An Aside With Joe – Guardians of a Tradition
Me: Welcome to an Aside with Joe – Guardians of a Tradition. I got told off after the last show from some new
people who’d just tuned in to this Aside with Joe series of podcasts, they weren’t entirely sure who Joe was and I
promised to give him a proper introduction this week, an introduction that he duly deserves so hopefully Joe can
correct me. I’ve got some facts and I’m sure Joe will correct me if they’re in any way incorrect. Joe you joined
Autosport in 1984.
Joe: Yes that’s right.
Me: You started reporting on F1 in ‘88.
Joe: Correct, full time that was, I did a little bit before.
Me: You’ve not missed a single Formula One race since 1988.
Joe: That’s very true, sad but true.
Me: That’s an awesome statistic. You are the author of the wonderful book the Grand Prix Saboteurs.
Joe: I am yes.
Me: For which you were given an award, the Renault UK Author of the Year award by the Guild of Motorsport
Writers.
Joe: Very nice of them I have to say.
Me: You have your blog and you write for GP+ magazine which this week is celebrating its 50th edition.
Joe: And incidentally it was an award winning magazine in its own right too.
Me: Oh it was, ok.
Joe: That won a different, I had a great day one day when I won two awards at the Guild of Motoring Writers, David
Tremayne and I won one for Grand Prix+ and I won one for the book so it was a good day out.
Me: And you talk about that in this week’s edition of GP+.
Joe: We do we’re very self indulgent this one, saying what fun we’ve had doing it, but there we are, it’s all part of it.
Me: And Joe writes, you actually write more than I can physically read at the moment.
Joe: And you can’t read the stuff I write in other languages either can you?
Me: There’s more, there’s more. It’s unbelievable the amount of stuff you put out is mindboggling it really is. How do
you do it?
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Joe: It boggles my mind too believe me.
Me: I woke up this morning, just to give people a rough impression, I woke up this morning, there’s four blog posts
written on your blog since I went to bed last night and I didn’t go to bed very early.
Joe: I think there were probably two posts on grandprix.com as well I can’t remember, it all sort of blurs into one
after a while.
Me: Fastest fingers in Formula One?
Joe: No actually I’m sure there are people who are faster. There is Mark Hughes at Autosport who has a very prolific
output, types with one finger and I’ve never seen anybody who can do that like he does, I’m in awe. We are a bit one
finger typers all of us in Formula One, there aren’t many trained journalists but he is spectacularly fast with just the
one finger. I use about three.
Me: That sounds like a decent intro. We’ll try and give you one each week if anyone new tunes in they do know who
we’re talking to and why we’re talking to you. Where are you now, you’re in Singapore?
Joe: Sound idea. I’m in Singapore at the moment, yes.
Me: How was the Singapore Grand Prix and how are they treating you?
Joe: I’m having a lovely time. One of the interesting things about Singapore I don’t know if it’s interesting exactly, but
we work on this very strange back to front time table where the race is at night, I mean I left the press room
yesterday morning at 7 o’clock in the morning and went to bed and that’s what being in Singapore is like. Today we
were just discussing where we would have dinner this evening and this is a group of about four different Formula
One journalists who have stayed behind for the next few days before we go off to the next place in Japan and we all
said exactly the same thing which is well actually we don’t know anywhere in Singapore because we’re always at the
race track at the hours you would normally be out eating in restaurants so we’d actually never been out to
restaurants in Singapore so it’s quite funny, it’s a strange sort of back to front world we live in that I’m not quite sure
how it works for the tourism authorities but there you go.
Me: What was the decision to stay in Singapore and not move straight on to Suzuka immediately after the race?
Joe: Because I think that normally we tended to go and stay in Tokyo but we’ve all done Tokyo lots of times now and
Singapore we’ve all come to two Grand Prixs and we don’t know where to have dinner so certainly my point of view
is let’s see if we can learn a bit more about this place because it’s quite nice so that’s what I’ve been doing. In actual
fact I haven’t really because I haven’t got out much but hopefully that’s what I will do a little bit more tomorrow and
that sort of thing so I don’t know people if you travel a lot you like to go and see stuff but sometimes in Grand Prix
racing when you’re travelling you don’t actually see very much because you see the airport, the hotel and the race
track but that’s about it so every so often you think well actually I need to see a bit more of this place because that’s
part of the reason I’m here. That’s basically it, it’s just we’ve got three days to kill it’s a nice place to look around and
see.
Me: Aside from the weird time zones and messing up your body clock how did you find the Suzuka weekend in terms
of race action?
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Joe: The Singapore weekend? Well they have a bit of a problem I think in as much as the race track design is not
conducive to any over taking at all so there wasn’t any more overtaking this year than there was last year which is
rather sad there were lots of cases in the race if you watched of drivers who were clearly in faster cars than the one
in front of them but they just couldn’t do anything about it. I think there’s a bit of a problem there, often it happens
with street circuits that you can’t find ways to overtake but you would think that with the modern generation it
would be a little easier but thus far they haven’t quite tweaked it. We’ll have to see if there can be any changes can
be made between now and next year to see if they can open up a little bit more possibility for overtaking because
we’re going to need it next year because we don’t have refuelling.
Me: Do you think there’s a danger, there was talk I believe on your blog yesterday about Panama wanting a street
circuit. Is there a danger of having too many street circuits and not enough race tracks?
Joe: Well that’s an interesting argument. It’s lovely to have the big old fashioned fast racing circuits but if they’re too
far away from anything people don’t go there and therefore they’re not really sustainable. We saw for example,
Austria. Lovely racing circuit, I mean they did ruin it later on by shortening it a little bit but it was a terrific racing
circuit but nobody would ever get there or when they got there, there was nowhere to stay so it was limited to the
number of people that it could take and as a result of that, in terms of what people get back from the investment
that is necessary to hold a Grand Prix, it just didn’t make any sense. That’s a sort of downside of going out into the
country and we’ve seen recent years Magny Cours, it’s the same kind of thing. So logical, logically rather it’s a good
idea to take the racing to the people rather than trying to get the people to go to the racing and what you really
want to do is have situations probably like I think Melbourne’s a good example of where you have a parkland circuit
within a urban area and the resulting facility actually does allow some overtaking so it’s really down to, I mean
people say it’s the fault of the cars. I tend to work on the principle it’s a combination of the cars and the circuits
together. Some circuits there’s overtaking some there isn’t, you can’t just blame the cars and say you’ve got to
change the cars. They’ve tried changing the cars a hundred times and it hasn’t made any real difference in the
overall scheme of things from an overtaking point of view. I think you need to change the circuits as well but of
course when you get to changing the circuits that costs money and they’re spending all their money on their fees to
hold the races and can’t afford to make big alterations so it’s sort of round and round we go. Here there’s a certain
element of space problem obviously because the race track goes hurtling between buildings and you can’t just sort
of have extra space just like that. I think there’s another generation of racing circuits we haven’t seen yet which will
be coming on song in the next couple of years where they’re actually building street circuits from scratch i.e. they’re
building a circuit and then building a town around the circuit.
Me: Good lord.
Joe: That’s happening in Abu Dhabi and that’s the latest iteration of what is the clever way of doing it and I think
probably if you’ve got the money that would be the way to do it. Unfortunately not a lot of people have got the
money to go and build a town but the Koreans clearly have and good for them so you know, we’ll see how it goes I
mean Monte Carlo can go on surviving because it’s a very special race but not all races are Monte Carlo so it is
something that needs to be looked at fairly closely to try and figure out what to do in the future.
Me: There were rumours this week that and they may or may not be true there were rumours that Spa was facing
some trouble from local residents complaining about the noise. Have you heard anything about that?
Joe: Yeah there’s been a bit of kerfuffle shall we say. It seems like some kind of a political game that’s going on
there, often this is the way. People use things to hit at politicians and I get the distinct impression this is something
like that. They’d have to be stark raving bonkers to get rid of Spa because generating income in the region, Spa is the
biggest thing they’ve got ‘cause otherwise why on earth would you go to Liege? And I know because I spent two days
in Liege earlier this summer and after you’ve been around the town once it’s pretty dull. They have a nice train
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station they’re building but train stations aren’t that exciting but there is a new TGV terminus that looks like some of
those big fancy buildings in Valencia but Liege is not Monte Carlo so if they want people to go there and spend their
money which is the purpose of all these Grand Prixs really, they want people to visit, they have to have things people
want to see and the only thing people want to see up there is Spa Racing Circuit so if a couple of people are
complaining about noise and they’re allowed to dictate to the rest of the world well the region only has itself to
blame.
Me: Can you not see a similar thing happening to Abu Dhabi in the future though if they’re building houses so close
or around a street circuit that someday somebody might pipe up and say ‘actually that’s a bit noisy outside my
window?
Joe: Well if you have a government that rolls over, let’s face it, in the Middle East you don’t have governments like
that, people do what they’re told or else they get into trouble. If you have governments that are so busy being nice
to every minority that they do things like that they deserve what they get really, I mean this is getting vaguely
political which is not really my thing but political correctness sometimes is just daft. If you buy a house next to a
racing circuit you expect to have noise that’s the way I look at it and the Spa Racing Circuit has been there since 1925
and if you do your sums you’ll find that anyone who could have bought a house and still been around nowadays
amounts to about zero so I think that it’s a very silly argument and tough, sell the house.
Me: Good stuff, back to the racing. Red Bull basically threw their chances away in Singapore didn’t they? There’s no
hope for anyone but Brawn to achieve anything this year in terms of championship potential surely?
Joe: Remember that a couple of years ago Lewis Hamilton was going off to the end of the championship looking like
he couldn’t be beaten and he was beaten, you just never know. There’s no such thing as a dead certain in Formula
One that’s for sure, and I think we need to wait and see a little bit you know we might have a weekend next
weekend when at Suzuka which is good old flat out race track, a proper kind of race track, I think the Red Bulls will
be very strong there. I think the Red Bulls will be very strong also in Sao Paulo, that’s more difficult to say, we just
don’t know at the moment and there are other things too, points being taken away by other people getting better, I
mean Lewis Hamilton’s winning races has had an effect on the amount of points Brawn can’t just, you know, before
they could finish second and third and add to the points score. Now with other teams doing well they can’t do that
so you might have if you have Red Bull winning and Brawn finishing ninth and tenth you can close gaps pretty quick
like that. The result we had this weekend was rather bizarre because there were a lot of people throwing things
away, no question about it. Nico Rosberg, absolutely ridiculous. Williams’ first decent opportunity for ages and he
just lobbed it straight into the bin. I can only imagine what Patrick Head said when that happened but there weren’t
any microphones nearby. Actually you probably wouldn’t have needed microphones ‘cause he would have been
shouting rather loudly because he likes to get excited. We actually sat up in the press room and imagined what
Patrick was saying in that particular moment when Nico went flying off coming out of the pits. It was just sort of ‘oh
no, why on earth?’ I am sure that Nico woke up in the middle of the night sweating going ‘oh my God, did I really do
that?’
Me: Do you think it’s affected his standing in the future driver market with making silly errors like that because
there’s been a lot of talk, I believe Brawn are interested in his services, do you think they will maybe think twice
now?
Joe: No I think he’s signed, sealed, delivered there already. He’s a pretty boy, he’s German, well he’s Germano‐Finn
or Finno‐German I don’t know, whatever the right word is for Finnish. I think he fits the bill, he’s pretty quick, he will
go very nicely in what the future Brawn planning is which is basically a Mercedes Benz team or at least a Mercedes
Benz dominated team shall we say. I think it’s a done deal myself, but again in the finest traditions of Formula One
until they announce it you’re not 100% sure so we just have to wait and see if that’s actually what’s going to happen.
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Me: You had a pretty good guess on your blog, it must have been yesterday, about who’s going where.
Joe: Guess? Outrage! Outrage!
Me: There was a lot of question marks, there were some unknowns there, let’s put it that way, you had a pretty
good shot in the dark as to who’s going where. Interestingly you have Rubens Barrichello and Nico Hülkenburg at
Williams but no question marks beside either.
Joe: No that’s because that’s what’s going to happen and I am quite confident in that. There was a period in which
Robert Kubica was looking quite good at Williams but my feeling is that Rubens is definitely going to be there. I’ll be
happy to be proved wrong but I’m not sure I am in this particular case.
Me: We had a question I’m just trying to find it now, hold on because I’ve lost it, oh yeah we had a question in the
comments from Jon, he said ‘how do you rate Nico Hülkenburg?’
Joe: I don’t know. I’ve only really had the chance to see him in GP2, I haven’t seen doing any Formula 3 yet. He
comes with a good sound record but often with these guys you don’t really, you can’t really say how good they are
until you see them in Formula One cars. I know he’s made a few mistakes in Formula One testing I think two years
running he was given the new car by Williams and crashed it in each test. He seems to be maturing nicely, he did a
very nice job in GP2 this year. The only thing I’d say about him is he always seems to have had the best equipment
which sometimes can count against a driver because you go all the way with the best equipment, get into Formula
One and it’s not, you know, it’s a lot harder than it was when you were getting all the good stuff so I don’t know,
we’ll have to see. My feeling is he’s quite youthful that’s for sure.
Me: The last name to bring up which is on your blog post about driver positions and movement, Bruno Senna is
mentioned a couple of times do you think he’s going to make it into Formula One next year? There was rumours he
was going to make it this year and nothing happened and he’s had a quiet year in retrospect.
Joe: Well I think he’s a logical choice because he’ll get a lot of exposure. Somebody said to me the other day had I
realised we could be looking at Team Lotus with Senna and Nakajima. It was déjà vu all over again as Nigel Mansell
would say and it was quite amusing, you know, I hadn’t even considered that one but you know, you have, he’s
definitely out there somewhere. He’s a fairly decent racer we don’t know how in Formula One terms we don’t know
how good he is. He’s obviously not his uncle but he did a very decent job in GP2 so I think people are willing to give
young drivers like that the benefit of the doubt to start with if only because of the family name is, he’s done a decent
job and he’s got a good name, you can sell the name Senna to sponsors in Brazil without too much difficulty and I
think Senna will certainly help that if there are teams looking for money which is basically I think why I included him.
He’s also talking himself about being close to a couple of deals I can’t imagine it’s with any of the major league
biggest outfit teams. One has to assume it’s with some of the new ones
Me: Since we last spoke the FIA heard their Renault case and at the end of it managed to shoehorn the 2010
calendar or a version of the 2010 calendar into the press release. There’s a lot of races on there as you pointed out I
think there’s something like four races in five weekends to kick off the year, that’s a bit crazy isn’t it?
Joe: Well first of all I don’t think that will be the final calendar. I think that this is a sort of, it’s a kind of negotiation
process that goes on with these calendars. I think this is the sort of ‘ok this is what I want you to do’ now if you look
at it there’s one particular area where there’s obviously trouble which is from Monte Carlo to Turkey one week later
and then off to Canada and instantly the teams are saying it’s not possible to do that, well it’s possible to do the leg
down to Turkey from Monte Carlo you know you pack up on the Sunday night, set off, drive down through Italy,
©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006‐2008. All rights reserved.

An Aside With Joe – Guardians of a Tradition

5

down the east coast of Italy to Brindisi and you get the ferry across to Greece and you drive through Greece and
you’ll be in Istanbul, if you have two drivers sharing the route it will be sort of some time on Tuesday so that’s
doable. The problem which some of the teams were saying is that after that getting the equipment back from
Istanbul to England, turned around and flown out to Canada is an impossibility. That may be true because they don’t
get much time, they’ve got to, they could probably get the cars back and just ship them straight out to America but
there wouldn’t be any time to change any bits you’re allowed to change, do any development work whatever, so it’s
all very very tight and it’s probably too tight for comfort but the argument is that probably after the last couple of
years which have been fairly disastrous for the Turkish Grand Prix, nobody really wants to go there. There are
contracts that are supposed to be honoured, it’s just a matter of who’s going to break the contract first. Bernie
would like for the teams to be seen to be the ones who don’t like it and don’t want to go there, he doesn’t’ want to
be seen to be the one that axes it but I think there’s an element of that going on at the same time so the other thing
to bear in mind by the way is that at least two of the races the money isn’t sorted out yet. We have the Canadians
haven’t had the government say definitely yes they’re going to pay for it and the Germans last I heard were still
negotiating to try and get that sorted out from their point of view with not government but local government
money, so it’s all with 11 flyaways and you know even if they drop one of those it’s still going to be an enormous
amount. It’s going to be one, a very expensive calendar and two, a very labour intensive one as well because it starts
in March and runs all the way through into November, mid November so it will be a lot longer than calendars we’ve
had in recent years and a lot tougher from a human point of view and these are things if you don’t go to all the races
you don’t really care about the people who do but if you’re actually doing this stuff week to week there’s a massive
amount of human damage in terms of families, health even you just keep on going to new places week after week
after week and always on the move wears people out. In order to fit in calendars like that you’ll have to start looking
at two race teams rather than one which pushes up the cost so its swings and roundabouts really, we’ll have to see
what the actual outcome of it all is but I can imagine the teams will be complaining a little bit about that but then
again priority of the Formula One Group is to pile as much money as possible into the pockets of the financiers
behind it. They don’t really care about whether or not people fall over and drop dead or get divorced. That’s the
bottom line, they don’t care. They’re alright Jack and that’s what matters so I think there’ll be some kind of
compromise at the end of the day.
Me: You were talking, you mentioned earlier this week that logically the best place to live for a journalist following
Formula One nowadays is to move to Dubai. Is that a realistic proposition for someone like yourself?
Joe: Not really, I don’t want to live in Dubai. Logically in terms of the finances involved and the travelling that has
become the sensible place to go. You certainly don’t want to be in Dubai in the middle of the summer where its
perpetually 500 degrees and tarmac melts on a regular basis. It’s all about quality of life really and families and
schools and all kinds of things you know, that don’t really matter to the Formula One folk in general but that was a
sort of working it out from a financial view point that was probably the best place to be.
Me: You also added to your blog this week a great post on the cost of journalism. You’ve been asking people to
contribute what they think your journalism is worth so firstly to mention that if anyone is listening to these shows
and has enjoyed these shows to go to joesaward.wordpress.com, leave a donation for you because I genuinely,
we’re very grateful you make these conversations and join us for these podcasts so we would encourage people to
contribute but how’s that been going, have you got a good response to that so far?
Joe: I’ve been quite surprised actually I mean some people have been extraordinarily generous, much more than I
would think. You get people who leave you, you know, basically anyone who leaves me anything I think is nice. I do it
because I like doing it, I do it because I like the sport, but it is a very expensive business. I don’t like it when people
who abuse me for having opinions that are different to theirs, I tend to get a bit uppity with that. It’s nice that
people feel they want to donate anything I’ve had several people donating £100 each which I thought was
astonishing.
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Me: Blimey.
Joe: I was really taken aback by that, I was delighted. It was very nice of them but I didn’t expect it. It’s nice to feel
wanted I suppose and sometimes as Formula One journalists you just get so much criticism of what you do because
people have strong opinions and people involved have vested interests and you spend your life being battered and
its nice occasionally just to have somebody sort of say ‘well actually we think you’re worth it’ so from my point of
view it’s been absolutely delightful and I’m not going to get rich on it but every little helps so it’s still going on every
day there’s somebody leaves a bit more or whatever but I’m not retiring just yet.
Me: Hahaha.
Joe: Sadly, but every little helps so if you like what I do, reward me for it, I should be smart enough to be able to run
businesses that make money but I’m not so there you go.
Me: Well you are running GP+ and that seems to be going very well because as we said at the beginning of the show,
50th edition and a bargain at 25 pounds for all 50 issues.
Joe: Well I think so, I think it’s a great bargain. We’re increasing the readership all the time it’s nice to see people
coming along and if you’ve read the article about the 50 editions you know that we actually we love it, we do it
because of the passion for doing it not so much for the huge sums of money that we’ll be making out of it. It’s really
about telling people about our sport and why we love it and writing as I think David wrote at one point or said in the
article we don’t really plan in advance for what we’re doing, we just do it based on what we feel like doing at that
particular weekend so we’re a bit disorganised if you like but you know it means you have a range of interesting
articles. I’m actually at the moment working on an article about Francesco Baracca who I’m sure you’ll all have heard
of.
Me: Nope
Joe: Oh ok well Francesco Baracca was an Italian fighter pilot in World War I and he was their ace of aces and he shot
down 34 German or Austrian planes and then he got killed but his major claim to fame was his aeroplane featured
the prancing horse on the side and Enzo Ferrari after Barracca's death took over the prancing horse because of
Barraca's achievements as a fighter pilot and he decided that would suit the emblem that he would like for his team
in memory of Baracca and it’s a nice story about the fighter pilot and what has become of the prancing horse logo.
It’s quite an interesting story, it’s very unlike, I mean the thing that I like about Grand Prix+ is that because we own it
and run it we can do bizarre things that normal magazines would never do, we write articles about the 1920s,
nobody writes articles about the 1920s, I don’t know why, I think they should. Generally speaking they just don’t do
it because they think the audience is only interested in Michael Schumacher’s inside leg measurement. My view of
that is people can learn a great deal and they’ll find it fascinating, there’s these whole ages of motor racing that they
don’t know about and we certainly enjoy doing it. It’s just sharing the passion really it’s just passing on the torch if
you like to new generations and so that people know a little bit more about something. It’s quite easy to learn about
the modern racing it’s very much harder to learn a great deal about history and that sort of stuff so we like to do
that.
Me: That’s wonderful and you’ve actually answered a question we had from Lukeh on that subject but he also
wanted to add congratulations on 50 and he’s hoping for a further 50 more and he wonders did you envisage the
longevity of doing this or in your mind when you first set it up was it 10 issues? Were you grateful to get to the first
one? Or were you thinking easily 200?
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Joe: No, well if you read the article we’ve written about the first 50 it started with a thing we called issue 00 which
was a sort of a dummy issue that was never going to be published, it was to see if we could do it and it was never
finished and we actually went into the issue number 1 having never actually finished an issue before because it was
actually quite hard to do and we ran out of time so that was a bit of an adventure. To start with it was very hand to
mouth but I think we were looking at if you think back, you wouldn’t know this, but in 1950 Autosport started. It was
a paper magazine and they used to walk up and down the traffic jams at Silverstone and sell them to the people
coming in and that was how Autosport started and became the bible if you like of motorsport journalism and if you
want to know where things are there it was. Now times have moved on and we have an electronic age now and
there is a potential we felt for something like that and so we invented it. Whether it will become the electronic
Autosport of the future I don’t know but that’s what we’re trying to do and I’d like to think that we can sell as many
if not more than Autosport sells every week or in our particular case every effectively every two weeks because
we’re dealing with the races only so it’s very much I suppose in a way about 25 years ago there was a magazine
called Grand Prix International and I suppose that’s our sort of spiritual, I wouldn’t say spiritual home, that was our
sort of forefather in magazine terms which is lots of pretty pictures and interesting articles and Autosport's a bit
more sort of the week to week and including the sort of national stuff, we’re very much Grand Prix racing related
and everything else we tend to leave to them but it’ll be interesting to see how it goes. You know we haven’t made
fortunes out of it and we work very hard to do it so somewhere along the way you get to a point where you say
‘have I really got the energy to do this.’ At the moment we have the energy to do it, we like doing it and we intend to
keep on doing it. Obviously it helps the more people that sign up, the merrier we are.
Me: There will be links in the show notes to both GP+ and the blog to anybody who is interested and hasn’t already
signed up or does wish to donate. You were spotted on television this weekend.
Joe: Oh was I?
Me: Yeah, Dutch TV somebody spotted you.
Joe: What was I doing? Did I have my clothes on?
Me: Apparently you were on Dutch television talking to, talking about Flav.
Joe: Oh yes I was on Dutch television, they interviewed me about something. I’d forgotten about that.
Me: Leading on from that, Nick had a question. You mentioned on your blog you were talking to Eddie Jordan and
the BBC crew you sat down and had a nice meal and a chat and a catch‐up with those guys. Have you ever
considered moving from writing into television and working as a TV pundit?
Joe: Yeah, you can always consider these things, it’s not really up to you when it comes to television because it’s
what they want. I’ve found over the years that people who, how do I phrase this without upsetting anybody,
Television presenters are, there are two kinds of television presenters. One are the naturals who are professional
television people and they are the Steve Riders of the world, the Jim Rosenthals. These guys who are just very very
cool and very good at what they do and they’re always employed. They are surrounded by people who are the
experts if you like, some of them are good at it some of them are not so good at it but what is fascinating is, for me
anyway, is the ruthlessness that exists trying to get those jobs. It’s really to do I think with wanting recognition or
something but unless you get paid a great deal of money being on television it sounds great but the disruption
element in your life is phenomenal. In terms of dear old Murray Walker couldn’t go shopping after a few years
simply because he was so famous that wherever he went he would be mobbed by people and that can get very dull
and if you don’t need that kind of motivation sometimes television is not something you want to get involved with. I
don’t think I would be bad at it, you know people will say ‘well yes Joe's got a face for radio.’ I mean who knows, it
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doesn’t matter because nobodies actually asked me. Would I do it if the BBC came along the answer is yes I probably
would it would be great fun but are they going to? Probably not. Am I going to fight for it in the way that some
people would fight for it? Answer no I’m not because I think there’s more to life than that but it’s an interesting idea.
I love the concept of being able to talk and at the end of it to have finished your work. The idea of going home at the
end of a race having done your work already is fascinating to me because when you leave the press room at 7 o’clock
in the morning as I did yesterday you get a bit jealous of the TV types sometimes.
Me: Good answer, I like that but you had a good time catching up with the guys from BBC?
Joe: Well yeah I mean I’ve, the main producer was the producer back in the early 1990s as well so I funnily enough I
used to work for the BBC at various points along the way. I shuffled papers at one point early in my career in London
for the BBC but I ended up doing a rather strange job which was great fun which was in the sort of late 80s early 90s
the BBC was covering the sport before ITV came in but they were a bit short on budget usually and so they didn’t
send their commentary teams to all the races. So Murray Walker and James Hunt at the time used to have to get up
at very strange hours of the morning and go into BBC in Wood Lane in London and commentate from pictures and in
order to do that they needed more information than they could get on the pictures and so there was a thing called a
ghost commentator who was wherever the race was and told them what was happening and effectively what to say
and I used to do that for probably five or six years. I was ghost commentating for Murray and James which was great
fun. I’d sit there on the other side of the world and I’d tell the producer what to say and the guy I’d speak down the
phone to was Mark Wilkin the producer nowadays. He’s always a great racing fan and it was just nice to hang out
with Eddie who, I’ve known Eddie since the very first days in motor racing and you know we have busy lives and we
don’t always see each other and we just sat down and drank a lot of wine and had good fun remembering some of
the ridiculous things we’ve done over the years and there have been quite a lot of those. It was just a nice sort of
motor racing, I think I wrote and called it the fellowship of motor racing and that’s really what it’s about. It’s not
about making money and having fancy boats which is what some people think. It’s about enjoying what you do and
sharing the experience of great motor racing.
Me: Good stuff that’s a great story, I had no idea about the ghost commentator. Sort of related to that, we did have
another question from Kathi. Mike Doodson used to be in the box with Murray I believe a long time ago, he was the
guy...
Joe: Used to be in the box with me too.
Me: Did he?
Joe: When I was doing the ghost commentating he would be there doing the lap chart which he would normally do
with Murray and James when they were there.
Me: I see.
Joe: So yeah, he was always with me as well but he was still doing the lap chart but it was for a different purpose.
Me: Kathi asked he hasn’t done many of his Hack Looks Back on Grand Prix+. Is he still doing those or has he gone
AWOL for a while?
Joe: On grandprix.com.
Me: Sorry grandprix.com, get it right.
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Joe: It gets complicated doesn’t it? Michael is sort of in semi‐retirement now and he’s living some of the time in
England and some of the time in Menorca in Spain or an island off the coast of Spain and he’s coming to only a few
races every year. Yes he’s done I think he’s done maybe eight or nine columns this year and they sort of turn up
when they turn up and I don’t make a fuss about it, you know, see what happens. I have no idea maybe there’ll be
one this week, maybe there won’t, that’s the way I look at it. I’m very easy. I know they’re very popular because he
has endless stories to tell about the adventures he’s had because he started motor racing in goodness me, he started
Grand Prix reporting in the late 60s and had endless numbers of adventures and met some fascinating people. I
don’t know if you saw it but he wrote one recently which I thought was absolutely brilliant about his adventures with
the Columbian called Ricardo Londono.
Me: I did yes.
Joe: I don’t know exactly what he did but he ended up being gunned down about two months ago in Columbia with
his body guards being gunned down with him, so one presumes it wasn’t entirely legal, some of the things he did
over the years but Mike knew him and spent a lot of time with him and had some very funny stories to tell about his
adventures meeting members of the Median Cartel and things like that. You know, that’s the sort of stuff which is I
think is priceless and I just leave it up to Mike to do what he wants to do and he generally does. He’s still pretty
much on the pace though, he wrote one, I think it was in Budapest, where he said he was talking about Nelson
Piquet and he said that as he understood it the Piquet name would be figuring strongly in the newspapers in the
months ahead and he wasn’t wrong on that one.
Me: Nope not at all. Good stuff, ok, I think that’s covered pretty much all the questions we’ve had for you this week.
Where do you head now, so you’re leaving Singapore and going to Suzuka which day?
Joe: Actually on, well it’s one of these funny things where you have to go in the middle of the night to make the
timings all work. I’m actually leaving at 10 minutes past 12 on Thursday morning and will arrive in Japan sort of
breakfast time in Japanese time so I’ll be there down at Suzuka Thursday getting ready for the next race and then off
we go after that back to Europe and then turn around and disappear off to Brazil next week.
Me: And do you think, can you see a world champion being crowned in Suzuka or will we go to Brazil before that
happens?
Joe: That’s a very good question. I think given the season we’ve had so far I’d be surprised if it was done that quickly
but there’s one thing I’ve learned this year and that is you can’t predict anything this year can you? You’ve had
Force Indias looking good for example, it just depends on the track, the temperature, the way the tyres on a
particular car work.
Me: It’s a hell of a season.
Joe: Yeah it is, it’s a fascinating season, I think it’s a terrifically good season for the sport apart from one or two slight
problems along the way. You know, I think Formula One would be well served to try to avoid anymore scandals I
think we’ve done enough of that for a while. I think we need to concentrate on the racing cars and I think when
Formula One does that it does it very very well. A little bit more of that a little bit less of the endless scandals I don’t
for example, I cannot get my head around why Fernando Alonso felt the need on the Sunday after the race to
dedicate his third place to Flavio Briatore given that we’d just thrown this bloke out of the sport for bringing it into
disrepute or whatever and to actually bring him up, yes they’re mates and they go back a long way but I’m not sure
it’s wise in the overall scheme of things because in effect you’re saying ‘I’m dedicating this to you’ means I’m
supporting you. I just find that astonishing, for a world champion to have done such a thing. People have different
aims and different views of the sport and then sometimes they, I don’t understand it. I think we should make the
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sport more acceptable to people, make it more open so that more people actually get involved and trying to avoid
deliberately crashing cars, controversy, sexual deviancy, praising autocratic dictators of years gone by and all the
other daft things which Formula One has gone through in recent years it’s really not smart. I think a little bit of
central guidance perhaps might be an idea. It’ll be interesting to see if the FIA has anything to say about Alonso’s
remarks because he was almost under investigation himself in the same case, he wasn’t exactly but a lot of people in
the Formula One world did not really believe that he could have gone around the Singapore Grand Prix in 2008
without knowing what was going on with the strange strategy of Piquet crashing the car but the FIA said ‘ok we
accept he had nothing to do with it’ but then to come at the end of the race and to dedicate it all to Flavio was a
most bizarre thing to do. But there we are, characters in Formula One are as I think I wrote somewhere, that’s what
makes it interesting, it’s the people. We are all very different, we have some very strange people among us I don’t
claim not to be myself. That’s one of the reasons its fascinating but I think sometimes we do need to work together
to achieve better results and I think sometimes that’s forgotten about because of all the various other things going
on, money, power, etcetera, they look on Formula One as being a place for making fortunes it is if you’re smart, you
can make fortunes but the motivation should not be that. We are if you like guardians of a tradition and something
that we are going to pass on from one generation to the next and we shouldn’t just sit there and rape it, we should
handle it with care and I think this particular generation hasn’t handled it with great care.
Me: And to leave with your own parting shot from GP+ this week Renault F1 Team ‐ Fragile, handle with care.
Joe: Yeah well I mean that was a photograph that Peter Nygaard took which seemed to sum up the situation, I think
that the Renault F1 team is actually pretty safe. I think they did all the right things in the scandal and there’s a lot of
value in what Formula One has done and can do for Renault. I think they’ve taken their, they’ve taken a lot of pain
which they didn’t deserve to have, they didn’t chose to take the risks that were taken in their name, I think that they
were feeling a little bit fragile all weekend not least at the start of practice when Grosjean had an accident which
looked remarkably like Piquet’s one except not quite as bigger hit. It’s just seemed to sum it up quite neatly really.
Me: It was a lovely moment, you couldn’t make it up. Joe, thank you
Joe: No that’s the story of Formula One, you can’t make it up most of the time. It’s just there, it’s amazing
Me: Joe thank you for your time today, thank you for calling all the way from Singapore. You sound clear as a bell by
the way, you’re miles and miles away. Please do try and join us again soon.
Joe: I’m sure I shall, I will catch up with you soon.
Me: Thank you sir, bye.
Transcript by Amy.
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