of
doing it and then when we get there we’re living strange hours and there was a fair amount of partying going on in
Brazil. I wasn’t part of it to a large extent, I have to say on Thursday evening I did go out with the Buttons and got led
astray slightly by John.
Me: Was that the media event that he puts on each year for the journalists?
Joe: He has a little party for the English media guys who basically do an awful lot for him, good or bad, depending,
but it’s just to sort of say thank you to them, to us, and is a very pleasant evening in a churrascarria but one of the
problems with Brazil is that they have these horribly wonderful things called caipirinhas which are sugar cane alcohol
mixed with a bit of sugar and some lime juice and they slip down really easily and they are lethal for the brain cell
count and then you add to that, they put way too much salt on their meat so you get dehydrated just from eating
meat, let alone drinking, so there are some fairly evil hangovers going on and there’s also a sort of element of it’s
getting near the end of the year, depends on how much work you’ve got to do. Some of the guys who write 600
words for the weekend they can go off and party like crazy.
Me: Does your workload increase when a world champion gets crowned?
Joe: Yes it does.
Me: How come? How does that work?
Joe: Because it’s the high point of the season. It’s interesting because you won’t have seen it on the live TV feeds
from Brazil but after the race there’s a, there’s the initial TV press conference which is seen all over the world and
then there is another press conference for the written press straight afterwards, immediately they go from one to
the other. In Brazil the press conference room is away from the main media centre and Mark Webber walked in
there and he stood there for a minute and he looked around and he went ‘well where is everybody? I just won the
race!’ The moderator said ‘this is Brazil and everybody is on deadline because of the time difference between Europe
and Brazil. The newspapers are all closing for press so everybody is up there writing, they’re watching you on the TV
to hear what you have to say but they can’t be down here in the press conference room and in a way if you’re a
driver you come in and it’s quite upsetting really to find that there’s nobody there.
Me: No one wants to talk to you.
Joe: And then Button arrived, they did that one and then they cleared off and then Button came in for his own press
conference and he walked in the room and I won’t tell you exact words what he said because I’m sure there are
some young people listening but he stood up on the stage and he goes ‘Where is everybody? I’m the bleep world
champion!’ and again the same thing had to be explained to him that sorry, as much as we love you and we want to
hear what you have to say and we want to shake your hand, we haven’t got time right now because the newspapers
are closing and in the web world anyway there is no such thing as a deadline, the deadline is 10 minutes ago.
Me: As it happened.
Joe: So you know, it’s a funny world sometimes but generally speaking if you look in the coverage in the newspapers
they’ll be ‘Jenson Button is world champion’ it’s not just a little article on the back page, there’ll be a front page
story, there’ll be a bit of background, there’ll be this, there’ll be that, so there’s a lot more to write.
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Me: So presumably then I did notice this week partly because of the time difference the race being much later but I
went to bed before Grand Prix + hit the shelves, hit the web. I checked at 2 o’clock in the morning and it wasn’t
there.
Joe: I know, well, that was an interesting one. We had a couple of glitches going on there, one was that our regular
photographer wasn’t there and we had a person standing in who was a bit late delivering. In between that David
who was writing the race report, because he works for the Independent newspaper in London, he had a lot of extra
work to be done, the race report was later than normal arriving and I spent the previous night working most of it to
get up to speed with the rest of it and so as I was sitting there doing bits and pieces and waiting for everything to
arrive I fell asleep. I probably, I didn’t sleep for very long, I slept for probably two hours completely unwillingly, or
unwittingly, and woke up at I don’t even know actually what time it was because my computer time was set on
French time and I disconnected the alarm clock in the room because I needed the power so it was some sort of
unearthly hour that was sort of whited out kind of world that I put it all together and finished everything I had to do
and I guess it was probably about four hours later than normal as a result of the various things and it was just, it was
just bad luck really. Everything conspired and the time difference doesn’t help.
Me: and you have absolutely no idea what time you put that up.
Joe: I think I finished at 5.30 in the morning Brazil time when I finished and I guess that would be four hours in British
time because of the summer time change last weekend in Brazil but not in Europe, I mean that’s why, and other
reasons I had no idea what time it was because these things happen so I guess it was probably about 8 o’clock in the
morning UK time and we always said we’d get it up by 9 or earlier, because we didn’t quite manage it earlier but
normally we’re much quicker than that, it was very slow this week.
Me: That’s OK, I think it’s the first time I’ve checked it and it hasn’t been there when I’ve expected it to be so that’s
the first time that I think I’ve beaten you all year. It made me feel quite proud.
Joe: That’s possibly true, yes. It is, thank god we don’t do a race on the west coast of the United States that’s all I can
say, because I remember when we used to go there to Phoenix and places like that, we’d just walk out of the press
room and go have breakfast because the time difference was such that you just went right through the night.
Me: Madness. How was Brazil on Saturday because we were watching qualifying and obviously it was a washout.
Joe: Weren’t you watching Strictly Come Dancing?
Me: Not at all.
Joe: because apparently, I have to say I haven’t got a clue, I mean I think I saw it once when I was on a trip to
England and I completely fail to understand why this is the England or whatever, apparently there was some sort of
mix up over timing so the people who signed on to watch sequins got to watch rain fall in Brazil.
Me: Yeah, and not much else.
Joe: Which is good for them really. But no, it was horrible it was a torrential downpour, flooding and some fairly
major shunts because certainly it was, a Tonio Liuzzi shunt in the middle of qualifying. He didn’t have a hope in hell.
He was just driving along in a straight line and the car was gone, he was aquaplaning, went straight into the pit wall,
bounced off and left various bits of it all over the shop.
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Me: It was rumours that the media centre was leaking. Did you experience that?
Joe: Oh yes a little bit.
Me: Does it always do that?
Joe: But not bad. No no, there was a few years ago I can’t remember, five years ago maybe when we had a similar
downpour and there was a classic moment when funnily enough it was the FIA media delegates office, the roof
above the office gave way. I presume because of all the water had collected on the roof above it but whatever
happened it all gave way and humungous amounts of water came pouring through the roof all over the FIA delegate
and then it went down into the floor and for some strange reason there was some sort of floating floor I suppose but
the water went into the electric sockets and had spread under the press room and then started coming out through
electric sockets all over the press room which was quite entertaining because we were all terrified of being
electrocuted, you know. There was a flood but this is all, it’s all been fixed now but there were a couple of sort of
leaky bits in, Interlagos was built in 1939, I think the press centre was built probably rather later than that but it’s still
at least 20 years old now.
Me: What did you do during the washout, we were just watching TV, not a lot going on, not a lot to see. What were
you up to at the time?
Joe: I sat there writing articles I think. I generally sit there writing articles all the time really, it’s just a constant thrill
keeping an eye on the screen, seeing what’s happening, the days of going out onto the race, there are people who
go out onto the race track and stand at corners and make learned judgements about this turn in and that turn in
which I think is total tosh because I’m not sure that any normal human being can actually really tell the difference
between the speed these guys are going at nowadays, I think there’s a certain element of tosh written about
standing on corners. I think you get a much better idea of what’s happening if you’re there watching it and you can
have replays and all the rest of it. Yes it’s nice to get out on the circuit for the atmosphere, the noise, the feel of it all
and you can see when a guy’s going quick and stuff like that but it’s still in terms of your ability to analyse, I think the
TV is an absolutely invaluable tool.
Me: And live timing presumably.
Joe: It’s kind of bizarre that you travel around the world and watch the races on TV but that’s fundamentally what
happens. The difference is of course that when we stop watching the TV we walk out of the press room and go and
talk to all the people who have been doing it. That’s the difference.
Me: That’s the important bit.
Joe: In terms of, I mean I used to, when I first started going back to those days in Formula 3 if there was a big
accident you’d listen to what all the drivers had to say, they’d all have a different story so you’d have to go out
because there was no TV at all. You’d go out to the circuit where the accident, the corner where the accident had
happened, you’d look at the marks on the road and you’d say ‘OK well this is obviously Fred’s car because he said he
got hit by this and that’ and you literally piece together like that which means you’re quit a good accident
investigator.
Me: Come Sunday, Jenson Button, what happened to him? He suddenly, he found the form that he lost sometime
around Silverstone and all of a sudden it all came together for him.

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

An Aside With Joe – He Should Be Growing Out of
It By Now

9

Joe: It’s interesting because I bumped into Ross Brawn in Chicago and we had this very conversation and the
conclusion we both reached is that, I mean there were problems with the car in the middle of the season they went
off down a blind alley of development and there was a fair amount of loss of focus as Red Bull came good and then
McLaren got better and it was harder than ever for Brawn to score points but obviously also Jenson just seemed to
be rather inhibited and my conclusion was that he was just terrified because you have a huge lead in the world
championship, you don’t want to throw it away by making a silly mistake and I think he was held back by this fear of
a silly mistake and I think when it came to, I mean Saturday was an example of, it was just horrible, everything went
wrong for him, it went wrong for Vettel, it went wrong for McLaren. To blame them and say it was all Brawn’s fault,
this that the other is silly because a lot of people had problems as well but Jenson was poleaxed by that, he went
home on Saturday night feeling pretty sorry for himself, came back on Sunday morning absolutely punched in ready
to go and he drove absolutely brilliantly and I think it’s because fundamentally it was ‘I’ve got nothing to lose now, I
don’t have to worry about it, if I crash, I crash and we’ll go sort it out at the next one’ this whole sort of being
inhibited, and he sort of said that afterwards, he sort of said that he hadn’t been able to say the things he wanted to
say because he felt restricted and I think Ross said something very interesting, he said it will be very interesting to
see what happens in Abu Dhabi to see how the drivers are racing there because really it’s all over now, I mean
there’s a battle for second place between Vettel and Barrichello and there’s a certain element of fight going on for
third place in the constructors between Ferrari and McLaren but in terms of the big stuff, it’s done and so it’ll be
interesting to see how relaxed and what effect that has on the performances, it’ll be interesting to see if there’s any
difference to the patterns we’ve been seeing.
Me: it’s been a long time since we’ve had a race in a season like that because the past at least three seasons it’s
gone down to the last race and then prior to that there was a constructors battle to fight for until the last race. There
literally is essentially nothing important to play for in Abu Dhabi. Is that going to be different, I mean how is that
going to affect the cars?
Joe: I hope so, yeah. Certainly in the press corps we were discussing it, I mean first of all the press corps will be half
the size it was in Brazil because people just won’t go because the amount of money spent on travelling around the
world once the world championship’s done, a lot of these newspapers will not be sending people there so the
numbers will be down dramatically I would think and my aim certainly is to do as much work in advance as possible
and just have a nice enjoyable race meeting where I get to go out for dinner in the evenings as well. In Brazil I had
room service for three nights running after my night out with the Buttons.
Me: You could’ve been anywhere.
Joe: I could’ve been anywhere, exactly. I just went back to the hotel and ate room service.
Me: How does it work when you arrive in a new city and you know nothing about a place and you’ve got to find your
way around for the first time?
Joe: In the case of Abu Dhabi it’s easy because I’m getting a flight to Dubai which I know very well and I’ll just drive
down the road because it’s only an hour or so away so we’re not even flying into Abu Dhabi airport, we’re flying into
Dubai simply because it’s easier to get to and if you’re an Emirates card holder there are advantages in, as I said it
doesn’t seem obviously necessary to fly to Chicago on the way back from Brazil to England but there are reasons that
happens and its usually to do with air miles or cheapness of ticket and all this sort of thing. Emirates flies to Dubai
and Etihad flies to Abu Dhabi and I happen to have a gold card with Emirates. You play things as you find them. As to
what happens when we get there, I have a fairly good idea of, I can probably navigate you to the circuit already
because I’ve studied it sufficiently to know where it is and I can tell you where the circuit goes pretty much. We’ll go
and see what it looks like and check it out and see what the internet connections are like, the most important things
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of all these days. See if the hotels have windows, doors, you know, I think they’re still being built some of them. It’s
all a bit of a rush but I’ll go and see and marvel at the things they’ve created I mean they’ve created this artificial
harbour, they’ve got this wild looking hotel that goes over the track. Apparently the pit lane exit is going to be
spectacularly interesting in as much as they go into a tunnel through a very tight corner and pop out on the other
side of the track so I presume at some point or rather Kimi Raikkonen will drive in there hit the wall catch fire on one
of his pit stops, just quiet moment.
Me: After the last race I’d have put money on Heikki Kovalainen doing that after the race he had in Brazil.
Joe: He was trying to set fire to Kimi Raikkonen, actually.
Me: He caused chaos wherever he went!
Joe: I did hear a very funny story about that. Heikki went to see Kimi afterwards and said ‘sorry about the petrol’ and
Kimi said ‘oh it’s OK, it tasted alright.’
Me: Oh dear.
Joe: These are not normal human beings remember, these are racing driver, they’re bonkers which is part of their
charm. I think the first three laps of Brazil were pretty spectacular in terms of one event after another event after
another event, all of them sort of like dominoes falling over, one causing the next. Certainly Ross in Chicago said they
had some first time guests who’d never been to a Formula One race and there were things catching fire and hoses
going down the pit lane and cars smashing into each other and this that and the other and they were going ‘does this
happen every race?’ Even without accidents Formula One, and this is what we forget and people who’ve never been
to Formula One don’t understand, is the initial impact that when you see Formula One for the first time people just
go ‘a buh buh buh a buh what was that?’ They’ve never seen the violence of these cars, the acceleration, the
braking, the way they change direction, their ability to withstand accidents if there are accidents. They go home and
they talk about it for weeks afterwards because it’s just something so spectacular and I think if you watch it on TV
you don’t get anything like the spectacle you get if you actually go to the tracks. I think that’s an important point.
Me: I think if you tuned in on Saturday night you most certainly didn’t if that was your first experience of Formula
One but if you tuned in on Sunday you’d have a better idea.
Joe: You would but you still don’t get the idea of the speed of the cars. You just don’t get it because TV flattens, it’s a
bit like the first corner at Sao Paulo, it looks vaguely steep but just go try walking up it sometime, it’s really steep.
The back straight is quite downhill, you don’t see that either. There’s all kinds of things, TV very much is a great
flattener of landscapes and you really don’t see the drama of these places until you actually go there.
Me: Just jumping back to the incidents at the beginning, there was a bit of a fight between, what would you call it, a
confrontation between Trulli and Sutil.
Joe: No, it wasn’t a fight. That was Jarno Trulli was fined $10,000 for bad body language.
Me: Is that what it was? Oh dear.
Joe: I had a think about this afterwards and I think what happened is that Jarno frightened himself. I think he put
himself on the outside of Sutil, Sutil didn’t know he was there and I think Jarno was wildly optimistic. OK Sutil had,
Sutil was at that particular moment picking himself up after nearly running into Kimi Raikkonen who’d just been
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bashed by Mark Webber. There were chain reaction things going on so Sutil was slower than expected, Jarno tried to
go around the outside of him, completely ran out of road, ended up losing it and having a fairly big accident. I think
he frightened himself and I think that his reaction to Sutil was he was slightly frightened, a combination of the fact
that probably in his head he probably thought it might have been his fault and a large element of things are not right
in the world of Trulli at the moment, he doesn’t have a contract for next year, he’s trying very hard to make good
results for Toyota because obviously there’s some doubt as to whether the team will stay and there he was, he
qualified really well and it’d all gone horribly wrong and I think that was an explosion of all the different elements of
frustration. Sutil tends to be rather accident prone but, and often they’re of his own making, he’s very quick driver
but he keeps on doing daft things and having accidents that he could avoid having and he’s been in Formula One
now, this is his third year I think, he should be growing out of it by now. I also have another theory about him and
that is that although he is officially a German, the blood running through his veins is Uruguayan, because his father
was actually born Uruguayan, so there’s an element of the South American hot‐headedness in there somewhere.
Me: Someone who did a really good job by comparison was Mr Kobayashi.
Joe: Well yeah, I mean Jenson came in at the end and described Mr Kobayashi as completely crazy, I think were his
words, and Nakajima probably said similar words after having a wheel over wheel at 160 miles an hour and going
flying through the air. I think Kobayashi did a terrific job but I think that he needs to have a crash course in learning
how to drive Formula One cars. You can hurt yourself seriously in a Formula One car and changing lines in braking
areas and getting in the way of the other drivers, blocking, a lot of that happens in GP2 but Formula One, it doesn’t
happen like that so yes he did a terrific job, yes he’s clearly quick, I think he needs to learn to fit in a bit more but no I
was certainly impressed, I have to say I was particularly impressed by the fact that here he was on his Grand Prix
debut driving along and fighting with the world championship leader.
Me: We’re coming up to Dubai then, no we’re not. We’re coming up to Abu Dhabi.
Joe: Oh god, I’m glad to hear that because I was going to go to the wrong race track there for a minute.
Me: Don’t listen to anything I have to say, I’ll send you in the wrong direction. It’s a series of lasts for Formula One,
we’ve got the last race for Alonso at Renault, we’ve got the last race for Kimi at Ferrari, last race for BMW apparently
ever, and also it’s the last sighting of the inter technique fuel hose.
Joe: Sad. A great loss to mankind, I’m sure. Does it add to the spectacle of racing? Don’t know, we’ll have to see next
year. I think I’d like, prefer to see how people handle big fuel loads like we used to in the old days, big fuel loads and
trying to manage the tyres with the fuel and it’ll add different elements to it. I don’t like this, the fuel adjusted
qualifying, I think that’s absolutely absurd, always has been. I understand why it happens, because if you have the
fastest man with the lightest car all the cars are light and the fastest man on pole, it is logical that in the race the
fastest man will drive away and have a boring race so in order to soup up interest in the race they created these
qualifying sessions with different fuel loads and all the rest of it, but what that did was really wipe out the
significance of qualifying. Ayrton Senna’s record of pole positions, I don’t know who holds the record of pole
positions anymore, I don’t care because it’s irrelevant because Jarno Trulli took pole at Indianapolis in 2005 and he
had just enough fuel to go half a lap. That’s pointless, it’s so much better to have the guys going out there and really,
it’s a bit like Q2 now when everyone’s on light fuel to see who can really be the quickest, that’s much more
interesting to me than the fuel session.
Me: Do you think aside from the drivers who are changing teams that it’s going to be any drivers’ last race in
Formula One?
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Joe: Oh, there’s a few. I think it’ll be Fisichella’s last race, and not before time. I think it could be, I’m not so sure I
don’t think it will be Jarno’s last race, I think it could be Kazuki Nakajima’s last race, but Toyota may look after him. If
they don’t I doubt he’ll get employment anywhere else. Who else could it be the last race?
Me: Grosjean’s been seen spinning a lot, can you see Renault retaining him?
Joe: Not really, he hasn’t done anything that’s really, done anything really to impress frankly and I think that he came
in at a very difficult time, I think he was up against a very good team mate, the Renault team was never much good
at doing two cars and I think that often young drivers, when the odds are stacked against them their confidence is
battered and they very often go off the rails and I think there was a certain amount of that in his, I don’t know how
many accidents he had in Brazil, but obviously there was a level of desperation there. It didn’t seem to make much
difference because he ended up at the back.
Me: Talking very loosely actually of people who may never be seen again, Mr Simon Gillett today, looks like time has
completely ran out for him. I think just before we came on 5Live were quoting London bank sources as saying
Donington Park’s bond issue has failed.
Joe: Well that doesn’t surprise me but I mean, we’ll actually wait until the guys give up as opposed to you never
know. There might be some eccentric millionaire who wanders in and says ‘oh well I’ll pay for it then’ you never
know with these things. Until they’re down they’re still up is my view on the subject anyway. I’ve seen things over
the years and written them off and next thing you know they’re back again, I seem to remember once Max Mosley
didn’t look like he was going to survive for ten minutes but this is his last day in power.
Me: It is! It is his last day in power. Goodness me I hadn’t considered that because it’s Thursday today, tomorrow FIA
elections in Paris. Presumably when the vote is cast does the, I guess the winner step in to Max’s shoes immediately
or is there a changeover period?
Joe: I think that he will, Max will vacate his chair and Jean Todt, oops did I say that, will walk in and sit down on the
chair, there will be an instant hand over and then things will start to happen. To me that’s a more interesting point
as to what happens because the elections, on my blog I’ve had to explain in the last week, people keep complaining
about me not writing about the election and I’ve had to explain why and it’s a pointless exercise to write about the
election in which the electorate is not going to change its view because it’s there solely in pragmatic terms and
everybody has vested interests. The public have no say in who wins so what’s the point in even writing about
somebody accusing somebody of something else, it’s just denigrating a federation which is a worthy thing to do.
What Ari Vatanen has done and attack it and say ‘this is corrupt,’ it’s not corrupt it’s just basic politics. If you’re in a
club vested interests win the election, if somebody rings up somebody and says ‘well you know you really do want to
vote for Jean because you might lose your event’ that’s not a threat, you can dress it up and say it is a threat, it’s just
a statement of reality. Everybody’s going around promising everybody else the world at the moment. I wouldn’t be
surprised if there’s a bloke from Paraguay who probably thinks he is going to get a Grand Prix one day because one
of the candidates would have told him that. You can dress it up and make it into some drama if you want to and
there’s always internet sites willing to run any story about corruption at the FIA whatever. If that’s really what it’s
like we should stop and go and find another means of running the sport. My view is that the best politician will win,
power is the only thing that matters and what’s really important is who has the best, or rather not who has the best
policies because we’ll have to see who actually follows policies through but what happens after the election. The use
of the power is the important thing, not the gaining of it. Jean Todt’s put forward much more detailed policies of
what he’s going to do and he gets elected and if he gets elected, which I happen to think he will, it will be very
interesting to see if he follows through and if Ari Vatanen is elected we’ll see what he comes up with but at the end
of the day what we don’t want to do is knock down the FIA, they do a good job knocking themselves down already
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but we do need a federation with some credibility and artificial knocking of it, i.e. electioneering is not something
that is good for anybody.
Me: I agree. To a point it’s not something I particularly relish reading about because it’s not what I would argue the
average fan got into Formula One to learn and to deal with.
Joe: No, people don’t care and the other thing is actually explaining how it all works and explaining why. The number
of people who write in and say ‘go Ari, go!’ these sort of things, well yeah great, he sounds nice, there are some
good ideas there but you don’t get to elect him. Sorry. He is elected by a bunch of clubs. If you want to have some
influence on the election or non election of Ari Vatanen, you have to make sure that the person who represents your
country is somebody who is in the right camp. It’s just, I think the analogy I’ve used in the past is like a papal
election. A man on his knees in the church doesn’t get to elect the pope, it’s done by cardinals and there’s any
number of different reasons that they’re doing things, it’s just not like a normal election. If it was like a normal
election then the voice of the people was not being heard people, then yes I’d get up on my soap box and start
throwing things. It’s not so there’s no point in being on the soap box.
Me: Good stuff. Do you think anything will change? Will it be a quiet change or will there be announcement after
announcement and things moving very quickly?
Joe: No I think it will be slower kind of movement, I think we’ll have a bunch of, there will be some appointments I’m
sure in a month or two and I think there’ll be a number of re‐evaluations of some of the structures of the FIA as to
whether or not they need changing. Things like the International Court of Appeal can it be better? We are going to
see commissioners being appointed for the world championships if Jean Todt wins and I think that’s a terrific idea, in
fact I recommended that in a column about two years ago, I’m not suggesting that Jean Todt read the column and
thought ‘brilliant idea’ but it was something that I felt was an absolutely good idea, FIA presidents have got lots of
things they need to worry about, different things, and they don’t really need to be hands on, it’s better to be hands
off and have somebody representing them and doing all the stuff and knowing all the little details and being able to
talk to everybody and so I think you know, the idea of having a commissioner who is the final say in all these matters
and it works very well in baseball for example, it works very well in a lot of sports and that’s why I sort of said this, is
to me you ring fence the sport if you like, so you get less external influence and the one man who is responsible for it
is on a contract and at the end of the contract if it’s deemed that he’s done a good job he’s kept on, if not he gets
thrown out. That’s the way to run a sport, it’s also the way to run a good racing team and Jean Todt knows this
because that’s exactly the system he employed when he was at Peugeot. He basically went to the board and said ‘I
don’t want any interfering with what I do, you hire me for a period of time, I’ll deliver the goods and don’t come in
and tell me I have to hire or whatever, I’ll get on and do it my way,’ and that’s how to work with manufacturers
because otherwise you end up in situations, like the ford motor company is a classic example of how not to do
Formula One. They had different factions fighting each other. They never got the hang of the idea of ring fencing it or
giving it to one man and just letting him get on with it. It’ll be interesting to see who the commissioner of Formula
One is. This is one of the joys ahead.
Me: Stuff to look forward to. That’s tomorrow, and then what does the rest of the week have in store for you? When
do you head of?
Joe: I think the weekend’s after that isn’t it?
Me: What does next week have in store for you?
Joe: I haven’t the faintest idea.
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Me: When are you heading to Dubai?
Joe: I’m going to be off to Dubai I think it’s Wednesday, the first couple of days of the week I expect I shall be writing
as I normally am, just probably catching up on the elections and whatever.
Me: And when the race is done on Sunday do you come home? Do you take a holiday?
Joe: No I come home because I have this may sound ridiculous but I flew to Sao Paulo with my, in my suitcase was a
large amount of post that’s just never been opened with the intention of opening it all, and I flew back again with
most of it unopened. This is what happens so the winter time is time of having a deep breath. The winter is
amazingly short, it doesn’t seem like it, it might seem like a long haul through to Christmas, it’s two months but by
the time you’ve done that there’s the business, Motorsport Business Forum which comes up in December, I think I
shall go to the American one of those this year.
Me: Can we impose on you to come back some time after Abu Dhabi, have a chat with us?
Joe: Oh yes, sure.
Me: Oh good.
Joe: Sure.
Me: Thank you. You won’t forget us in the winter?
Joe: Not a problem, no no no, I mean at some point or rather it might be an idea to send me an email or whatever.
Me: We’ll just phone you up, just on the off chance. Have a good time in Abu Dhabi, hope that you have a relaxing
weekend. With any luck it will be a great end of season send off, it’ll be as spectacular as it promises to be and we’ll
catch up with you as and when you’re free.
Joe: OK that’ll be great.
Me: Thank you again as ever Joe.
Joe: Alright, bye.
Transcript by Amy.
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